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THE TATLEI^ 


A PRINCIPLE of gratitude must naturally 
be awakened in every generous mind when he 
peruses the pages of that distinguished class of 
writers, the British Essayists. At the dawn of 
the eighteenth century appeared this eminently 
useful class of literary men. — It was at this pe- 
iod tliat they began by their labours to amuse 
and instruct the world; and by their writings 
* to bring philosophy out of closets and libraries, 
schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and as- 
semblies, at tea-tables, and in coffee-houses — 
to issue from the press those precepts tliat have 
b 
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SO eminently tended to enlighten and adorn the* 
patli of common life, and form the manners of 
our nation.* 

Of the origin of this species of writing the 
celebrated Dr. Johnson has given a sketch, 
which, though wriften in advanced life, is 
highly valuable lor elegance of diction, and 
justice of remark. 

' To teach the miniiler decencies and inferior 
duties, ’^says he, ^ to n^gulate the practice of daily 
conversation, to correct those ch'pravitics which 
are rather ridicnloiis than criminal, and remove 
those grievances, which if they produce no last- 
ing calamities, impress hourly vexation, was first 
attempted by Casa, in his book of Mannci s, and 
Castiglionc in his Courtier; two books yet ce- 
lebrated ill Italy i’or ]>urily and elegaiute, anti 
wliich, if they arc now less read, are ui*- 
glected only because they have efieett'd tliaf re- 
formation wliicli their aulliors intended, and 
their precepts now are no longer wanlt^d. Their 
usefulness to the age in which they were written 
i* sulTiciently attested by the translations which 
almost all (he nations of Europe were in haste 
tn obtain. 

^ This species of instruction was continued,, 
and perhaps advanced, by the French: among 
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whom La BiiurER’s Manners of the -Age, 
though, as BoiLEAi; remarked, it is written 
without connexion, certainly tloservcs great 
praise, for liveliness of description, and just- 
ness of' observation. 

‘ Before die Tatler and Spectator, if the 
writers for •the theatre are excepted, England 
had no masters of coiunion liie. No writers had 
yet undertaken to relbrni either the savageness 
oJ* nt'glect, or the inipertinence ol* civility ; to 
shew when to speak, or to be silent ; how to re- 
fuse, or how to comply. We had many books 
to teach us our more important duties, and to 
settle opinions in philosophy or politics : but 
an Arbiter elegantiannn^ a judge of propriety, 
was yet wanting, who should survey the track 
of iliiily conversation, and free it from thorns 
and prickles, which teaze tJic passer, though 
lliey do not wound him. 

‘ Eor this purpose nothing is so proper as the 
fretpient puljlication of short j)apJrs, which we 
read not as asliidy,l)ut amiiscnient. If the sub- 
ject be sfight, ibe treatise likewise is short. "J^he 
busy may find time, and the idle may iind 
patience. 

‘ This mode of conveying cheap and easy 
!\Uow'ledgc begun among us in the civil war, 
h 
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when it was much the interest of either party 
to raise and fix the prejudices of the people. 
At that time appeared Mercurtm Attlicus^ 
Mercuritis Rusticus^ and Mercurius Civicus. 
It is said that when any title grew popular, 
it was stolen by the antagonist, who by this 
stratagem conveyed his notions those who 
would not have received him, had he not worn 
the appearance of a friend. The tumult of those 
unhappy days left scarcely any man leisure to 
treasure up occasional compositions; and so 
much were they neglected, that a complete col- 
lection is no where to be found. 

‘ These Mercuries were succeeded by 
L’Esthange’s Obseuvator, and that by 
Lesley’s Reheaus al, and perhaps by others : 
but hitherto nothing had been conveyed to 
the people, in this commodious manner, but 
controversy relating to the church or state; 
of which they taught many to talk, whom 
they could not teach to judge. 

‘ It has been suggested that the Royal 
Society was instituted soon after the Restora- 
tion, to divert the attention of the people;^ 
from public discontent. The Tatl^ and 
Spectator had the same tendency : they 
wefe published at a lime when two parties, 
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Joiicl, restless, ami violent, each witli plausible 
declarations, and each perhaps without any 
distinct termination of* its views, were agi- 
tating the nation : to minds heated with po- 
litical contest, they supplied cooler and 
more inoffensive reflections ; and it is said by 
AnnisoN, in a subsequent work, that they had* 
a perceptible influence upon the conversation 
of tliat time, and taught the frolic and the 
gay to unite merriment with decency; an 
ellecl which they can never wholly lose, 
while tliey continue to be amongst the first 
books by which both sexes arc initiatetl in 
the olt^giincies of knowledge.** ^ 

If it was the aim of the first Essayists to 
direct (he ptdilic attention to subjects that, like 
those of Loud Vekulam, ^came home to men’s 
l)nsiiiess and bosoms,’ a wide field lay before 
them, for the cultivation ol* whicli little provi- 
sion luul been made by preceding autliors. 
There were innumerable topics, which, though 
of great importance in promoting regularity 
and propriety in social life, and securing tlie 
liappincss of, the domestic relations, had been 
but superficially touched upon by any of the 
loochcrs of wisdom. The weightier morals and 
the Christian virtues, the grosser vices and de- 
ft 3 
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pravities, were indeed duly attended to in the 
discourses of our English Divines, which form 
a body of religious and jnpral instruction, such 
as no other nation can ho^ to rival ; but the 
freaks and vagaries of fashion, operating upon 
various tempers, and creating many varieties 
\>f character, and many modifications of ab- 
surdity, whatever influence they might have 
upon society, were excluded from a place 
where nothing can intrude but what is ca^ 
pable of grave discussion. 

We cannot make a just estimate of the litera- 
ture of a country if we do not take into our 
consideration its political government, and the 
advantages or obstructions which they may 
present to genius and imagination. If our 
Essayists have excelled in humour, they 
owe their materials and their opportunities to 
circumstances that are not known in other 
countries — ^to the freedom of our constitution — 
to the vast extension of commerce— to the 
forms of social intercourse, the general relish 
for conversation, and unconstrained interchange 
of sentiments ; to a taste for dress, to the in- 
termixture of the sexes in all companies and 
to the operation of wealth on minds of strong 
or weak texture. All tlicsc circumstances pre« 
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sent a numerous class of characters; which, as 
they display themselves openly, without fear 
and without shmj^^^ppme the prey of the 
wit, and present^miHRi such opportunities of 
exposing improprieties and wrong notions to 
ridicule, as no systematic study or philosophi- 
cal contemplation could suggest. 

When the Essayists, whose works compose 
tliese volumes, began to write, they found this 
wide field almost entirely unoccupied. Their 
predecessors and their contemporaries, as Dr. 
Johnson has observed, meddled only with 
politics, which, as they discussed them, re- 
quired neither wit nor learning. Elegance of 
style was but little known at that time in any 
prose compositions: and wit, confined chiefly 
to the stage, was 'associated whh the grossest 
immorality. In such an undertaking, then, 
the regulation of taste became a principal 
object. The passions also would prove a rich 
source of remark, both serious and humorous. 
To treat of love is the peculiar province of 
this class of writers ; and jealousy enters so 
deeply into every species of gallantry as to af- 
ford another very fertile source of humourous 
character and observation, as well as df more 
grave and important discussion. Marriage 
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has also been considered by our Essayists in 
every possible light; and the influence of 
FRIENDSHIP upon thej^^g|£ society presents 
another series of chffflJpiRnd remarks, of 
great importance. Its nature and properties 
are therefore frequently discussed in these 
tolumes ; and it will be found that the crimes 


or whims of Pride, Envy, and Revenge, 
occupy no inconsiderable part of the lucubra- 
tions of the Essayists, and afford some of the 
most striking pictures of real life, and displays 
of genuine humour. 

Such are a few of the leading subjects which 
have been touched upon by this distinguished 
class of writers; but on examining these papers 
it will be found that no topic connected with 
the general good of mankind is left unnoticed. 
Of the works written upon this plan, the first 
in point of time is the Tatler. The design 
of this work belonging exclusively to Sir 
Richard Steele, we shall present to our 
readers the best-authenticated account we can 


obtain of one who has bequeathed to posterity 
so eminently useful a legacy^ , 

Sir Richard Steele was born at Dublin, 
according to one account, in 1671 ; but another, 
by conji turc, places his birth about 1676. llis 
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father, who was of English extraction, hod been 
for some time private secret^ to the first Duke 
of Ormond, thraiujl^hose influence Richard, 
who was sent at I^HVage to England)^ was 
placed in tlie Charterhouse school. In 1691 
he was entered of Morton-college, Oxford. Of 
his academical life nothing is known, except that 
he composed a comedy during his residence, 
which,' by the advice of a fellow-collegian, he 
had the good sense to suppress. He left the 
University without taking a degree ; and feel- 
ing a strong inclination for tlie military pro- 
fession, he went into the army, at first in no 
higher a rank than that of a private in the 
horse-guards. His frank and generous temper 
gained him friends, and procured for him an 
ensign's commission in the guards. Not being 
able to resist the temptation incident to his 
age and situation, he drew up a little treatise 
for his own admonition, which he entitled 
The Christian Hero;’' and, as a greater 
check upon his conduct, he printed it in 1701, 
at wliich time he was private secretary to Lord 
Cutts, and had obtained by his means a com- 
pany in a re^ment of fusiliers. The serious- 
ness of this work exposed him to some ridicule 
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among his companions, especially as it seems to 
have failed in producing a correspondent re- 
gularity of morals ; thought fit, as 

he says, to enliven ffl^pPReter by appearing 
as the author of a comedy, and in that year he 
brought on the stage his “ Funeral, or Grief a 
la Mode.” This piece proved successful, and 
is not yet entirely witlidrawn from the list of 
acting plays : it had the merit of uniting en* 
tertainmeht with a more direct purpose of mo- 
ral improvement than was usual among the 
dramatists of that time. Either on this or 
other accounts he attracted the notice of King 
William, who meant to have bestowed some 
mark of favour on him, but did not live to 
bring his intention to effect. The recommen- 
dation of Addison to Lords Halifax and Sun- 
derland, however, caused him in the beginning 
of Queen Anne’s reign to be appointed to the 
post of Gazette-writer, an humble appendage 
to the ministry, requiring chiefly the qualities 
of obedience and discretion. Ilis comedy of 
the Tender Husband’^ was acted with great 
success in 1704; and was followed by the 
“ Ikying Lover,” which met with a different 
fate. Its condemnation was imputed by him- 
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self to its piety : it had probably too much 6f 
the sentimental or sermonizing strain to please 
the audiences of that age. 

In 1709 Steeli4l|M|e,a commencement of 
that scries of penoo^ papers, more 

than any of his other es^tions, has contributed 
to place his name among the principal literary 
benefactors of his country. The “ Tatlkr,’* 
with which it begun, was fonned upon a plan 
which bore marks of crudity, for it included 
the political information of a common news- 
paper. Its leading purpose, however, was to 
improve the public morals and manners by 
holding up to ridicule fashionable follies and 
vices of every kind, and inculcating just, and 
libenal sentiments on common topics, with a 
general regard to the proper decorums of social 
lift*. Steele himself was qualified for tJiis task 
by a knowledge of the world actpiired in free 
converse with it, by natural humour and viva- 
city, and by a generous and benevolent way of 
thinking He had also the felicity of being 
able to engage coadjutors, some of them much 
superior in genius to himself, of whom it is 
sufficient to mention Swift, and especially Ad- 
dison, the name which first occurs to every 
reader of these periodical writings. The Tat- 
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hkn was extensively circulated ; and as in the 
political department it sided with the existing 
ministry, Steele obtained the reward of a place 
among the commission^^i^ the stamp duties, 
which he retained after the dismission of the 
ministers who had granted it. In 1711 this 
paper was succeeded by the more celebrated 

Spectator,” in which the plan was matured, 
the politics of the day were rejected, and the 
assistance of Addison and other eminent wri- 
ters was more constant, though Steele conti^ 
nued to supply the staple. When this was 
brought to a close, the publication of the 
** Guardian” commenced, in 1718, and for a 
time, was carried on in the same spirit; but 
Steele was now too earnestly engaged in oppo- 
sition to the ministry to restrain his pen, and it 
was terminated in’ the same year. He afterwards 
engaged in other periodical works, but they alj^ 
appear to have been subservient to party, and 
have long been forgotten. 

On taking upon himself a decided political 
character, he resigned his post in the stamp- 
office, and likewise a pension which he had 
hitherto received as having belonged to the 
household of the late Prince George of Den- 
mark. His object was now to obtain a seat in 
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parliament ; and when it met after the disso- 
lution, he was returned a representative for the 
borough of Sfockbridge. Not long, however, 
after taking his ^ seat, he was expelled as the 
author of certain publications to which his 
name was prefixed, and which were voted to 
be seditious and scandalous libels. The mostp 
noted these, entitled The Crisis,^' has since 
appeared to have been written by Mr. William 
Moore, a lawyer, and a political coadjutor of 
Steele’s. His offence in these pieces is stated 
to have been that they contained many ex- 
pressions highly reflecting upon Her Majesty, 
upon the nobility, gentry, clergy, and univer- 
sities of this kingdom, maliciously insinuating 
that the Protestant succession in the house of 
Hanover is in danger under Her Majesty’s ad- 
ministration.” He was defended by Addison, 
the Walpoles, Lords Finch, Lumley, and 
Hinchinbroke ; but the party in power was 
determined upon the sacrifice, and by a ma- 
jority of 245 to 153, the charge against him 
was aflirmed. After his expulsion he engaged 
in some new literary undertakings ; but on the 
accession of George I. he was placed in a bet- 
ter situation by the appointment to the sur- 
veyorship of the royal stables at Hampton- 
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court, and a nomination to the commission of 
the peace for Middlesex. Playing also pro- 
cured a licence to be chief manager of the royal 
company of comedians, he had interest to get 
it exchanged for a patent for life, as governor 
of that company. In the first parliament of 
the new reign he re-entered the house as mem- 
ber for Boroughbridge ; and in April 1715 he 
received the honour of knighthood on present- 
ing an address. The more substantial reward 
of 5001. was also given him by Sir Robert 
Walpole for special services. Thus encou- 
raged, his fertile pen produced a variety of 
political tracts, of wdnch it may be said that 
there IS no doubt of his being sincere in the 
support of the cause which he adopted, and of 
which he was the advocate, as well in its du- 
bious as in its triumphant state. Having been 
appointed, in 1717, one of the commissioners 
for inquiring into the estates forfeited by the 
late rebellion in Scotland, he went to that 
country, and was treated in it with great re- 
spect, notwithstanding the unwelcomeness of 
his errand. He there conceived the project of 
forming an union between the Scotch and Eng- 
lish churches, and had conferences with seve- 
ral of the presbyterian ministers on the restora- 
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tion of episcopacy; but bis zeal in this case, 
however benevolent, seems to have been little 
directed by judgment. The character of a pro- 
jector, indeed, was one part of Steele s compo- 
sition; and it was both the effect and cause of 
that perpetual embarrassment of circumstances 
under which he laboured, and wliich was prin- 
cipally owing to a radical want of economy, 
and an inclination to expense. He had mar- 
ried for his first wife a lady of Barbadoes, wlio 
brought him a valuable plantation on the death 
of her brother ; and for his second, the daugh- 
ter of Jonathan Scurlock, Esq. of Llangunnor, 
in Caermarthenshire, witli whom he had a good 
fortune; yet he seems to have been ’always 
necessitous. A project for conveying fish to 
market alive, for which he obtained a patent 
in 1718 , instead of retrieving his affairs, only 
involved him deeper. It were to be wished 
tliat his distresses had occasioned no other sa- 
crifices than that of money ; but there is reasoa 
to suppose that they sometimes interfered with 
the dictates of conscience. Whiston in his 
Memoirs has related, that having once met 
with Steele after he had given a vote in parlia- 
ment contrary to former declarations, to his 
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reproaches for inooniistency the knight replied, 
Mr. Whiston, you can walk on foot, but I 
cannot.^ Steele’s spirit was, however, by no 
means formed for implicit submission; and 
for his opposition in 1719 to the peerage bill, 
supported by the ministry, he was deprived 
of his theatrical patent. He appealed to the 
public in a paper called The Theatre and 
in 1720 he pleaded the cause of the nation by 
a pamphlet against the pernicious South-sea 
scheme. He was restored in the next year to 
his authority at Drury-lane theatre, and soon 
after made an addition both to his fame and 
fortune by his comedy of The Conscious 
Lovers,” first acted in 1722. This piece was 
received with extraordinary applause, and long 
stood at the head of comedies of the moral 
and sentimental class. The King munificently 
presented him with 5001. for the dedication; 
but his habitual pecuniary embarrassments still 
pressed upon him, and obliged him to sell his 
share in the playhouse. He had the additional 
misfortune of maintaining a lawsuit with the 
managers, which was decided against him. 
Broken now equally in fortune and constitu- 
tion, he retired to his estate in Wales, wheru 
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a paralytic stroke first impaired his under- 
standing, and finally terminated his life in 
Septenijber, 1729. 

Sir Richard Steele appears to ' have been 
much beloved in society, for the benevolent 
warintli and openness of his disposition, and 
his entire freedom from jealousy pr malevo 
lonoe. In point of understanding he is per- 
haps rather to be called a man of pails, than a 
man of genius, none of his productions rising 
higher than the efforts of a lively fancy, exer- 
cised on a variety of topics, but with little 
force or accuracy. His style and his train of 
thinking are equally lax and incorrect. He 
was a lover of virtue, and often painted it in 
pleasing and attractive colours, but neither his 
example nor precept were unexcej)tionable. 
His reputation as a writer seems to have been 
much indebted to the partnerships he formed ; 
but his name is certainly entitled to a place 
among those which throw peculiar lustre upon 
tliat period of English literature. 

Such are die oudines of the life of Sir 
Ricuaeb Steele. To have entcre4 more 
into detail would have led us into a very wide 
field, which to most readers would have been 
barren of entertainment. The Tatler rose 
c 3 
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from , small fae^nmgs. It does not appear 
that Steele foresaw to what perfection this 
metliod of writing might be brought The 
first j^per^ as has been already noticed, made 
its appearance on Tuesday, April 1709; 
and the days of: publication were fixed to be 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

Steele appears to have begun the Tatler 
without any concerts or hope of other assist- 
ance than what might come spontaneously. 
His chief dependence was on his intelligence^ 
which gave him a superiority over his con- 
temporaries, who were merely news-writers, 
and had never discovered that a periodical 
paper might furnish instruction of a better 
and more lasting kind. 

Addison is said to have first discovered 
Steele to be the author of the Tatler by a 
criticism, of his own introduced in N . 6. Ad- 
dison was at this time in Ireland, secretary 
to Lord Wharton, Lord Lieutenant, and 
gave Steele an early proof of his regard 
by sending contributions to his work. In 
N® 18, the ‘ Distress of News-writers’ is cer- 
tainly his ; and the first part of the paper on 
sign-posts has very mucli^ of his manner. 
N* ^0 is likewise assigned to him. Ilis 
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Other papers are assigned on indubitable 
tliority. 

Such m assistant as Addison was of in- 
calculable value to Steele; by his nnion his 
views became enlarged, and public attention 
more generally drawn to th^ paper, and he 
soon rose to the dignity of a teacher of wis- 
dom and morals. His improvement is visi- 
ble from about N“ 82 or 83 ; N** 92, 95, 109, 
132, may be referred to for their great excel- 
lence. Steele’s admirable papers on duelling 
were among the first successful attempts on 
that remnant of barbarism. 

It is thought that some part of the popularity 
of the Tatlebs, during their first publication, 
was owing to an opinion, tliat the characters de- 
scribed in an unfavourable light, and held up 
to ridicule or contempt, were real; and the au- 
thors, being aware tliat nothing can render a 
work more popular tlian the supposition that 
it contains a proportion of scandal or personal 
history, were not very anxious to deprive them- 
selves of a hold on the public mind which they 
could, and had tlie virtue, to turn to the best of 
purposes. 

Thirty.foiir of the Tatlebs are attributed 
to Steele and Addison in coujunctioiu 
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F6rtjr*one are ^ven to Addison alone^ of 
which N-* 182, 216, 220, 224, 260, 268, 266, 
269; and 264, arc admirable examples of that 
exquisite humour which afterwards became ha- 
bitual in this author’s writings, and flowed from 
a disposition of mind, easy, equable, and fer- 
tile in ridicule, yet deUcate in sentiment and 
expression beyond any kind of wit that had 
hitherto appeared. 

Among the occasional contributors to the 
Tatler, Swift has been often mentioned. 
He is said to have wrote, in N® 9^ the ‘ De- 
scription of the Morning in N® 32, the his- 
tory of Madonella: in N® 35, .from internal 
evidence, the family of Ix : in N® 59, the letter 
signed Obadiali Greenhat : in N® 63, Mado- 
nclla^s Platonic College : in N® 66, the first 
article, on pulpit oratory : in N® 67, the jiro- 
posal for a Chamber of Fame : in N® 68, a 
continuation of the same: in N® 70, a letter on 
oratory, signed Jonathan Hosehat : in N® 71, 
a letter on tlic irregular conduct of a clergy- 
man : N® 230, entire ; in N® 238, the poetical 
description of a shower ; and N® 268, a short 
letter on the words ‘ Great Britain/ These 
arc all the communicaiions that can with any 
confidence, be ascribed to Swift. 
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The next contributor tp the Tatieb whom 
we shall notice, is Mr. Jokk HugAes, who is 
said to have been the author of the letter 
rigned JoAah Couplet in 64; -that i^ed 
WiU Trusty in N” 73 ; a letter on the ten- 
dency of the work in N** 76; and the in- 
ventory of a beau’s effects in N” 113. Some 
farther notice will be taken of Mn Hughes 
among the authors of the Spectator. Tlie 
* Medicine, a Tale,’ in N* 2, was written by 
Mr. Willi A 11 Harbisom, a young gentleman 
of great promise. The very humorous genea- 
logy of the family of Bickerstaff, in N* 11, is 
ascribed by Steele, in his ‘ Preface to the 
Octayd Edition, 1710,’ to Mr. TwisdeA, who 
died at the battle of Mons, and has a monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey. I’hc character 
of Aspasia, in N® 42, was written by Con- 
greve. The paper on gluttony, N“ 205, is 
ascribed by Steele, in the ' Theatre, N® 26,’ 
to a Mr. Fuller. The letter on language, 
education, 8ic. in N® 234, was written by Mr. 
James Greenwood, author of an ‘ Essay 
towards a practical English Grammar,’ and 
teacher of a boarding-school at Woodford in 
Essex. 
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These arc the names of all the contributors 
whcM writings can be ascertained with any de- 
gree of probability. When their contributions 
are di^ducted, it will be seen that the continual 
supply of the work rested chiefly on Steele* 

We shall conclude these preliminary remarks 
by a few observations on the merit and utilitty 
of Periodical Writings, extracted from the ex- 
cellent Essays illustrative of the Taihr^ Spec^ 
iat(yr^ and Guardian, by Dr. Drake. 

Pew contrivances,” says this writer, have 
been found more eficetual toward correcting the 
foibles and lighter vices of mankind, or better 
calculated to diifusc a tasc for literature and 
refinement, than the periodical publication of 
short essays. To comprehend the intricacies 
of speculative science, or to relish the elaborate 
productions of genius, requires not only the 
education of many years, but much subse(][uent 
leisure through life ; and such are the neces- 
sary duties assigned to Man, so much of his 
time is occupied in the mere preservation of 
existence, that there are not many, even in the 
most civilized state of society, who, by inherit- 
ing property, enjoy an exemption from personal 
labour adequate to the pursuit; neither among 



those pri^eged is it common to find miAy %ho 
possess the ability or inclination to &proTe the 
opportunities which opulence has bestowed, ci- 
ther in extending the limits of knowledge, or 
expatiating in the fields of imagination. To 
every one, however, whatever may be his rank, 
some portion of leisure is allotted, and it is of 
infinite importance to tlic happiness' and pro- 
sp^ity of society that tliat leisure be properly 
employed. 

In a country just rising into consequence 
by commercial efforts, where, with tlie excep- 
tion of a few individuals devoted to an acade- 
mical or professional life,* the higher and mid- 
dle classes are but little acquainted witli tlic 
pleasures and advantages of literature; where to 
form the character of the gentleman no more 
grammatical knowledge is required than may 
be found in the common mechanic ; it will be 
in vain that attention is called to philological 
inquiry or studied exhortation. On men busied 
in the acquirement of wealth, merely for its 
own sake, or revelling in the grossest sensuali- 
ties, no formal display of the value of science, 
or the beauty and utility of virtue, can be sup- 
posed to produce much effect. Under these 
circumstances it should be our endeavour not 
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to sdkmii disquisition or scholastic 

tom^but t0 insinuate, under the garb of eitor- 
tiunju^ent, aJ^eU for and a love of letters, and 
to ^^orate or remove by ridicule those mi- 
nuter vices and follies on which neither law nor 
religion has fixed. It was in this stage of so- 
ciety, when refinement and general knowledge 
had made a very partial progress, that our ear- 
liest periodical papers were written ; when the 
chief difficulty was to induce the gay, the 
thoughtless, and the busy, to read even a short 
essay. He who would have trembled at the 
idea of commencing a volume, mustered cou- 
rage, however, to perQse a single sheetj^ which 
termiiiating die subject discussed, and occupy- 
ing no greater portion of time than could con- 
veniently be spared during the intervals pf bu- 
siness or dissipation, offered attractions which 
no publication in the general walk of literature 
had hitherto displayed. To allure those who 
were not otherwise to be acquired, politics were 
at first mingled with the miscellaneous matter, 
tintil the attention being by various means once 
gained, and the heart and imagination awaken- 
ed, all the benevolent purpioses which these ad- 
mirable compositions were intended to effect 
were at length happily obtained. 
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To introduce^ therefore, end support 
foi> elegant literature; to paint virtue in ; her 
most alluring form; to inculcate attention to 
the decencies, proprieties, and miifuier gl^es 
of domestic life, and to dissipate by well-turned 
ridicule and humour tliose fashionable follies and 
lighter shades of ^ice, which, though apparently 
trivial, undermine the foundations of our happi- 
ness, form the legitimate objects of a periodical 
paper. That these, however, may produce their 
fiill effect, no common-rate ability is demanded 
on the part of the author. To beauty, accu- 
racy, and vivacity of composition, must be 
added strength of imagination and versatility 
of style. The tale, the allegory, the vision, 
should relieve or clothe the dryness of didactic 
precept ; and the pages animated by the glow 
of sentiment, or the brilliancy of description, 
should be succeeded by the smile of satire, and 
the pleasantries of comic painting. 

“ Merc fancy and erudition, however exalted 
or however profound, will be found une{[ual to 
the production of a work such as we have now 
described. The labour of the closet, wlicre taste 
is not wanting, may indeed accumulate and 
display with critical acumen the beauties of a 
d 
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Henji|^;or a Virgil, or may raise an original 
fabric^ the .oilspring of luxuriant imaj^ation; 
but in vaift shall we sock for that intimacy with 
the human heart, that just discrimination ol‘ cha- 
racter, so vitally essential trf the popularity and 
utility of a periodical paj)cr. For these the au- 
thor must have mixed in the motley world 
around him, and marked with a penetrating eye 
the diflerent classes and individuals of mankind, 
in order to select with judgment, for censure or 
for praise, their more prominent features, and 
with a view toward furnishing that dramatic 
form which alone can give birth to the exquisite 
conceptions ot humour. 

“ A series of papers thus constituted, and 
forming a whole, replete with wit, fancy, and 
instruction, has been proved by long experience 
not only the most useful but the most interest- 
ing and popular of publications. Each sex, 
every rank, and every stage of society, have 
been alike amused and benefited by these pro- 
ductions. Courtesy, etiquette, and dress, as 
well as morals, criticism, and philosophy, have 
learnt to obey their dictates; and many import- 
ant truths, many sage lessons for life, have, by 
approaching under the disguise of a trivial and 
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fashionable topic^ found their way to, 

their due impression upon, those whopi i^^oftcr 

channel could reach. 

** Even in the present age, when fiterature is 
to a certain degree diffused through almost 
every department, and when refinement nearly 
borders upon excess, essays constructed in the 
original mould still charm. Though the rude* 
ness, the grossness, and improprieties, which 
called forth the wit or the invective of our cai-ly 
essayists, no longer exist, there is still a most 
abundant crop of petty vice and foUy, of vanity 
and affectation, which, diough assuming a more 
polished surface, as loudly dcpiands excision. 
Our manners too, though somewhat ^ftened 
down and amalgamated by the progress of civi- 
lization, still bear strongly the marks of indivi- 
dual modification, and still furnish to the atten- 
tive and experienced observer numerous origi- 
nal and high-wrought characters; whilst, at the ^ 
same time, the taste for cadence of period and 
harmony of style, for the luxuries of fiction 
and the elegancies of critical discussion, now so > 
widely disseminated, presents an ample field for 
variety and grace. In proof of these remarks 
it may be observed, that from the first ai^pcar- 
ance of the Tatlcr to the present day, no period 



i^i^lutely Ae\^ of periodical essays; 
ana it, can irith equal justice be alBrmed, that 
they form a . most splendid and highly valuable 
branch of our national literature. The greatest 
iniwters of bur language, the classical writers of 
their age, have exerted the noblest efforts of 
their genius, and afforded us the finest speci- 
mens of their composition, whilst employed in 
the execution of those beautiful designs, which, 
if considered for a moment in the light of highly 
finished pictures, how vividly do they express 
the style and manner of their respective artists ! 
In Addison we discern the amenity and ideal 
grace of Raphael; in Johnson the strength and 
energy of Michael Angelo; in Hawkesworth' • 
the rich colouring and warmth of Titian ; the 
legerity and frolic elegance of Albani in the 
productions of Moore, Thornton, and Colman; 
the pathetic sweetness of Guido in the draughts 
of Mackenzie; and the fertility and harmonious 
colouring of Annibale Caracci in the vivid 
sketches of Cumberland. 

From such an assemblage of diversified ex- 
cellence, he must be fastidious indeed who re- 
ceives not the most pleasurable emotions ; and 
incapable of instruction, if he leaves it not a 
better nor a wiser man. The grave, the gay, 
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the old,, die young, yAU here find somed^jgifto. 
arrest attention, and to awaken curiosty ; to ex- 
cite tlic smile of harmless mirtli, W 
the tear t)f pity ; to illuminate t&i^ of 'an- 
cient times, or to invigorate the pursuit of .yiir- 
tue. Such is the useful variety with which these 
writings teem ! * When I hold a volume of these 
Miscellanies,* observes an elegant author, ^ and 
run over with avidity the titles of its contents, 
my mind is enchanted, as if it were placed 
among the landscapes of Valais, wliicli Rous- 
seau has described with such picturesque beau- 
ty. I fancy myself seated in a cottage, amid 
those mountains, those valleys, those rocks, en- 
circled by the enchantments of optical illusion. 

I look and behold at once the united seasons.* 

^ All climates in one place, all seasons in one 
instant.^ I gaze at once on a hundred rain- 
bows, and trace the romantic figures of the 
shifting clouds. I seem to be in a temple 
dedicated to the service of the Goddess of 
Variety.* 

The invention of a paper calculated for 
general instruction and entertainment, abound- 
ing in elegant literature, appearing periodical- 
ly, and forming a whole under an assumed 
name and character, is, without doubt, to be 
d3 
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country, and confers on it no 
^^al^Jf|kp^ ^bo^^ The Tatler present- 

ed^ tolEtQt>{)tt it^ 1709 the first legitimate model. 
Jut this; period literature and manners in this 
island Avere far distant from the universality 
and polish which they have since obtained. So 
Avidely different indeed was their situation from 
any thing we arc now familiar Avith, that, in 
order to place the merit of our early periodical 
productions in its due light, a slight sketch of 
their state, as existing in 1709, Avill, before Ave 
enter more at large into our work, be deemed, 
perhaps, indispensably re(][uisite. 

I'hough the reign of Queen Anne has been 
generally termed the Augustan age of litera- 
ture in this kingdom, owing to the co-existeiice 
of a few celebrated writers, it is astonishing hoAv 
little, during the gi*eatest part of that period, 
was the information of the higher and middle 
classes of society. To the character of the 
gentleman, neither education nor letters were 
thought necessary; and any display of learn- 
ing, however superficial, ivas, among the fa- 
shionable circles, deemed rudeness and pedan- 
try. That general knowledge/ observes 
Johnson, ^ whicli now circulates in common 
talk, was-'Jicn rarely »o be found. Men not 
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profesbing learning were not ashamed ef if^Sx>* 
ince ; and, in the female world, asif ISeqnauit* 
ce with books was distinguished duly to be 
censured/ When we reflect, that to express 
contempt for all literary acquirement was then 
a certain j)roof of gentility, and ignorance the 
characteristic of superior station a (statement 
>\hich, I believe, previous to the publication of 
the Tatler, is nearly correct), we ought to hesi- 
tate in assigning the epithet of Augustan to this 
era of our history. We should recoiled that 
iMo-thirds of the reign of Anne were entirely 
occupied by politics ; that the struggles of fac- 
tion, the inveterate contentions of the Whigs 
and 1 orics, banished for many years, even 
among the learned, almobt all attention to use- 
ful and elegant pursuits; and that the com- 
mencement of taste, and the diftusioii of know 
ledge, may be dated from the well-timed clforts 
of Steele and Addison, efforts which illuminated 
but the latter days Anne, and were inde- 
pendent of any engagement from the throne. 
From this time only has the public mind been 
powerfully excited to intellectual emulation, 
and gradually has it acquired that pohsh and 
intimacy with literary subjects whicl\ distin- 
guish the prc'^ciit age. It is solely indeed toa 
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nation that has long cherised a strong relish 
for literature in all its departments, whose taste 
is correct and pure, and which fosters in her 
bosom every rising genius, that the tide of Au- 
gustan can be given, and not to the casual ap- 
pearance of a lew luminaries, surrounded by 
wastes of interminable darkness. 

That extension of mental light, which was 
first liJippily efibeted by our periodical essayists, 
and ^\hich has by degrees led to the brilliancy 
we now enjoy, had been for a long time inter- 
cepted by the dissolute and licentious manners 
which the court of Charles the Second had in- 
troduced, and which continued for several years 
after the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, tliough in a less virulent manner, to pol- 
lute the channels of public decency, and to choke 
the germs of intellectual excellence. 

Of the success which attended the efforts 
of Steele and Addison, in the reformation and 
improvement of their own immediate age, no- 
thing (*an afford so decisive a proof as the opi- 
nions of contemporaries competent to fonn a 
. just e^ *imate of the result of their labours. Wc 
s hall only quote one «)f the numerous prodiic- 
liions of this kind. It was published on the 
t'K »se o£ ihc Xatlcr, jnd allbids a very strik- 
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ing and satisfactory detml of the ' sdba^y. 
effect of the Tatlers^ Spectators, and GnArdians, 
in ameliorating the morals of sotiety^ and in 
accelerating the progress of intellectual acquire* 
ment. 

To Gay, there is every reason to suppose, 
■we are indebted for the description of the moral 
influence of the Tatler. After regretting the re- 
cent decease of Isaac Bickerstafl^ Esq. he adds, 

‘ to give you niy own thoughts of this gentle- 
man's writings, I shall in the first place observe, 
that there is this noble difference between him 
and all the rest of our polite and gallant au- 
thors; the latter have endeavoured to plq^se 
tlie age, by falling in with them, and encourag- 
ing them ill their fashionable vices and false no- 
tions of things. It would have been a jest, some 
time since, for a man to have asserted that any 
thing witty could be said in praise of a married 
state; or that devotion and virtue were any 
way necessary to the character of a fine gentle- 
man. Bickerstaff ventured to tell the town that 
they were a parcel of fops, fools, and vain co- 
quettes; but in such a manner as even pleased 
tliem, and made them more than half inclined 
lo believe that he spoke truth. 
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^ Instead of complying with the false senti- 
ments or vicious tastes of the age, either in mo- 
rality, criticism, or good-breeding, lie has bold- 
ly assured them, that they were altogether in 
the wrong ; and commanded them, with an au- 
thority which perfectly well became him, to 
surrender themselves to his arguments for vir- 
tue and good sense* 

‘‘ * It is incredible to conceive the effect his 
writings have had on the town; how many 
thousand follies they have either quite banish- 
ed, or given a very great check to ; how much 
countenance they have added to virtue and re- 
ligion ; how many people they have rendered 
happy, by shewing them it was their own fault 
if they were not so; and lastly, how entirely 
they have convinced our fops and young fellows 
of the value and advantages of learning. 

^ He has indeed rescued it out of the hands 
of pedants and fools, and discovered the true 
method of making it amiable and lovely to all 
mankind. In the dress he gives it, it is a most 
welcome guest at tea-tables and assemblies, and 
is lished and caressed by the merchants on 
the Change. 

* I^astly, his writings have set all our wits 
and mjn of letters upon a new way of thinking,^. 
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of wliich they had little or no notion before ; 
and tliougli wc cannot yet fiay that any of them 
have come up to the beauties of the original, I 
think wc may venture to affirm, that evejry one 
of them writes and thinks much more justly 
than they did some time since/ 

** 01‘ the almost immediate utility accruing 
to manners and literature from the circulation 
of the "I atler, no passjigcs can be more decisive 
than those which we have quoted ; and to these 
might be added testimonials equally strong 
with regard to the moral and menial operation 
on society of the whole body of periodical 
OTitings wliicli issued from the school of Steele 
and Addison. 

'rhe result, indeed, of the publication of 
the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, has been 
of the first national importance. I'he diffusion 
of private virtue and wisdom must necessarily 
tend to purify and enlighten the general mass ; 
and experience in every age has proved, that 
the strength, the weight, and prosperity of a 
nation, arc better founded on knowledge, mo- 
rality, and sound literature, than on the unsta- 
ble effects of conquest or commerce. Rational 
liberty, indeed, can only be supported by in- 
tegrity and ability ; and it is of little consc- 
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qtience'to the man who feels for the honour of 
his species, and who knows properly to value 
the character of a freeman, that his country 
has stretched her arms over half the globe, if, 
at the same time, she be immersed in vice, in 
luxury, and sensuality, and subjected to the 
debasing caprice and control of tyranny. 

It is but just, therefore, to infer, that the 
periodical wiitings cd’ Addison and of Steele 
liave contributed more essentially to the na- 
tional good, to the political influence even, 
and stability of the British emi)irc, than all 
the efforts of her \^arriors, liowever great or 
jilorious.” 
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I. TO MR. MAVNWARING*. 


SIR, 

The State of conversation and business in this 
town having been long perplexed with Pretendeis 
in both kinds; in Older to open men’s eyes against 
such abuses, it appeared no unprofitable under- 
taking to publish a Paper, which should observe 
upon the manners of the pleasurable as well as the 
busy part of mankind- To make this geneiolly 
read. It seemed the most proper method to foim it 
'i)y way of a Letter of Intelligence, cousistiiig of 
such parts as might gratify the curiosity of persons 
ot all conditions, and of each sex. But a work of 
tins nature lequinng time to grow into the notice 
of the world, it happened very luckily, that, a little 
before I had resolved upon this design, a gentlehian 
had written predictions, and two or three other 
pieces in my name, which tendered it famous 
through all parts of Europe; and, by a.^ inimitable 

* \ithur Mayiinarinj;. L&q. 

It 
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. it to as high a pitch of 

possibly arrive at. 

name of Isaac Dicker- 
' iiSlmrg&Sii^i^iimtence of all who had any taste of 
a^.l^ltfdition of the ordinaiy occurrences of 
comzhobJ^Sroals oY News brought in a multitude of 
other readers. I could not, I confess, long keep up 


the opinion of the town, that these Lucubrations were 
written by the same hand with the first works which 
were published under my name ; but, before I lost 
the participation of that author’s fame, I had already 
found the advantage pf his authority, to which I owe 
the sudden acceptance whicli my labours met with 
in the D^rld. 


The general puq)Osc of this Paper is to expose the 
false arts of life, to pull efi‘the disguises of cunning, 
vanity, and affectation, and to recommend a general 
simplicity in our dress, our discourse, and our be- 
haviou^. No man has a better judgment for the dis- 
covery, or a nobler spirit for the contempt of all 
imposture, than yourself; which qual ties render you 
the most proper patron for the author of these Essays. 
In the general, the design, however executed, has 
met with so great success, that there is hardly a 
name now eminent among us for power, wit, beauty, 
valour, or wisdom, which is not subscribed for the 
encouragement of these volumes. This is, indeed, an 
honour, for which it is impossible to express a suitable 
gratitude ; and there is nothing could be an addition 
to tlie pleasure 1 take in it but the reflection, that it 
gives me the most conspicuous occasion I cmi ever 
have, of subscribing myself, Sir, 

Your. most obliged, most obodient,- 

and most humble servant, 


Isaac Bickerstaff. 
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n. TO EDWARD WORTLEYB®^! 

SIR, -''hh 

When I scud you this voliuno, t am ratlk^ to make 
you a request than a Dedication. 1 must desire, 
tiiat if you think lit to throw away any inomenis on 
it, you would not do it after reading those excellent 
pieces with which you are usually conversant. The 
images which you .will meet with here, will be very 
faint, after the perusal of the Greeks and Romans, 
who are your ordinary companions. I must , confess 
1 am obliged to you for the taste of many*of their 
excellencies, which I had not observed until you 
pointed them to me. I am very proud that there are 
some things in these Papers which I know you par- 
don t ; and it is no small pleasure to have 'one’s 
labours 'suffered by the judgment of a man, ^ho So 
well understands the true charms of eloquence and 
poesy. But I direct this address to you ; not that 1 
think I can entertain you with my writings, but to 
thank you for the new delight I have, from your con- 
versation, in those of other men^ 

May you enjoy a long continuance of the tlfte relish 
of the happiness Heaven has bestowed upon you ! I 
know not how to* say a more affectionate thing* to 
you, than to wish that you may be always what you 
are ; and that you may ever think, as I know you now 
do, that yon have a much larger fortune than you 
want. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 
Isaac Bickeustapf. 


* Second son of Hon. Lady Wortley Montaj;ue, and grand- 
son of Ed ward Montague, the first Eaii of Sandwich. 

+ This seems to amount to a declaration, thd^ E. Worttey 
Montague, esq. was himself a writer in these paj^rs. 
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III. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM, LORD COWPER, 

BARON OF lIlNGilAM. 


MY LORD, 

After having long celebrated the superior graces 
and excejllences among men, in an imaginary cha- 
racter, I do myself the honour to show my veneration 
for transcendent merit under my own name, in this 
address to your Lordship. The just application of 
those high accomplishments of which you are master, 
has been an advantage to all your fellow-subjects ; 
and it ic from the common obligation you have laid 
upon all the world, that I, though a private man, 
can pretend to be affected with, or take the liberty to 
acknowledge, your great talents and public virtues. 

It gives a pleasing prospect to your friends, that is 
to the friendapf your country, that you have 

passed mbugh the highest offices, at an age when 
others usually do but form to themselves the hopes 
of them. They may expect to see you in the House 
of Lords as many years as you were ascending to it* 
It is our common good, that your admirable eloquence 
can now no longer be employed, but in the expres- 
sion of your own sentiments and judgment. The 
skilfbl pleader is now for ever changed into the just 
judge ; which latter character your Lordship exerts 
with so prevailing an impartiality, that you win the 
approbatipn even of those who dissent from you, and 
you alwayij obtain favour, because you arc never 
moved by it. 
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This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to your 
present situation, and makes the equity, even of a 
Lord High dhancellor, appear but a degree towards 
tlie magnaninpty of a Peer of Great Britain. 

Forgive me, my Lord, when I camiot conceal from 
you, that I shall never hereafter behold you, but 1 
shall behold you, as lately, defending the brave and 
the unfortunate*. 

When we attend to your Lordship engaged in a 
discourse, we cannot but reflect upon the many re- 
quisites which the vain-glorious speakers of anti- 
quity have demanded in a man who is to ex^e^in 
oratory ; I say, my Lord, when we reflect upon the 
precepts by viewing tlic example, though'’ tliere is 
no excellence proposed by those rhetoricians want- 
ing, the whole art seems to be resolved into that one 
motive of speaking, sincerity in the intention. -The 
graceful manner, the apt gesture, and the assumed . 
concern, are impotent lielps to persuasion, in com- , 
parison of the honest countenance of him who utters 
what he really means. From whence it is,, that 
all the beauties which others attain with labour, are 
in your Lordship but the natural effects of the heart ' 
that dictates. 

It is this noble simplicity, which makc[|^ti sur- 
pass mankind in the faculties wherein mankind are . 
distinguished from other creatures, reason and 
speech. 

If these gifts were communicated to all men in 
proportion to the truth and ardour of their hearts, \ 
1 should speak of you wiUi the same force as you 
express yourself on any other subject. But I resist 
my present impulse^ as agreeable as it is to me ; 
though indeed, had 1 any pretensions to a fume'^ of 
this kind, I should, above all other themes, attempt 
a panegyrick upon my Lord Cowper: for the only 

* Tile Diike of Marlbdrough. * 

B 3 
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yf^y to a reputation for eloquence, in an age 
i^vterem that 'perfect orator lives, is to choose an 
j^atgameDt, upon which he himself must of necessity 
jflha silent. I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most devoted, 

.. , . most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Richard Steele. 


IV. TO THE RIGHT UONOUliABLC 

CHARLES, LORD HALIFAX. 

From tbe Hovel at Hamptonwick, April 7, ITII. 

MY ipRD, 

TVhbn I first resolved upon doing myself this ho- 
nour, i could not but indulge a certain vanity m 
dating from this little covert, where I have fre- 
quently had the honour of your Lordship’s company, 
and received from you very many obligations. The 
elegant sMitude of this place, and the greatest plea- 
sures of it, 1 owe to its being so near those beau- 
tiful ifianors wherein you sometimes reside. It is . 
^iiot retinng from the world, but enjoying its most 
; valuable blessings, when a man is permitted to share 
your Lordship’s conversations in the country. 
jiH the bright images which the Wits of past ages 
^ve laft &hind them in their writings, the noble 
tj^eas which Ihe greatest Statesmen have laid down 
admiMtfation of affairs, arc equally the fami- 
objects of your knowledge. But what is pecu- 
liar to your Lordship abiwe all the illustrious per- 
sonages thatfhave appeared any age, is, that wit 
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aiid learning bav^ftdm your < ^ .... 

eeru. Yoiir patron^ haa produced those afis/Whn 
before shunned the commerce of the world, into^C_ 
service of life : and it is to you we owe; that 
of wit has turned himself to be a man busines^l 
The false delicacy of men of genius, and the 
tions which others were apt to insinuate aga^t; 
their abilities for entering into affairs, have equ^^f; 
vanished. And experience has shown, that of) 
letters are not only qualified with a greater capamty^ 
but also a greater integrity in the despatch of busin^SiS^j 
Your own studies have been diverted from being 
highest ornament, to the highest use to manlutidii:' 
and the capacities which would have rendered you. thd., 
greatest poet of youf age, have to the advantage of: 
Great Bntain been employed in pursuits which have 
made you the most able and unbiassed patriot* ^ 
vigorous imagination, an extensive apprehension, 09:1^ 
a ready judgment, have distinguished you m df 
illustrious parts of adminstration, in a reign attefldei|., 
with such difficulties, that tlie same talents, withoiit^ 
the same quickness in the possession of them, woul^l' 
have been incapable of conquering. The natural, 
success of such abilities, has advanced you to a seat, 
in that illustrious house, where you were refeeived' by ^ 
q crowd of your relations. Great as you afe in yoiriq 
honours, and personal qualities, 1 know you will forH 
* give an humble neighbour the vanity of pretending tpl 
a place in your friendship, and subsctibing htmseHl^ 
my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obliged, ' 

and most devoted servant, 

lllCIlAED 
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STEELB’S PRKPArE 


PREFACE TO THE OCTAVO EDITION, 1710. 

In the last Tatlcr 1 promised some explanation of 
passages and ’persons mentioned in this work, as 
Well as some account of the assistances I have had 
in the performance. I shall do this in very few 
words ; for when a man has no design but to speak 
plain truth, he may say a great dcjil in a very narrow 
compass. I have, in the dedication of the first vo- 
lume, made my acknowledgments to Dr. Swift, 
whose pleasant writings, in the name of BickersfaflT, 
created an inclination in the town towards any thing 
that could appear in the same disguise. 1 must ac- 
knowledge also, that, my first entering upon this 
work, a certain uncommon way of thinking, and a 
turn in conversation peculiar to that agreeable gen- 
tleman, rendered his company very advantageous to 
one whose imagination was to be continually em- 
ployed upon obvious and common subjects, though 
at the same time obliged to treat of them in a new 
Md unbeaten method. His verses on the “ Shower 
in Town,*^ and the /^ Description of the Morning,” 
arc instances of the happiness of that genius, which 
could, raise such pleasing ideas upon occasions so 
barren to an > rdinary invention. 

When I am upon the house of Bickerstaff, I must 
not forget that genealogy of the family sent to me by 
; the I^st, and wTitten, as I since understand, by 
Mr. Twisden, who died at the battle of Mons, and 
has a monument in Westminster-abbey, suitable to 
the respect which is due to his wit and and his valour. 
There are tlirough the course of the work very many 
incidents which were written by unknown corre- 
' spondents. 'Of this kind i;^, the tale in the second 
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Tatler, and the epistle from Mr. Downes the 
prompter, with others which were very well re- 
ceived by the piiblick. But* I have only one gen- 
tleman, who will be nameless, to thank for any 
frequent assistance to me, which indeed it would 
have been barbarous in him to have denied to one 
with whom he has lived in an intimacy from child- 
hood, considering the great ease with which he is 
able to despatch the most entertaining pieces of this 
nature. This good office he performed with such 
force of genius, humour, wit, and learning, that I 
fared like a distressed prince, who calls in a pow- 
erful neighbour to his aid ; I was undone by my 
auxiliary ; when I had once called him in, I could 
not subsist without dependence on him. 

Tlic same hand writ the distinguishing characters 
of men and women under the names of Musical 
Instruments,'^ “ The Distress of the News-writers,'^ 
The Inventory of the Play-house," and “ The 
Description of the Thermometer,” which I cannot but 
look upon as the greatest embellishments of this work, 
Thus far 1 thought necessary to say relating to 
the great hands which have been concerned in these . 
volumes, with relation to the spirit and genius of 
the work ; and am far from pretending to modesty 
in making this acknowledgment. ’ What a man ob- 
tains from the good opinion and friendship of vror- 
thy men, is a much greater honour than he can pos- 
sibly reap from any accomplishments of his own. 
But all the credit of wit which was given me by the 
gentleman above-mentioned, with whom I have now 
accounted, has not been able to atone for the 
exceptions made against mo for some raillery in 
behalf of that learned advocate for the episcopacy « 
of tlie church, and the liberty . of the people, Mr. 
Hoadly. I mentioned this only to defend myself against 
the imputation of being moved rather by party than 
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Dpinion; aiid 1 think it Is apparent, 1 have with 
the utmost frankness allowed merit wherever I 
found it, though joined in interests difierent from 
those for which I have declared myself. When my 
Favonius is acknowledged to be Dr, Smalridge, ‘ and 
the amiable character of the Dean in tlui sixty-sixth 
Tatler, drawn for ,Dr. Attorbury ; I hope I need say 
' no more as to my impartiality. 

I really have acted in these cases with honesty, 
and am concerned it should be tlioiiglit otlujrwise : 
For wit, if a man had it, unless it be directed to 
some iiseft^l end, is but a wanton frivolous quality ; 
' all that one should value himself upon in this kind 
' is, that he had some honourable intention in it. 

As for this point, never hero in romance was 
carried away with a more furious ambition to con- 
quer giants and tyrants, than I have been in extir- 
pating gamesters* and duellists. And indeed, like 
one of those knights too, though I was calm before, 
I am apf to fly out again, when the thing that first 
distiirl^d me is presented to my imagination. 1 
shall therefore leave off when I am well ; and fight 
with windmills no more : only shall be so arrogant 
as to say of myself, that, in spite of all the force of 
fashion and prejudice, in the face of all the ^#orld, 
I alone bewailed the condition of an English gen- 
tleman, whose fortune and life are at this day pre- 
carjbus : while his estate* is liable to the demands 
of gamesters, through a false sense of justice ; and 
-to me demands of duellists, through a false, sense 
..of honour. As to the first of these orders of men, 
I have not one more word to say of them as to 
the latter, I shall conclude all I have more to offer 
^against them, with respect to their being prompted^ 
' by th(} fear of shame, by applying toi.,.the duellist 
what I think Dr. South says somewher^ of the liar, 
Ho is a coward to man, and a bravo to God.’' 
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Qnicquid aguni Aowiwc?— ‘ 

nosiri eat farrago lihellu 

Jo V. Sat I. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or thjpk, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. ^ P. 

Though the other papers, which are published 
for the use of the good people of England, have cer- 
tainly very wholesome enects, and are laudable in their 
particular kinds, they do not seem to come up to 
the main design of such narrations, which, I hum- 
bly presume, slioidd be principally intended for the 
use of politic persons, who are so public spirited as, 
to neglect their own affairs to look into transactions - 
of state. Now these gentlemen, for the most part 
being persons of strong zeal, and weak intellects, 
it is both a charitable and necessary work to offer 
something, whereljy such worthy and well-affected * 
members of the commonwealth may be instnacted, 
after their reading, what to think ; which shall be 
t&e end and purpose of this my paper, wherein 1 
shall> from tfcne to time, report and consider all 
matters of what kind soever that shall occur to me, 
and publish such my advices and reflections every 



TATf.Kll. 


12 


i. 


Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the wctk, ib’- 
the convenience of the post. 1 resolve to ha\o 
sOnfietbing which may be of entertainment to t\w 
fair sex, in honour of whom I have invented ** the 
title of this paper. I therefore earnestly desire all 
persons, without distinction, to take it in for the 
present gratis, and hereafter" at the price of one 
penny, forbidding all Hawkers to take more for it 
at their peril. And I desire all persons to consider, 
that I am at a very great charge for proper materials 
for this work, as well as that, before I resolved 
upon it, I had settled a correspondence in all parts 
of the known and knowing world. And forasmuch 
as this globe is not trodden upon by mere drudges 
of business only, but that men of spirit and genius 
are justly to be esteemed as considerable agents in 
it, we shall not, upon a dearth of news, present 
you with musty foreign edicts, or dull proclama- 
tions, but shall divide our relation of the passages 
which occur in action or discourse throughout this 
town, as well as elsewhere, under such dates of 
places as may prepare you for the matter you are to 
expect in the following manner. 

All accounts of gallantry, pleasure and enter- 
tainment, shall be under the article of White’s 
Chocolate-house ;t poetiy^ under that of Will’s 
Coffee-house Learning, under the title of Gre- 
cian § ; foreign and domestic news, you will have 
from Saint James’s Coffee-house, and what else T 


« taken. Original T. 

+ White’s Chocolate-house was then lower down in 
JaniesVStrcet tlian it is at present, and the other side*,'j; 

Will’s Cofiee-honse was on the NjOfth sid^f Russel 
in Covent Garden, now the house. No. SS, Chf^t Russel Street. \ 
^ The ^ecian was, and still is, in Devereux Court, in the ^ 
. Strand. • . 
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have to offer on any other subject shall be dated 
from my own apartment. 

I once moi’e desire my reader to consider, that 
as 1 cannot keep an ingenious man to go daily to 
Will’s under two-pencc each day, merely for his 
charges; to White’s under six-pence; nor to the 
Grecian, without allowing him some plain Spanish, 
to be as able as others at the learned table ; and that 
a good observer cannot speak with even Kidney * 
at St. James's without clean linen ; I say, these con- 
siderations will, 1 hope, make all persons willing to 
comply with my humble request (when my gratis 
stock is exhausted) of a penny a-piece ; especially 
since they are sure of some proper amusement, and 
that it is impossible for me to want means to enter- 
tain them, having, besides the force of my own 
parts, the power of divination, and that I can, by 
casting a figure, tell you all that will happen before 
it comes to pass. • • 

“ But this last faculty I shall use very sparingly, 
and speak but of few things until they are passed t« 
for fear of divulging matters wliich may offend our 
superiors.” 


Whitens Chocotate-houscy April 7. 

The deplorable condition of a very pretty gentle- 
man, who walks here at the hours when men of 
quality first appear, is what is very much lamented. 
His history is, That on the ninth of September, 
1705, being in his one-and-twentieth year, he was 
washing his teeth at a tavern window in Pall Mall, 
when a fine equipage passed by, and in it a young 
ia% who looked up at him ; away goes the coach, 
young gentleman pulled off his night-cap, 

' ^ * Kidney was one of thei waiters at Sn J ames^s Coffee-house. 
, f >'ot speak of any thing till it is passed. Original T. 
VQJL..1. C 
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and instead of rubbing his gums, as he ought to do, 
out of the window until about four of the clock, 
sits' him down and spoke not a word until twelve at 
night ; after which he began to inquire if any body 
knew the lady? — ^Thc company asked what lady?, 
but he said no more, until they broke up at six in 
the morning. All the ensuing winter he went from 
church to church every Sunday, and from play- 
house to play-house every night in the week ; but 
could never find the original of the "picture which 
dwelt in hia Imsom. In a word his attention to 
any thing but ms passion was utterly gone. He has 
lost all the money he ever played for, and been con- 
futed in every argument he has entered upon, since 
the moment he first saw her. He is of a noble fa- 
mily, has naturally a very good air, and is of a 
frank honest temper : but this passion has so ex- 
tremely mauled him, that his features are set and 
uninfonned, and his whote visage is deadened, by 
a long absence of thotight. He never appears in 
any alacrity, but when raised by wine-; at which 
time he is sure to come hither, and throw away a 
great deal of wit on fellows who have no sense- 
farther than just to observe, that our poor Lover has 
most unJerstandiiig when he is drunk, and is least 
in his senses when' he is sober.* 

The reader is desired to 'take notice of the article 
from this place from time to time, for I design to 
be very exact in the progress this unhappy gentleman 
makes, which may be of great instruction to all who 
actually arc, or who ever shall be, in love. 

jnirs Coffee-’house^ April 8. 

On Thursday last was acted, for the benefit of 

* Edward Lord Viscount Hinchinbroke, mentioned after- 
wards under the name of Cyntbio. lie died in the life-time ' 
of his father, Oct. 3, 1722. ' « 
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Mr. Betterton, the celebrated comedy called Love 
for Love. Those excellent players, Mrs, Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and Mr. Dogget, though not at 
present concerned in the house, acted on that oc- 
casion. There lias not bcAn known so great a con- 
course of persons of distinction as at that time ; the 
stage itself was covered with gentlemen and ladies, 
and when the curtain was drawn, it discovered even .. 
there a very splendid audience. This unusal en- ^ 
couragenient, which was given to a play for the. ad- 
vantage of so great an actor, gives an undeniable in- 
stance, that the true relish for manljf entertainments 
and rational pleasures is not wholly lost. All the 
parts were acted to perfection; the actors were 
careful of their carriage, and no one was guilty of 
the affectation to insert witticisms of his own; but 
a due respect was had to the audience, for encou- 
raging this accomplished player. It is not now 
doubted but plays will revive, and take their^isual 
place in tlie opinion of persons of wit ana merit, 
notwithstanding their late apostacy in favour of 
dress and sound. This place is very much altered 
since Mr. Dryden frequented it ; where you used to 
see songs, epigrams, and satires, in the hands of 
every man you met, you have now only a pack of 
cards ; and instead of tlie cavils about the turn of 
the expression, the elegance of the style, and tlic 
like, the learned now dispute only about the truth 
of the game. But however the company is altered, 
all have shown a great respect for Mr. Betterton : 
and the very gaming part of this house have been 
so touched with a sense of the uncertainty of human 
afimrs (which alter with themselves every moment) 
that in this gentleman they pitied Mark Anthony of 
Rome, Hamlet of Denmark, Mithridates of Pontus, 
Theodosius of Greece, and Henry, tlie Eighth of 
JBngland. It Js ,v[ell 
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condition of cacli of those illustrious personages for 
several hours together, and behaved himself in those 
high stations, in all the changes of the scene, with 
suitable dignity. For these reasons, we intend to 
repeat this late favour to him on a proper occasion, 
lest he, who can instruct us so well in personating 
. feigned sorrows, should be lost to us by suffering 
under real ones. The town is at present in very 
great expectation of seeing a comedy now in re- 
hearsal, which is the twenty-fifth production of my 
honoured friend Mr. Thomas D'Urfey; who, be- 
sides his great Abilities in the dramatic, has a pe- 
culiar talent in the lyric way of writing, and that 
with a manner wholly new and unknown to the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, wherein he is but 
faintly imitated in the translations of the modern 
Italian Operas. 

• Sf, JatneVs Coffee-house y April 11, 

Letters from tlie Hague of the sixteenth say» 
that Major General Cadogan was gone to Brussels, 
with orders to disperse proper instructions for as- 
sembling the whole force of the allies in Flanders, 
in the be;* inning of the next month. The late offers 
concerning peace w^ere made in the. style of persons 
who think themselves upon equal terms; but the 
allies have so just a sense of their present advantages, 
that they will not admit of a treaty, except France 
offers what is more suitable to her present condition. 
At the same time we make preparations, as if we 
were alarmed by a greater force than that which we 
are carrying into the field. Thus this point seems 
now to he argued sword in hand. This was what a 
great general ** alluded to, when being asked the 
name of thpsc who were to be plenipotentiaries for 


* The Duke of Marlborough. 
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the ensuing peace, he answered with a serious air, 
“ There are about an hundred thousand of us.’' 
Mr. Kidney, who has the ear of the greatest poli- 
ticians that come hither, tells me therje is a mail 
come in to-day with letters, dated league, April 
the nineteenth, N. S. which say, a design of 
bringing part of our troops into the field, at the 
latter end of this month, is now altered to a reso- 
lution of inarching towards the eatnp about the 
twentieth of the next. Prince Eugene was then re- 
turned thither from Amsterdam. He sets out from 
Brussels on Tuesday: the greater.** number of the 
general, officers at the Hague have orders to go ^ 
the same time. The squadron at Dunkirk consists 
of seven vessels. There happened the other day, in 
the road of Schcveling, an engagement between a 
privateer of Zeeland and one of Dunkirk. The 
Diinkirker, cairying thirty-three pieces of cannon, 
was taken and brought into the Texel, It is said 
the confer of Monsieur Rouille is returned lo him 
from the Court of France. Monsieur Vendosme, 
being re-instated in the favour of the dutchess of 
Burgundy, is to command in Flanders. 

Mr. Kidney added, that there were letters of the 
seventeenth from Ghent, which give an account, 
that the enemy had formed a design to surprise two 
battalions of the allies w^hich lay at Alost: but those 
battalions received advice of their march, and re- 
tired to Dendermond. Lieutenant General Wood 
appeared on this occasion at the head of five thou- 
sand foot and one thousand horse ; upon which the. 
enemy withdrew, without making any farther at- 
tempt. 

.From my oalh Apartment. 

I am sorry I am obliged to trouble the publick 
with' so much discourse upon a matter which 1 at 
c3 
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the very first mentioned ub a trifle, viz. the death of 
Mr. Partrid|^c'*‘, under whose name there is an 
almanack come out for the year 1709; in one page 
of which is asserted by the said John Partridge, that 
he is still living, and not only so, but that he was 
also living some time before, and even at the instant 
when 1 writ of his death. I have in another place, 
and in a paper by- itself, sufficiently convinced this 
man that he is dead, and if he has any shame, I 
do not doubt but that by this time he owns it to all 
his acquaintance : for though the legs and arms and 
whole body of that man. may still appear, and per- 
form their animal functions; yet ^since, as I have 
elsewhere observed, his art is gone, the man is gone. 
I am, as I said, concerned, that this little matter 
should make so much noise ; but since I am en- 
gaged, I take myself obliged in honour to go on in 
my lucubrations, and by the help of tliese arts of 
which J am master, as well as my skill in astrolo- 
gical speculations, 1 shall, as 1 see occasion^ proceed 
to confute other dead men, who pretend to be in 
being, although they are actually deceased. 1 
ihereforc give all men fair warning to mend their 
manners *. for I shall from time to time j^rint bills of 
mortality and I beg the pardon of all such who 
shall be named therein, if they who are good fiy 
nothing sliall find tlicmselvos in the numbei of the 
deceased. 


* Dr. Swift, in his, “ Prediction'* for 1708,” forrtoM that 
.Phrtfiil^e the almanack -maker would iiifallibly die on the 
S9th of March, about eleven atiii^ht, of a raging fever. Tlic 
wits resolved to su])port this Prediction, and uniformly insisted 
that Partridge actually died at that time* 
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Quicquid agmt homines 

nostri cst farrago libdlL 

Jtfv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whafe’er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

WilVs Coffee-house, April 13, 

*rin:RE has lain all this evening on the tabic the fol- 
lowing poem. The subject of it being matter very 
iislfiil for families, 1 thought it descrve(L,to be con- 
sidered and made more public. The turn the poet 
gives it is very happy; but the foundation is from a 
real accident which happened among my acejuaint- 
ance. A young Gentleman of great estate fell des- 
I)erately in love with a great Beauty of very high 
(piality, but as ill-natured a^ long flattery and an 
habitual self-will could make her. However, my 
young Spark ventiifes upon her like a man of qua- 
lity, witliout being acquainted with her, or having 
ever saluted her, until it was a crime to kiss any 
woman else. Beauty is a thing which palls with 
possession: and the chaiins of this lady soon wanted 
the support of good-humour and complacency of 
manners: upon this my Spark flies to the bottle 
for relief from satiety. She disdains him, for being 
tired with that for which all men envied him ; and 
he never came home, but it was — “Was there no 
sot that would stay longer? would any man living 
but you? did Heave all the world for this usage ? 
to which he — “ Madam, split me, you are very 
impertinent!” Iii a word, this match was wedlock 
in Its most terrible appearances. Slic, at last, weary 
of railing to no purpose, applies to a good uncle, 
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who gfivcs her a bottle, lie pretondcd he had bouj^ht 
of Mr. Partridge,’ the conjuror. This, said he, I 
gave ten guineas for. The virtue of the enchanted 
liquor (said he that sold it) is such, that if the 
woman you marry proves a scold (which, it seems, 
my dear niece, is your misfortune; as* it was your 
good mother’s before you), let her hold three spoon- 
fuls in her mouth for a full half hour after you come 
home — blit 1 find I am not in humour for telling a 
tale: and nothing in nature is so ungraceful as 
story-telling against the grain ; therefore take it as 
the author has given it to you*. 

THE MEDICINE. A Ta r.E — for th e Eadie* . 

Miss Molly, a fam’d Toast, was fair and young, 

Had wraith and charms — but then she had a tongue! 

From morn to night th’ eternal larum run, 

Which often lost those hearts her eyes had w'on. 

Sir John was smitten, and Confess’d his ilame, 

Sigh’d eut the usual tirae^then wed the dame; 

Possess’d, he thought, of ev'ry joy of life : 

But his dear Molly prov’d a very wife. 

Kxcess of fondness did in time decluie. 

Madam lov’d money, and the Knight lov’d wine: 

From whence some petty discord would arise. 

As, “ Y(.u Ve a fool !” — iind, “ You arc mighty wise 
Though he and all the world allow’d her wit, 

Her voice was shrill, and rather loud than sweet ; 

When she began, for hat and sword he'd call, 

Then after a faint kiss cry, B’ye, dear Moll: 

Supper and friends expect me at the Rose.” 

And what, Sir John, you’ll get your usual dose ! 

Go, stink of smoke, and guzzle nasty wine: 

Sure, never virtuous love was used like mine !” 

Oft as the watchful bellman marched his round, 

At a fresh bottle gay Sir John he found. 

By four the knight would get bis business done, 

And only then reel'd oil'— because aloD^; 

Full well be knew the dreadtiii storm^& come ; 

But, arm’d with Bourdenx, he durst venture home. 

* These verses are by Mr, William Harrison* 
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My lady vrith her tongue was still prepar'd. 

She rattled loud, and lie impatient bear'd : 

'Tis a tine hour ! iii a hweet pickle made 1 
/Vnd this, Sir John, is every day the trade. 

Here 1 sit moping all the live-long night. 

Devour’d with spleen, and stranger to delight; 

’Till morn sends staggering home a drunken beast, 

Resolv’d to break my heart, iis well as rest.” 

“ Ifej! hoop ! d’ ye hear my damn’d obstreperous spouse ; 
What, can’t you find one bed about the house? 

Will that perpetual clg^ck lie never still ! 

That rival to the .softness of a mill ! 

Some couch and distant room must be iny choicl^, 

Where I may sleep uncurs’d with wife and npise.” 

Lung this uncomfortable life they led, 

With snarling meals, and each asep’ratc bed. 

To an old uncle oft she would complain, r 

Beg his advice, and scarce from tears refrain, 

Old Wisewood smojt’d the matter as it was; 

“ Cheer up !” cry’d he, ‘‘ and I’ll r^miove the cause. 

A wondrous spring within my garden fiows, 

Of sovereign virtue, chietly to compose 
Domestic jars, and matrimonial strife; 

The best elixir t’ appease man and wife ; ' 

Strange are Ih’ eflects,the qualities divine; 

’Tis water enll’d, but worth its weight in wine. 

If in his .sullen airs Sir John should come, 

Three spoonfuls lake, hold In your month-^then mum. 

Smile, and look pleas’d, when he ^hall rage and scold; 

Still in your mouth the liealing cordial hold: 

One month this sympathetic ined’eiiio Iry'd, 

Jie’ll grow a lover, you a happy bride. 

But; dearest niece, keep this grand secret close, 

Or every prattling hussy ’ll beg a dose.” 

A water bottle ’s brought for her relief; 

Not Nanis could sooner ease the lady’s grief: 

Her busy thoughts arc on the trial bent, 

And, female like, impatient for th’ event. 

The boiiiiy knight reels home exceeding clear, 

J’repar’d for clamour and domestic war; 

I'ntering, he cries, ‘‘ Iley I where ’s our thunder tied ! 

\ o hurricane ! Betty, 'a your lady dead ? 

Madam, aside, an amp}<t mouthful takes, 

('Urt’sies, looks kind, but not a word she speaks ; 
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Wondering, lie star’d, scarcely his eyes believ’d. 
But found his ears agreeably deceiver. 

“ Why how now, Molly, what ’s the crotchet now ?” 
She sinilcs, akid answers only with a bow. 

Then, clasping her about, “ Why, let mo die ! 

These night-coaths, Moll, become thee mightily 
With that he sigh’d, her hand began to press, 

And Betty calls, her lady to undress. 

“ Nay, kiss me, Molly — for Tin much incliird.” 

Her lace she cuts, to take him in the mind : 

Thus the fond pair to bed enamour'd went, 

'The lady pleas’d, and the good knight content. 

For many days these fond endearments pa.st, 

The reconciling bottle fails at last; 

’Twas us’d and gone — then midnight storms arose, 
And looks and words the union discompose, 
flcr coach is order’d, and post htistc she Hies, 

To beg her uncle for some fresh supplies; 
Transported does the strange ctfects relate. 

Her knight’s conversion, and her happy stale ! 

“ Why, niece,’’ says he, “ I pr’ythee apprehend. 
The water’s water— be thyself the friend. 

Such beauty would the coldest huslpiiid warm ; 

But ybur provoking tongue undoes the charm: 

Be silent and complying; you’ll soon tiiid, 

Sir John without a med'ciiie will be kind.” 


St. Jowess Coffee-Ilouscy April 13. 

1 Letteis from Venire say, the disappointment of 
their expectation to see his Danish Majesty has very 
much disquieted the Court of Rome. Our last ad- 
\ ices from Germany inform us, that the Minister of 
Hanover has urged the Council at Ratisbonne to 
exert themselves in behalf of the common cause, 
and taken the liberty to say, That the dignity, the 
virtue, the prudence of bis Hectorial Highness, his 
master, were called to the head of their affairs in 
vain, if they thought fit to leave him naked of the 
proper in'eans, to make those cxeellencies useful for 
the honour and safety of the empire. They write 
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from Berlin of the thirteenth, 0. S. 'ITiat the true 
dcsi[p:i of General Fleming's vist to that Court was, 
to insinuate that it will bo for the mutual interest of 
the King: of Prussia and King Augustus to enter into 
a new alliance; but that the Ministers of Prussia 
are not inclined to his sentiments. We hear froiti 
Vienna, that his ImperinI Majesty has expressed 
great satisfaction in their High Mightinesses having 
communicated to him the whole that has passed in 
the adair of a peace. Though there have been prac- 
tices used by the agents of France, in all the Courts 
of Europe, to break the gdod understanding of tlie 
allies, they have had no other effect, but to make 
all the members concerned in the alliance more 
doubtful of their safety from the great offers of the 
enemy. The Emperor is roused by this alarm, and 
the frontiers of all the French dominions arc in dan- 
ger of being insulted the ensuing campaign. Atl- 
vices from all parts confirm, that it is impossible for 
1' ranee to find a way to obtain so much credit, as to 
gain any one potentate of the allies, or coi^ceive any 
hope for safety from other prospects. 


Fr()7)i 7nv oxvn Aparirnent, April 1,'}. 

I find it of very great use, now I am setting up 
for a writer of news, that I am an adept in astrolo- 
gical speculations : by which means I avoid speak- 
ing of things which may ofllmd great persons. But, 
at the same time, I must not prostitute the liberal 
sciences so far, as not to utter the truth in cases 
which do not immediately concern the gor)d of my 
native country. I must therefore contradict what 
has been so assuredly reported by the news-writers 
of England, That J^fance is in the most d(‘plorabIc 
condition, aiid that tlieir people die in great mul- 
titudes. I will therefore let the world know, that 
, my correspondent, by the way of Brussels, informs 
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me upon his honour, That the gentleman wlio 
writes the Gazette of Paris, and oup^ht to know as 
well as any man, has told him, that ever since the 
King has been past his sixty-third year, or grand 
climacteric, there has not died one man of the French 
nation who was younger than his Majesty, except a 
very few, who were taken suddenly near the village 
of Hockstet in Germany; and some more, who were 
straitend for lodging at a place called Ramilies, and 
died on the road to Ghent and Bruges. There are 
also other things given out by the allies, which are 
shifts below a conquering nation to make use of. 
Among others it is said, There is a general murmuring 
among the people of France, though at the same 
time all my letters agree, that there is so good an 
understanding aniong them, that there is not one 
morsel carried out of any market in the kingdom, but 
what is delivered upon credit. 


N" 3. SATURDAY, APRH. 16, 1709. 


Quiequid agunt homines—^ 

nostri est farrago lihcllL 

Jirv. Sat. 1. 85, 8(>. 

Wliate'er men do, or say, er think, or dream. 

Our motley pap^r seizes foi its theme. P. 

Wil^s Coffee-house, April 14. 

Th^ evening the comedy called the Country Wife 
was acted in Drury-lane, for the benefit of Mrs. 
Bigncll. The part which gives name to the play 
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was performed by herself. Through the whole 
action she made a very pretty figure, and exactly 
entered into the nature of the part. Her husband, 
in the drama, is represented to be one of those de- 
bauchees who rim through the vices of the town, 
and believe when they think fit, they can inaiTy 
and settle at their ease. His own knowledge of the 
iniquity of the age makes him choose a wife wholly 
ignorant of it, and place his security in her want of 
skill to abuse him. The poet, on many occasions, ’ 
where the propriety of the character will admit of it, 
insinuates, that there is no defence against vice but 
the contempt of it ; and has, in the natural ideas of 
an untainted innocent, shown the gradual steps to 
ruin and destruction which persons of condition run 
into, without the help of a good education to form 
their conduct. The torment of a jealous coxcomb, i 
which arises from h is own fa lse maxims, and the ag- 
gravation of his paui by^the very words in which he 
secs her innocence, makes a very pleasant and in- ' 
struct! ve satire. The character of Horner, and the 
design of it, is a good representation^ of the age in 
which that comedy was written; at which time 
love and wenching were the business of life, and 
the gallant manner of pursuing women was the best 
recommendation at Court. To this only it is to be 
imputed, that a gentleman of Mr. Wycherley’s cha- 
racter and sense condescends to represent the insults 
done to the honour of the bed, without just reproof : 
but to have drawn a man of probity with regard to 
such considerations had been a monster, and a poet 
had at that time discovered his want of knowing the 
manners of the Court he lived in, by a virtuous cha- 
racter in his fine gentleman, -as he would show his 
ignorance, by drawing a vicious one to please the 
present audience. Mrs. Bignell did her part very 

VOL. I. D 
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hiippily, and had a certj^ii graco in her rusticity, 
which gave ms liopos of seeing her a vciy skililil 
player, and in some parts supply our loss of Mrs. 
Verbruggen. 1 cannot be of the same opinion with 
my friends and fellow-labourers, the Reformers of 
Manners, in their severity towards plays; but must 
allow, that a good play acted before a well-bred au- 
dience, must raise very proper incitements 'to good 
behaviour, and be the most quick and most prevail- 
ing method of giving young people a turn of sense 
and breeding. But as I have set up for a weekly 
historian, 1 resolve to be a faithful one; and there- 
fore take this public eccasion to admonish a young 
nobleman, who .came flustered into the box last 
night, and let him know how much all his friends 
were out of countenance for him. The w^omen sat 
in terror of hearing something that should shock 
their rpodesty, and all the gentlemen in as much 
pain out of compassion tc^ the ladies, and perhaps 
resentment for the indignity w^hich was offered in 
coming into their presence in so disrespectful a man- 
ner. Wine made him say nothing that was rude, 
therefore he is forgiven, upon condition he never 
will hazard his offending more in this kind. As T 
just now hinted, 1 own myself of the “ Society for 
Reformation of Manners.” Wc have lower instru- 
ments tl 'm those of the family of BickerstaflT, for 
punishing great crimes, and exposing the abandoned. 
Therefore, as I design to have notices from all public 
assemblies, I shall take upon mo only indecorums, 
improprieties, and negligences, in such as should 
give us better examples. After this declaration, if 
a fine lady thinks fit to gigle at church, or a great 
beau come iu drunk to a play, either shall be sure to 
hear (ff it in my ensuing paper. For, merely as a 
well-bred man, I cannot bear these enormities. 
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After the play we naturally stroll to this coffee- 
house, in hopes of meeting some new poem, or other 
entertainment, among the men of wit and pleasure 
where there is a dearth at present. But it is wonder- 
ful there should be so few writers, when the art is 
become merely mechanic, and men may make them- 
selves great that way, by as certain and infallible 
rules as you may be a joiner or a mason. There hap- 
pens a good instance of this in what the hawker has 
just now offered to sale, to wit, “ Instructions to 
Vanderbank; a Sequel to the Advice to the Poets; 
a Poem, occasioned by the glorious, success of her 
Majesty’s arms, under the command of the Duke of 
Marlborough, the last year in Plunders.”* Here you 
are to understand, tliat the author, finding the poets 
would not take hfs advice, troubles himself no more 
about them ; but has met with one Vanderbank, who 
works in arras, and makes very good tapestry hang- 
ings: therefore, in order to celebrate the hero, of the 
age, he claps togotlicr all that can be said of a man 
that makes hangings : 


Then, artist, »ho does Nature’s face express 
Jn bilk and ^old, and scenes of action dress; 

Dost tifriii'M arrus animated leave, 

Spin a bright story, or a passion weave ; 

By iniiigliiig tiircads, caiist mingle shade and light, 
Delineate triuui piis, or describe a light ? 

Well, what shall this workman do? why? to 
show how groat an hero the poet intends, he provides 
him a very good horse : 

Champing his foam, and hounding on the plain, 

Arch his high neck, and graceful spread his mane. 

Now as to the intrepidity, the calm courage, the 
constant application of the hero, it is not necessary 

* By Sir Hichard Blarkmore. 

i> 9 
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to take tliat upon yourself; you may, in tlie lamp, 
bid him you employ, raise h[^ 4 'as hij^h as he tfan ; 
and if he does it not, let hinl'atisvver for disobeying^ 
orders. 

Let fame and victory in inferior sky 

Hover \^ith balanc'd wings, and bmiling (ly 

Above his head, Ac. 

A whole poem of this kind may bu ready ao;ainst 
an ensuing campaign, as well as a space left in the 
canvas of a piece of taj)estry for the principal figure, 
while the mider-parl s arc working ; so that, in ef- 
fect, the adviser copi(!S after the man he pretends 
to direct. This lucthod should, inethiiiks, encou- 
rage young beginners : for the invention is so fitted 
to all capacities, tliat by the help of it a man may 
make a receipt for a poem. A young man may ob- 
serve that the jig of the thing is, as I said, finding 
out all that can be said in his way whom you em- 
ploy t(t set forth your worthy. Waller and Denham 
had worn out the expedience of ‘‘ Advice to a 
Painter:'’ this author has transferred the work, 
and sent his Advice to die Poets ; that is to say, 
to the Turners of Verse, as he calls them. Well; 
that thought is worn out also ; tluireforc he directs 
his genius to the loom, and will have a new set of 
hangings in honour of the last year in Flanders. I 
must own to you, I approve extremely this inven- 
tion, and it might be improved for the benefit of 
manufactory ; as, suppose an ingenious gentleman 
should write a poem of advice to a Callico-priritcr ; 
do you think there is a girl in England, that would 
wear any thing but the “ Taking of Lisle,” or, 
“ The Battle of Oudenarde They would cer- 
tainly be all the fashion, until the heroes abroad had 
cut out some more patterns. 1 should fancy small 
skirmishes might do for under-petticoats, provided 
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tlu‘y hud d sieg'u for thu«upper. If our ud visor wero 
W(‘1I imitated, many’ inclustrioiis people niig^ht be 
{)iit to work. Little Mr. Ductile, now in the 
room, wlio formerly writ a sorijj and a lialf, is 
week i^one in a very ]>retty work, upon this hint ; 
he is writing* an epigram to a young virgin who 
knits very well (it is a thousand pities he is a J.v 
cobiU;)*. but his epigram is by way of advice to. this 
damsel, to knit id! the actions of the Pretender and 
the Duke of llurgnndy’s last cain[>aign in tlie clock 
of a stocking. It weni endless to enumerate the 
many liaiids and trades that may be employed by 
poets, of so useful a turn as this adviser. I shall 
think of it; and, in this time of taxes, shall consult 
a great critic employed in the custom- house, in order 
to propose what tax may be proper to be put upon 
knives, seals, rings, hangings, wrought beds, gowns^ 
and petticoats, wliore any of these commoditifes bear 
mottoes, or are worked upon poetical grounds, 

.St. James s Coffee-houscy April 1 o. 

Letters from Turin of the third instant^ N. S- 
iidbrm us, tluit his Royal Highness* employs all 
his address in alarming the enemy, and pcrjiioxing 
their speculations concerning his real designs the 
ensuing campaign. Contracts are entered into wdth 
the merchants of Milan, for a great number of mules 
to transport his provisions and ammunition. His 
Royal Highness has ordered the train of artillery to 
be conveyed to Susa before the twentieth of the next 
month. Til the mean time, all accounts agree, that 
the enemy are very backward in their preparations, 
and almost incapable of defending themselves against 
an invasion, by reason of the general murmurs of 
their own people; which they find, are no way 


* Prince £0|*;cno. 
i> 3 
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vto be quieted, but by giving hopes of a speedy 
peace. When these lettefr^ere despatched, the 
^Marshal de Thessc was arrived at Genoa, where he 
has taken much paips to keep the correspondents of 
the merchants of ftance in hopes that measures 
' will be found out to support the credit and ct>mr 
merce between that state and Lyons ; but the lal(j 
declaration of the agents of Monsieur Bernard, that 
they cannot discharge the demands made upon them, 
has quite dispirited all those who are engaged in the 
remittances of France. 


J'rom my own Apartment^ April 15. 

It is a very natural passion in all good members 
of the commonwealth, to take what care tliey can of 
their families ; therefore I hope the reader will for- 
give me, that I desire he would go to the play called 
the Stratagem this evening, which is to be acted for 
the beniBfit of my near kinsman, Mr. John Bickcr- 
staflF.* I protest to you, the gentleman has not 
spoken to me to desire this favour ; but I have a 
respect for him, as well in regard to consanguinity, 
as that Ik is an intimate iViciid of that famous and 
^heroic actor, Mr, George Powel; who formerly 
played Alexander the Great in all places, though 
he is lately grown so reserved, as to act it only on 
the stage. 


* A real player of that name. 
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i^uicqnid agnnt homines — — 

nostui eslfaTrago Ubflii, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85y 8(f. 

Whaie’ei- men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Ir is usual with persons who mount the stage for 
the cure or inforinafion of the crowd about tliein, 
to make solemn professions of their being wholly 
disinterested in the pains they take for the public 
good. At the same time, those very men who 
make harangues in plush doublets, and extol their 
own abilities and generous inclinations, tear their 
lungs ill vending a drug, and show no act of bounty, 
except it be, that they lower a demand of a crowii 
to six, nay, to one penny. Wc have a contempt 
for such paltry bartcrers, and have therefore all 
along informed tlu^ publick, that wc intend to give 
them our advices for our own sakes, and arti labour- 
ing to make our lucubrations conn* to some price in 
money, for our more convenient support in the ser- 
vice of the publick. It is certain tliat many other 
schemes have been proposed to me, as a friend of- 
fered to show me a Treatise he had writ, which he 
called, “ The whole Art of Life ; or, Tlic introduc- 
tion to great Men, illustrated in a Pack of Cards.” 
But, being a novice at all manner of play, I de- 
clined the offer. Another advised me, for want of 
money ,jto set up my coach, and practise physic; 
but, having been bred a scholar, I feared ! should 
not succeed that way neitlicr ; therefore resolved to 
go on in my present project. But you are to un- 
derstand, that I shall not pretend to raise a cre<|it 



TATLiiK. 


;j*2 


NM. 


to tills work upon the weight of niy politic news 
only, but, as my Latin sentence in the title-page 
informs you, shall take any thing that ojfers for the 
subject of my discourse. Thus' new persons, as well 
as new tilings, are to come under my consideration ; 
as when a Toast or Wit is first pronounced such, 
you shall liavc the freshest advice of their prefer- 
ment from me, witli a description of the Beauty’s 
manners, and the Wit’s style, as also in whose 
places they are advanced : for this town is never 
good-natured enough to raise one without depress- 
ing another. But it is my design to avoid saying 
any thing of any person, which ought justly to dis- 
please ; but shall endeavour, by the variety of the 
matter and style, to give entertainment for men of 
pleasure, without offence to those of business.” 


White's Chocolate -house i April 18 . 

All liearts at present pant for two ladies only, 
who have for some time engrossed the dominion of 
the town. They arc indeed both exceeding charm- 
ing, but differ very much in their excellencies. The 
beauty ol’ Clarissa is soft, that [of Chloe piercing. 
When you look at Clarissa, you sec the most exact 
liarmony of feature, complexion, and shape ; you 
find in Chloe nothing extraordinary in any one of 
those parti Mdars, but the whole woman irresistible. 
Clarissa looks languishing; Chloe kissing; Clarissa 
never fails of gaining admiration ; Chloe of moving 
desire. Tlie gazers at Clarissa are at first uncon- 
cerned, as if they were observing a fine picture; 
they who behold Chloe, at the first glance discover 
transport, as if they met their dearest friend. These 
different perfections arc suitably represented by the 
last great painter Italy has sent us, Mr. Jervas. 
Clarissa is by that skilful hand placed in a manner 
that looks artless, and innocent of the torments she 
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gibes ; Chloc is drawn with a liveliness that shows 
she is conscious of, but not aflocted with, her per- 
foctions. Clarissa is a shepherdess, Cldoc, a coun- 
try girl. I must own, the design of Chloe’s picture 
sliovvs, to me, great mastery in the painter; for 
notliing could be better iinaginrd than the dress he 
has given her, of a straw-hat and a ribbon, to rejire- 
sent that sort of beauty which enters the heart with 
a certain familiarity, and cheats it into a belief that 
it lias n'coived a lover as well as an object of love. 
The force of lb('ir ditferent beaiiti(‘S is seen also in 
the effects it makes on their lovers. The admirers 
of Cliloe are eternally gay and well-pleased ; those 
of Clarissa melauclioly and thoughtful. And as 
this passion always cliaiiges the natural man into 
a »(uitc ilifferent creature from what he was before, 
the love of Cliloe makes coxcombs ; that of Clarissa 
madmen. There were of each kind just now in 
this room. Here was one that whistles, laughs, 
sings, and cuts capers, for love of Chloc. Another 
has just now writ throe lines to Clarissa, then taken 
a turn in the garden, then came back again, then 
ton* his fragmoul, then called for some chocolate, 
then went away without it. 

Chloc has so many admirers in the house at pre- 
sent, that there is too much noise to proceed in my 
jiarration ; so that the progress of the loves of Cla- 
1 issa and Chloc, together with tlie bottles that a^e 
drunk each night for the one, and the numy sighs 
which are uttered, and songs written on the other, 
must be our subject on future occasions. 

Fri7/'s Cojfee-hoitse^ April 18. 

Letters from the Hay-market inform us, that, on 
Saturday night last, the opera of Pyrrhus and De- 
metrius was performed witli great applause. This 
intelligence is not very acceptable to us friends of 
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the theatre ; for the stage being an entertainment of 
the reason and all our faculties, this way of being 
pleased with the suspense .pf them for tliree hours 
together, and being given ijp to the shallow satis- 
faction of the eyes and ears only, seems to arisi 
rather from the degenoi*acy of our understanding, 
than an improvenient of our diversions. That the 
understanding has no pm*t in the pleasure is evident, 
from what these letters very positively assert, to W’it, 
that a great part ol‘ the perforinance was done in 
Italian: and a great critiek *' fell into fits in the 
gallery, at seeing, not only lime and place, but 
languages and nations, confused in the most incor- 
rigible rniiniier. His spleen is so extremely moved 
on this occasion, that he is going to publish another 
treatise against operas, which, he thinks, have already 
inclined us to thoughts of peace, gnd, if tolerated, 
must infallibly dispirit us from carrying on the war. 
He has eoiumunioated his scheme to the whole 
room, and d(‘clared in what manner things of this 
kind were Drst introduced. He has upon this 
occasion considered tin* na( iWt of sounds in gen(?ral, 
and made a very elabojule digression upon the 
London Cries, wherein he lias shown, from reason 
and philosophy, why oyst(;rs me cried, card-matches 
sung, and turneps and all f>!lier vegetables neither 
cried, sung, nor said, but sold, with an accent and 
tone neitlu 1* natural to man nor beast, Tliis piece 
seems to be taken from the mqdel of tliat excellent 
discourse of Mrs. Manly t- the school-mistress, con- 
cerjjing samplers. Ad vie* s from the upper end of 

Piccadilly say, that May l-'air is utterly abolished; 


Joliii Dennis 

+ See, in J)r. King'< work^, vol. II. 8vo. edit. 1778, “ An 
Essay on the liiveniioo of Samplers, by Mrs. Arabella Manly, 
Schoolinistress at Hackney.” 



n"4. tatler. ’ 35 

and W(^ hear Mr IViikelhman lias removed his in- 
genious cbnijpany of sellers to Greenwicli. Ihit 
otiicr letters from Deptford say, tlie company is only 
rtiakiii;^ thither, and not yet settled; but that seve- 
ral heathen j^ods and goddesses, which arc t o des<’<*rid 
in rnaehines, landed at the King’s Head Stairs last 
Saturday. Venus and Cupid went on foot from 
thence to Greenwieii ; Mars got drunk in the town, 
and broke his landlord’s head, for which he sat in 
the stocks the whole evening; but Mr. Pcnketli- 
niau giving security tliat he should do nothing this 
ensuing summer, he was set at liberty. The most 
melancholy part of all was, that Diana w'as taken in 
the act of fornication with a boatman, and com- 
mitted by justice Wrathful; which has, it seems, 
put a stop to the^iversions of the theatre of Black- 
heath. But there goes down another Diana and a 
Patient Grissel next tide from Billingsgate. ^ 

It is credibly reported that Mr. D has 

agreed with Mr. Penkethman to have his play acted 
before tliat audience as soon as it has had its first 
sixteen days run in Drury Lane. 

S\ James’s Coffee-house, April 18. 

They write from Saxony of the thirteenth instant, 
N. S. that the grand general of the Crown of 
Poland was so far from entering into a treaty with 
king Stanislaus, that he had written circular letters, 
Avlierein lie exhorted the Palatines to join against 
him ; declaring that this was the most favourable 
conjuncture for asserting their liberty. 

liCtters from the llague of the twenty-third 
instant, N. S. say, they have advices from Vienna, 
which import, that his Electoral flighness of Ha- 
nover had signified to the Imperial Court, that lie 


* Tom D’Urfejv. 
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(lid not intend to put hiniself^at the head of -the 
troops of the hlmpire, except more effectual measun s 
were taken for a<?tii);T vij^orously against the enemy 
the ensuing campaign. Upon this repn*scntation 
the Kiripc'iorhus given orders to several rt'gimenls to 
march towards the Rhine, and dispatched expiesses 
to th('. respective princes of the empire, to desire an 
augmentation of their forces. 

Tliese letters add, that an express arrived at the 
Hague on the twentietli instant, with advice, that 
the enf'my having made a dctaclnnont from Tonrnay, 
of fifteen hundre d horse, each trooper carrying a 
foot soldier beliind him, in order to surprize the 
garrison of Alost ; the allies, upon notice of their 
march, sent out a strong hotly of tnjops from Cdiont, 
which engaged the enemy at Asclj^, and took two 
hundred of them prisoners, obliging the rest to 
retire without making any fartlier attem])t. On the 
twenty-second in tlie morning a Hoet of mercliaiit 
ships coming from Scotland were attacked by six 
French privateers at the entrance of the Meuse. 
We have yet no certain advice of the event : but 
letters from Rotterdam say, that a Dutch man of 
war, of iorty guns, which was convoy to the said 
fleet, was taken, as were also eighteen of the mer- 
chants. The Swiss troops in the service of the 
States have completed the augmentation of their 
respective companies. Those of Wirtemberg and 
Prussia are expected on the frontiers witlnn ft few 
days ; and tlio auxiliarit s from Saxony, as also a 
battalion of Holstein, and another of Wolfcnbuttlo, 
are adtanciiig thither with an expedition. On the 
twenty-first instant the Deputies of flic States had 
a confer^ftee near Woerden with the Pn^sident 
Rouille, but the matter which was therein debated 
is not made public. His grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene continue at the Hague 
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Frtj?}! mu tyxn .'Ipartincnt, April 

I have already boon very stmlions for intellii^ronco, 
and lijivo just now, by iny astroloe;ioal flying post, 
ro(*oivi*d a paokot from l‘Vlioia/ an island in Ame- 
rica, with an account that gives nio great satisfac- 
tion, and lets me uiidcrstand, tliat tin*, island was 
never in greater prosperity, or the administration 
in so good liands, since the death of their late 
glorious King. 1’h(*se loiters import, that the chief 
Minister has entered into a firm leaivuo witli the 
ablest and best racn of the nation, to carry on the 
cause of 'li])erty, to -the encouragement of religion, 
virtue, and honour. Those persons at the helm are 
so useful, and in themselves of such weight, that 
their strict alliance must needs tend to the universal 
prosperity of the peoide. Oaniillo,t it seems, pre- 
sides over the deliberations of state ; and is so highly 
valued by all men, for his singular probity, coiirage, 
aftability, and love of mankind, that his being placed 
in that station has dissipated the fears of that people, 
who of all tlie world are the most jealous of ihoir li- 
berty and happiness, and the least provident for their 
security. The next member of their society is Ho- 
ratio,t who makes all the public dispatches. This 
Minister is master of all the langiiages in use to 
great perfection. lie is held in the highest vene- 
rati^i imaginable for a severe honesty, and love of 
his country : he lives in a Court unsullied with any 
of its artifices; the n-fiige of the oppressed, and 
terror of oppressors. Martio^ has joined himself 
to this council ; a man of most undaunted rcsolu- 

* In this allej^orical paper, by Felicia is meant Britain. 

+ John Lord Somers, President of the Council. 

X Sidney Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer. 

§ J^:dward Russel, Earl of Oxford. 

voi.. 1 . B 



TATLER. 


:38 


^'' 4 • 


tioii, and groat knowledge in maritime affairs ; fa- 
mous for destroying the navy of the Franks,’*' and 
singularly happy in one particular, tliat he never 
prefeiTcd a man who has not proved remarkably 
serviceable to his country. Philander f is men- 
tioned with particular distinction; a nobleman who 
has the most refined taste of the true pleasures and 
elegance of life, joined loan indefatigable industry 
in business ; a man eloquent in assemblies, agree- 
able in conversation, and dextrous in all manner of 
public negotiations. These letters add, tliat Vc- 
ronojl who is also of this council, has lately set 
sail to his govermneiit of Patricia, wiih design to 
confirm tlie affections of the people in the interests 
of his Queen. This miuisbT is master of great abi- 
lities, and is as industrious and restlijss for the pre- 
servation of tlie liberties of the people, as tlic greatest 
enemy can be to subvert them. The influence? of 
these personages, who are men of such distinguished 
parts and virtues, makes the people enjoy the utmost 
tranquillity in the midst of a war, and gives them 
undoubted hopes of a secure peace from their vigi- 
lance and integrity. 


Advertuanent. 

Upon the humble petition of running stationers, 
&c. this Paper may be had of them, for the future, 
at the price of one penny. ^ 

• AtUHosi^.inieOS. 

f WiUU^^&vcndish Duke of Devonshire, Lord Steward 
ofthellouft^. 

j; Tboma^Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

\ The pri^'ceding papers had been given gratis. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL *21, 170!) 


Quicquid aguni honiinet 

uoitri vst farrago liheUt. 

.Irv, Sal. i. 85, 8(i. 

Whatc'iT iiKMi do, or ••ay, or think, or drr.iin, 

Ouririolloy pa|ier beixe^ (or its tlti‘mt\ I*. 

lVhite\s C/toculalc-housey April *2(K 

Wiio namos tli.il lor»t tliinii; lovo, without a tear. 

Since so dtdiauch'd by ill-bred customs hen* ? 

To an exact perfection they have broiii^ht 
The action love, the patssiuii is forgot. 

This was lon^ apjo a witty author's la meditation, 
but the evil still continues; and, if a man of any 
delicacy were to attend the discourses of the young 
fellows of this age, he would believe there were 
none but prostilutos to make the objects of ))assion. 
So true it is wliat th.o author of the above verses 
said, a little before his death, of the noiodcru pre- 
tenders to gallantry: ‘‘they set up for wits in this 
age, hy saying, when they are sober, what they of 
the last s])oko only when they were drunk." But 
Chipid is not only blind at present, hut dead drunk ; 
lie ha's lost all his faculties ; else how should Celia 
he so long a maid, with tliai agreralile behaviour ( 
Corinna with that sprightly wit ? Leshia witli that 
heavenly voice ? and Sachari.ssa, with all those ex- 
cellencies ill one person, frequent the park, the 
play, and murder the poor Tits that drag licr to 
public places, and not a man turn pale at her ap- 
pearance ? But such is the fallen state of love, that 
if it were not for honest Cynthio, who is true to the 
E 2 
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cause, we should harilly have a pattern left of the 
ancient worthies that way : iuid indeed lie has hut 
very little encouragement to persevere ; but he has 
a devotion, rather than love for his mistress, and 
says, 

“ Only tell her tlh'it I love. 

Leave the rcs>t to her and fate : 

Some kind planet from above 
May, perhaps, her pa^>i<}n move : 

Jjoverson their stars must wait.** 


But the stars I am so intimately acquainted with 
that 1 can assure him he will never have her : for, 
would you believe it? though Cynthio has wit, 
good sense, fortune, and his very being depends 
upon her, the UTinagant for whom he siglis is in 
love with a fellow who stares in the glass all the 
time ho is with her, and lets lu'r plainly sou she 
may possibly be his rival, but never his mistress. 
Yet Cynthio, the same unhappy man whom 1 men- 
tioned in my first narrative, pleases himself with a 
vain imagination that, witli the language of his 
eyes, now he has found who she is, he shall ron- 
qiicr her, though her eyes art* intent upon one who 
looks froFri her; which is ordinary with the sex. It 
is certainly a mistake in the aniients to draw the 
little geiitieman l.ove as a blind boy ; for Ins real 
character is a little thief that squints ; for ask Mrs. 
Meddle, who is a confidem, or s})y, upon all the 
passions in town, and she will tell you that the 
whole is a gai^. of cross purposes. Tlie lover is 
generally pursuing one who is in pursuit of another, 
and runa^g from one that desires to meet him. 
Nay, th^i^iatiire of this passion is so justly repre- 
sented jii a squinting little thief (who is always in 
a duHible action), that do but observe Clarissa next 
time you see her, and you will find, when her eyes 
have made their soft tour round the company, she 
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makes no stay on him tiiey say slie is to marry, 
but rests two seconds of a niinute on Wildair, who 
neither looks nor thinks on her, or any woman el^e. 
However, Cynthio had a bow from her the other 
day, upon which he is very much come to himself ; 
and I heard him send his man of an, errand yester- 
day without any manner of hesitation ; a quarter of 
an hour after which he reckoned twenty, remem- 
bered he was to sup with a friend, and went ex- 
actly to his appointment. 1 sent to know how ho 
did this morning ; and I find that he had not forgot 
that he spoke to me yesterday. 

Colfn-ftoune, April 20. 

This week biung sacred to holy things, and no 
public diversions allowed, there has been taken no- 
tice of even here a little IVeatise called, “ A Pro- 
ject for the Advancement of Religion : dedifcated to 
the Countess of Berkeley.**' The title was so un- 
common, and promised so peculiar a way of think- 
ing, that every man here has read it ; and as many 
as have done so have approved it. ft is written 
with the spirit of one who has seen the world 
enough to undervalue it with good-breeding. The 
author must certainly be a man of wisdom as wi»II 
as piety, and have sp(*nt much time in the exercise 
of both. The real causes of the decay of the inte- 
rest of religion are set forth in a clear and lively 
, manner, without unseasonable passions ; and the 
whole air of the book, as to the language, the sen- 
timents, and the reasonings, shows it was written 
by one whose virtue sits easy about him, and to 
whom vice is thoroughly contemptible* It was said 
by one of this company, alluding to that knowledge 

* First published by Swift in 1709* 
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of the world the author seems to have, ‘‘ The rnaa 
writes* much like a gentleman, and goes to Heaven 
with a very good mien,** 

Sf. Jomch's Coffee- House ^ April 20. 

; Letters from Italy say, that the Marquis de Prie, 
^tlpOIl the receipt of an express from the Court of 
Vieima, went immediately to the palace of Cardinal 
Paulucci, Minister of State to his Holiness, and de- 
manded, in the name of his Imperial Majesty, that 
King Charles should forthwith be acknowledged 
King of Spain, by a solemn act of the congregation 
of Cardinals appointed for that purpose. He declared 
at the same time, that if the least hesitation were 
made in this most important article of the late treaty, 
he should not only be obliged to leave Rome him- 
self, but also transmit his master s orders to the 
Imperial troops to face about, and return into the 
ecclesiastical dominions. When . the Cardinal re- 
ported this message to the Pope, his Holiness was 
struck with so sensible an aiHiction, that he burst 
into tears. His sorrow was aggravated by letters 
which immediately after arrived from the Court of 
Madrid, wherein his Nuncio acquainted him, that, 
upon the news of his accomodation with the Em- 
peror, he had received a message to forbear coming 
to Court, and the people were so highly provoked, 
that they t^juld hardly be restrained from insulting 
his pdacG. These letters acid, that tlie King of 
Denmark was gone from Florence to Pisa, and 
from Pisa to Leghora, when' the Governor paid his 
Majesty all imagii^le honours. Tlie King designed 
to go from thm^ to Lucca,, where a magnificent 
tournament prepared for his diversion. An 
English man of war, which came from Port-Mahon 
to Leghorn in six days, brought advice, that the 
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flw't coiiiinaiided by Admiral Whitaker, was safely 
arrived tit Barcelona, with the troops and ainnnmitiou 
which he had taken in at Naples. 

Cieucral Boneval, Governor of Comaohio, had 
siinmioned the magistrates of all the towns near 
that place to appt*ar before him, and take an oath 
of fidelity to his Imperial Majesty ; commanding 
also the gentry to pay him homage, on pain of 
death t>^and eontiscation of gO(»ds. Advices from 
Switzerland inform ns, that the bankers of Geneva 
were utterly ruined by the failure of Mr. Bernard. 
They add, that the Deputies of the Swiss Cantons 
were returned from SoJeure, where they were as- 
sembled at the in^ance of the French Ambassador, 
but were very mitch dissatisfied with the reception 
they had from that Minister. It is true he omitted 
no civilities or expressions of friendship from his 
master but he took no notice of their pensions and 
arrears : what further provoked their indignation 
was, that, instead of twenty-five pistoles, formerly 
allowed to each member for their charge in coming 
to the Diet, he had presented them with six only. 
Tlicy write from Dresden that King Augustus was 
still busy in recruiting his. cavalry, and that the 
Danish troops that lately served in Hungary had 
orders to be in »Saxoiiy by the middle of May; and 
that his M ajesty of Denmark was expected at Dres- 
den in the beginning of that month. King Au- 
gustus makes great preparations for his reception, 
and has appointed sixty coaches, each drawn by six 
horses, for that purpose; the interview of these 
Princes affords great matter for speculation. Let- 
ters from Paris, of the twenty-second of this month, 
say, that Marshal Harcourt and the Duke of Ber- 
wick were preparmg to go into Alsace and Dau- 
phinc, but that their troops were in want of all 
manner of necessaries. Tlic Court of France had 
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■ received advices from Madrid, tliat oti the seventh 
' of this montli the States of Spain had with much 
magnificence acknowledged the Prince of Asturias 
; {Mresumptive heir to the Crown. This waa pei- 
“ formed at Biien-Retiro : the Deputies took the 
.oaths on that occasion from the hands of Cardinal 
’ Portocatrero. These advices add, that it was sig- 
nified to the Pope^s Nuncio by order of CouncH, to 
depart from that Court in twenty-four houA, and 
that a guard was accordingly appointed to conduct 
him to Bayonne. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-sixth in- 
stant inform us, that Prince Eugene was ta set out 
die next day foV Brussels, to put $t\ things in a rea- 
diness for opening the campaign. They add, that 
the grand Pensioner having reported to the Duke ol’ 
Marjborough what passed in the last conference with 
Mr. Rouille, his Grace had taken a resolution 
immediately to return to Great Britain, to communi- 
cate to her Majesty all that has been transacted in 
that important affair. 

From my own Apartment , April 20. 

The nature of my miscellaneous work is such, 
that I shall always take the liberty to tell for news 
such things (let them have happened never so much 
beforb the time of writing) as have escaped public 
notice, or have been misrepresented to the world ; 
provided that 1 am still within rules, and trespass 
not as a Tatler any farther than in an incorrectness 
of style, and writing in an mr of comnfon speecli. 
Hitts, if J^>tliing that »s said, even of old An- 
chises or'ipneas, be set by me in a different light 
than h^Wtherto been hit in order to inspire 
the loiji^jttnd admiration of wotthy actions, you will, 
gentll ^ader, I hope, accept of it for intelligence 
you |uul not before. But I am going upon a iiarra- 
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tive, the matter of which 1 know to be true : it is 
not only doinj^ justice to the deceased merit of such 
persons, as, had they lived, would not have had it 
in their power to thank me, but also an instance of 
the i^reatness of spirit in the lowest of her Majesty*s 
subjects. Take it as follows ; 

At the sie^e of Namur by the allies, there were 
in the ranks of the company eoinmanded by Captain 
Pincotit, in Colonel Frederick Hamilton’s regiment, 
one Unnion, a corporal, and one Valentine a private 
centinel : there happened between tliese two men a 
dispute about a matter of love, which upon some 
aggravations, grew to an irreconcilcablc hatred. 
Unnion, being the officer of Valentine, took all 
opportunities even to strike his rival, and profess 
the spite and revenge which moved him to it. The 
centinel bore it without resistance ; but frequently 
said, he would die to be revenged of that tyrant. 
'I’hey had spejit whole months thus, one injuring, 
tlie other complaining ; when in the midst of this 
rage towards each other, they were commanded 
upon the attack of the castle, where the corporal 
received a shot in the thigh, and fell ; the French 
pressing on, and he expecting to be trampled to 
death, called out to his enemy. Ah, Valentine, 
can you leave me here? Valentine immediately 
ran back, and in the midst of a thick fire of the 
French took the corporal u})on his back, and 
brought him through all that danger as far as the 
Abbey of Salsine, where a cannon ball took off his 
head : his body fell under his enemy whom he was 
cariying off. Unnion immediately forgot his wound, 
rose up, tearing his hair, and then threw himself 
upon the bleeding carcase, crying ‘*Ali, Valen- 
tine ! was it for me, who have so barbarously used 
thee, that thou hast died? Iwull not live after 
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thee.” He was not by any means to be forced from 
the body, bat was removed with it bleedinj^ in his 
arms, and attended with tears by all their comrafles 
who knew their enmity. When he was brought to a 
tent, his wounds were dressed by force; but the 
next day still calling upon Valentine, and lamenting 
bis cruelties to him, he died in the pangs of remorse 
and despair. 

It may be a question among men of noble senti- 
ments, whether of these unfortunate persons had 
the greater soul ; he that was so generous as to 
.venture his life for his enemy, or he who could not 
suryive the man that died, laying upon him such an 
obligation? 

when we sec spirits like these in a people, to 
what heights may wc not suppose their glory may 
rise! but (as it is excellently observed by Sallust) 
it is not only to the generaf bent of a nation that 
great revolutions are owning, but to the extraordi- 
nary genio*s that lead them. On which occasion, 
he proceeds to say, that the Roman greatness was 
neither to be attributed to their superior policy, for 
in that the Carthaginians excelled ; nor to tlujir va- 
lour, for in that the Gauls were preferable ; but to 
particular men, who were born for the good of 
their coimti-y, and formed for great attempts. 
This he says to introduce the characters of Ctesar and 
Cato. It would be entering into too weighty a 
discdtirsc for this place, if I attempted to shew, 
that our nation has produced as great and able men 
for public affairs as any other. But I believe the 
readet me, and fixes his imagination upon 

the Dukd^f Marlborough. It is, methinks, a 
plea^qlp^ileciion to consider the dispensations of 
Prom|^ce in the fortuiie of this illustrious man', 
wlift™ ibe Space of forty yearn, has (massed throng 
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all the gradations of human life, until he has 
ascended to the character, of a Prince*, and be- 
come the scourge of a tyrant, who sat on one of 
tlie greatest thrones of Europey. before the man 
was to have the greatest part in his downfall had 
made one step in the world. But such elevations 
are the natural consequences of an exact prudence, a 
calm courage, a well-governed temper, a patient 
ambition, and an affable behaviour. Tliese/arts, as 
they are the steps of his greatness, so they are tlie 
pillars of it now it is r^sed. To diis, her glorious 
son. Great Britain is indebted for the happy conduct 
of her arms, in whom she can boast, that she has 
produced a man formed by Nature to lead a nation 
of heroes. 


N®(). SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1709. 


Quicquid agmt hotnines -^ — 

nosfri est fltt*rago Hbelli. 

Jvv, Sat. i. 85, 86. 


Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

fFi/rs Coffee-house, April 22. 

I AM just come from visiting Sappho, a fine lady, 
who writes verses, sings, dances, and can say and 

* In the year 1704, w consequence of the memorahle vic- 
tory at Hochsted, the Duke of Marlborough was appointed a 
Prince of the Empire, and had Mildenheim assigned for his 
principality, Nov, 12, 1705, 
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do whatever she pleases, without the iiuputatioii of 
aay thing that can injure her character ; for she is 
ao well known to have no passion but self-love ; or 
, felly, but affectation; that now, upon any occa- 
, sion, they only cry, It is her Wayr and, “That 
is so like lier!” without farther reflection. As 1 
came into the room, she cries, “Oh I Mr. Bicker- 
staff, 1 am utterly undone; 1 have broke that pretty 
Italian fan I showed you when you were here last, 
wherein were so admirably drawn our first paiTiits 
in Paradise, asleep in each other’s arms. But there 
is such an aflinily hetweeu painting and poetry, 
that I have been improving the images which were 
raised by that picture, by reading the same repre- 
sentation in two of our greatest poets. I.ook you, 
Jiere are the same passages in Milton and in Drydon. 
,A11 Milton’s thoughts are wonderfully just and na- 
tural, in that inimitable description which Adam 
makeli of himself in the eiglith book of Paradise 
Lost. But there is none of them finer than that 
Ci^tained in the following lines, where he tells us 
his thoughts, when he was falling asleep a little 
the creation: 

Wllilt tbiu t and stray’d 1 knew not whiUier, 

1 'Pmm whence 1 firsCdrew air, and first beheld 
Thb b^tpy llghti when answer none return'd, 

On a i;recn stedy bank, profuse of flowers, 

' '^T^nsive I state me down: ther^ gentle sleep 
' fowid me, and with soft oppression seird 

dnfeUed sense, not|Uobied,thongh 1 thought 
' I dteawas passing to my former state, 

< a nj^fo rthwithto dissolve. 

|L Btttinow kHpiot forgive this odious thing, this 
fpi^deii, his ** State of Innocence,” has 

•Mven towH ^t-grandmother Eve the same appre- 
.£enhiohrapF annihilation on a very different occa- 
iion; pronounced it of himself, when he 



TAtL&ft* 


‘0. 

was seized with a pleasing^ UaA (fi stupor and dead- 
ness; Eve fancies herself fallmg away, and dissolv- 
iiig in the hurry of a rapture. However, the verses 
are >ery good, and 1 do not know but vrh^t she says 
maybe natural: I will read .them. 

When your kind eye^ look'd laniOiUhiiig on mine, 

And wreathing ai mi» did soft embraces join ; 

A doobthil trembling seiz'd me first all o'er. 

Then wishes, and a uarmth unknown before; 

What follow'd was all ecfatacy and trance, 

Immortal pleasures round my snimming eyes did dance ^ 
And &peechle«s joys, in nhobe sneet tumults to^t, 

1 thought my breath and my new Being lost. 

She went on, and said a thousand good things at 
random, but so strangely miiced, that you irould 
be apt to say, all her wit is mere good luck, 
not the effect of leason and judgment. When I 
made my escape hitiier, [ found a genUfimaa piaff- 
ing the cutic on two other great poets: even Virgil 
and Homer. He was observing, that Virgil i| more 
judicious than the othci in the epithets he gives his 
hero. Homers usual epithet, said he, is ifs^r 
wxuf, or uo^otpxns, and bis indiscretion has bt^n 
often 1 allied by the critics, for mentioning ti^ 
nimbleuess of foot in Achilles, thd^gb he deaeribes 
him standing, sitting, lying down, fighting, eating, 
drinking, or in any other circumatanc^ however 
foreign or repugnant to speed and activity. Vir- 
gil’s common epithet to £neas is Pius, or ISotcr. 
1 have therefore considered, said be, what ptoage 
there is in any of his hero’s attions, where either of 
these appellations would have been moat improper, 
to see if 1 could catch him at the same fault wth 
Homer; and this, I think, is his meeting wiftf»fiido 
in the cave, where Pius AEueas Would have 
been absurd, and Pater iEneas a burlesque: the 
poet therefore wisely dropped them both for Dat 

VOL. I. * 
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Ttojanus; wliich |i6 has r(f|>eated twice in Juno’s 
speech, and his own narration; for he very well 
knew, a loose action might bo consistent enough 
with the u^al manners of a soldier,^ though it became 
neither the chastity of a pious man, nor the gravity of 
the fathoi of a people. 

Grecian Coffec-loa^e^ April 22. 

While othei parts of the town are amused with 
tlie picsent actions, we generally spend the evening 
at this tabic in inquiries into antiquity, and tlnnk any 
thing News which gives as new knowledge. Thus 
we are making a very pleasant entertainment to our- 
selves", in putting the actions of Homer’s Iliad into an 
exact Journal. 

ITiis Poem is introduced by Chryses, king of 
Chryseis ahd Piiest of Apollo, who comes to re- 
demand his daughter, who had been earned off at 
the taking of that city, and gi\cn to Agamemnon for 
his part of the booty. The refusal he received enrages 
Apollo, who for nine days showeied down darts upon 
them, which occasioned the pestilence. 

The tenth da); Achilles assembled the council, 
and Encourages Cil^lcas to speak for the sui render 
of Chiyseis to appease Apollo. Agamemnon and 
Achilles storm at one another, notwithstanding 
which, Agamemnon will not release his prisoner, 
unless hi lias Briseis in her stead. After long con- 
testations wherein Agamemnon " gives a glorious 
character of Achilles’s valour, he determines to re- 
store Cliryseis to her fither, and sends two heralds 
tbfeti^Away Briseis from Achilles, who abandons 
tumsell to sorrow and despmr. llis mother Thestis 
ootnes to c^foit him under his aflliction, and pro- 
mises to rtmrescnthis sorrowful lamentation to Ju- 
pitei : biit fie could not attend to it ; for, the even- 
ing before he had appointed to divert himself for 
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two (lays 
plans. 

It was the twenty-first day afti|r Cfiiyseis’s arrival 
at the camp; that .Thetis went ve^ ^ly to demand 
an audience of Jupiter. The ineans he Used to sa- 
tisfy her were, to persuade the Creeks to attack the 
Trojans; that so they might perceive the conse- 
quence of contemning Achilles, and the miseries 
they suffer, if he does not head them. The next 
night he orders Agamemnon, in a dream to atlaek 
them : who was deceived with the liopes of obtain- 
ing a victory, and also taking the city, without 
sharing the honour with Achilles. 

On the twenty-second in the morning he assembles 
the council, and having made a feint of raising 
th(i siege and retiring, he declares to them his 
dream ; and, together with Nestor and Ulysses, rer 
solves on an engagement. 

Tliis was the twenty-tliird day, which is foil of 
incidents, and which continues from almost the 
beginning of the second canto to the eighth. Tlio 
armies being then drawn up in view of one another, 
Hector brings it about that Menelaus and Paris, the 
two persons concerned in the quaj^rd, should decide 
it by a single combat, : which tending to the ad- 
vantage of Menelaus, was interrupted by a cow- 
ardice infused by Minerva: then both armies eri- 
gage,*wljcre tlic Trojans have the disadvant^; 
but being afterwards animated by Apollo, they re- 
pulse the enemy, yet they are once again forced to 
give ground; but their affairs were retrieved by 
Hector, who has a single cennbat with Ajax. The 
gods threw themselves into battle f June and 
Minerva took tlie Grecians jiart, and jfAjfbBo add 
Mars the .Trojans ; but Mars and Venus are both 
wounded by Diomccles;^;' 

> 2 ' 


beyond the seas harndcss Ethio- 
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The truce for burying the slain ctidcd the twenty- 
third day, after which the Greeks threw up a great 
intrenchment, to secure their navy from danger. 
Councils arc held on both sides. On the morning 
of the twenty-fourth day the battle is rcnowtd, hut 
ill a very disadvantageous manner to the Greeks, 
who are beaten back to their in trench ments, Aga- 
memnon, being in despair at this ill success, pro- 
poses to the council to quit the enterprise, and retire 
from Troy. But, by the advice of Nestor, he is 
persuaded to regain Achilles, by returning Briscis, 
and sending him considerable presents. Hereupon 
Ulysses and Ajax are sent to that hero, who conti- 
nues indexible in his anger. Ulysses, at his return, 
joins himself with Diomedes, and goes in the night 
to gain intelligence of the enemy : they cnteT iiito 
tlieir very camp, where finding the centinels asleep, 
they made a great slaughter. Rhesus, who was just 
then arrived with recruits from Thrace for the 
Trojans, was killed in that action. Here ends the 
tenth canto. The sequel of this Journal will be in- 
serted in the next article from this place. 


Si. Jameses Coffee-house, April 22. 

We hoar from: Italy, that notwithstanding the 
Pope has received a letter from the Duke of Anjou 
demanding of him to explain himself upon the affair 
of acknowledging King Charles, his holiness has not 
yet thought fit to send any answer to that prince. 
The court of Rome appears very much mortified, 
that they are not to see his Majesty of Denmark in 
that city, having perhaps given themselves vain 
hopes from a visit made by a Protestant prince to 
that see. ^ The Pope has dispatched a gentleman to 
compliment his Majesty, and sent the King a present 
of all the curiosities and antiquities of Rome, re- 
presented in seventeen volumes very richly bound, 
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which were taken out of the Vatican library, l^ef- 
ters from Genoa, of the fourteenth inst^uit, say, 
that a felucca was arrived there in five days from 
Marseilles, with an account, that the people of that 
city had made an insurrection, by reason of the 
scarcity of provisions ; and that the intend ant had 
ordered some companies of marines, and tlie men 
belonging to the galleys, to stand to their anns to 
protect him from violence ; but that he began to ])c 
in as much apprehension of his guards, as of those 
from whom they were to defend him. When that 
vessel came away, the soldiers murmured publicly 
for want of pay ; and it was generally believed they 
would pillage tlie magazines, as the garrisons of 
Grenoble and other towns of France had already 
clone. A vessel which lately came into Leghorn 
brought advice, that the British srpiadron was ar-^. 
rived at Port-Mahon, whore they were taking in 
more troops, in order to attempt the relief 'of Ali- 
cant, which still made a very vigorous defence. It 
is said Adminil Byng will be at the head of tliat 
expe dition. The King of Denmark was gone from 
Lc'ilioiii towards Lucca. 

'they write from Vienna, that in case the allies 
should enter into a treaty bf peace witli Franco, 
Count Ziijzcndorf w’ill be appointed first Plenipo- 
tentiary, the Count de Goes the second, and 
Monsic^ur Van Konsbruch a third. Major General 
Palmes, envoy extraordinary from her Brittaimic 
Majesty, has been very urgent with that court to 
m^e their utmost efibrts against France the ensu- 
ing campaign, in order to oblige it to such a peace 
as may establish the tranquillity of Europe for die 
future. 

We are also informed, that the Pope uses all ima- 
ginable shifts to elude the treaty concluded with the 
Emperor,, and that he demanded the immediate 
F 3 
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restitution of Comschio; insisting*’ also, that his 
Imperial Majesty should ask pardon, and desire ab- 
solution for what had formerly passed, before he 
would solemnly acknowledge King Charles. But 
this was utterly refused. 

They hear at Vienna by letters from Constanti- 
nople, dated the twenty-second of February last, 
that, on the twelfth of that month, the Grand 
Seignior took occasion, at the celebration of the f('.s- 
tivals of the Mussulman, to set all the Christian 
slaves which were in the galleys at liberty. 

Advices from Switzerland import, that the preach- 
ers of the county of Tockenburg continue to create 
new jealousies of the Protestants ; and some distur- 
bances lately happened there on that account, 'llu? 
vprotestants and Papists in the town of Hamman go 
^ divine service one after anotlier in the same 
church, as is usual in many other parts of Switzer- 
land; but on Sunday the tenth instant, the Popisli 
Curate, having ended his service, attempted to hin- 
der the Protestants from entering into the. Church 
according to custom ; but the Protestants briskly at- 
tacked him and his party, and broke into it by 
force. 

Last night between §cven and eight his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough anived at Court. 

Trom my own Apartment, 

The present great captains of the age, the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, having been the 
subject of the discourse of the last company I was 
in;^ it lias i^urally led me into a consideration of 
Al^ander j^d Ceesar, the two greatest names that 
ev« appoa^ before this century. In order to enter 
Jnto tiieii •'characters, there needs no more but ex- 
amining their behaviour in parallel circumstances. 
It must be allowed, that they had an equal greatness 
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of soul; but Citsar’s was more corrected and al- 
layed by a mixture of prudence and circumspection. 
This is seen conspicuously in one particular in their 
histories, wherein they seem to have shown exactly 
tlie difference of their tempers. When Alexander, 
after a long course of victories, would still have led 
his soldiers farther from home, they unanimously 
refused to follow him. We meet with the like be- 
haviour in Cirsar’s army in the midst of his march 
against Ariuvistus. Let us therefore observe the 
conduct of our two generals in so nice; an affair : 
And here we find Alexamhr at the head of hi.s 
army, upbraiding them with their cowardice, and 
meanness of spirit; and in the end telling them 
plainly he would go fomard himself, though not a 
man followed him. Tliis showed indeed an ex- 
cessive bravery; but how would the commander 
have come off, if the speech had not succeeded, 
and the soldiers had taken him at his word*? the 
project seems of a piece with Mr. Bays’s in “ Tlie 
Rehcarsid/* wlio, to gain a clap i»i 1 Is prologue, 
comes out with a terrible fellow in a fur-cap follow- 
ing him, and tells his audience if they would not 
like his jday, he would lie down and have his head 
struck off. If this gained a clap, all was well t but 
if not, there was nothing left but for tlie executioner 
to do his office. But Casar would not leave the 
success of his speech to such uncertain events ; he 
shows his men the unreasdnableness of their fears in 
an obliging manner, and concludes, that if none 
else woula march along with him he would go 
himself with the tenth legion^for he was assured of 
tlieir fidelity and valour, though all the rest forsook 
him; not but that, in all probability, they were as 
much against the march as the rest, llie result of 
all was very natural; the tenth legion, fired with 
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the praises of their general, send thanks Co him for 
the just opinion he entertains of them ; and the rest, 
ashamed to be outdone, assure him, that they are as 
ready to follow where he pleases to lead them, as any 
other part of the army. 


N'‘7. TUESDAY, APRIL ‘2(), 170‘h 


Quicquid agmt homines 

nosiri est farrago liltdii. 

Jnv. Sat. i> 85, 88. 

Wliate’er men do, or say , or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. 1’ 

“ It is so just an observation, that mocking is 
catching, that I am become an unhappy instance of 
it, and am (in the same manner that I have repre- 
sented Mr. Parlridgo^) myself a dying man, in 
comparison of tlie vigour witli which 1 tirst set out 
in the world. Had it been otherwise, you may be 
sure I would not have pretended to have given for 
news, as I did last Saturday, a diary of the siege of 
Troy. But man is' a creature very inconsistent will\ 
himself; the greatest heroes are sometimes fearful; 
the sprightliest wits at some hours dull ; and tlio 
greatest politicians on some occasions whimsical. 
But 1 shall not" pretend to palliate or excuse the 
matter; fox' 1 find by a calculation of my own na- 

* This ni^ivas a shoe-maker, in Co vent-garden in 1680, 
yet styled himself Physician to bis Majesty, in 1682. . But, 
though he was one of tlie sworu Physicians, he never attended 
the court, nor received any salary.*’ 
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tivity, that I cannot hold out with any tolerable wit 
lonj^er than two minutes after twelve of the clock at 
nij'lit between the eighteenth and nineteenth of the 
next month : for which space of time you may still 
expect to hear from me, but no longer ; except you 
will transmit to me the occurrences you meet with 
relating to your amours, or any otlier subject within 
the rules by which I have proposed to walk. If any 
gentleman or lady sends to Isaac Bickers tafF, esq. at 
Mr. Morphew’s near Stationers-hall, by tho j)enny- 
post, the grief or joy of their soul, what they think 
fit of the matter shall be related in colours as much 
to their advantage^ as those in which Gervas * has 
drawn the agreeable Chloc. But since, without 
such assistance, 1 frankly confess, and am sensible, 
that 1 have not a month’s wit more, 1 think I ought, 
while 1 am in my sound health and senses, to make 
my will and testament; which I do in manner and 
form following: 

Imprimisy I give to the stock-jobbers about the 
Kxchangc of London, as a security for the trusts 
daily reposed in them, all my real estate ; which I 
do hereby vest i.n the said body of worthy citizens 
for ever. 

Itan^ J^^orasinuch as it is very hard to keep land ui 
repair without ready cash, 1 do, out of my personal 
estate, bestow the bear-skin f, which I have fre- 
quently lent to several societies about this town, to 


* Jervas. 

+ Stock-jobbers, who conlractfora transferor stock which 
they do not possess, are called skiers of bear-skins ; and uni- 
versally whoever sells what he does not possess is said prover- 
bially to sell the bcar*s skin while the bear runs in the woods. 

ill the language of Kx change-alley, if ear^' signify those whfi 
buy stock which they cannot receive, or who sell stock which 
they have not. Those who pay money for what they purchase, 
or who sell stock which they really have, are called BulU, 
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supply their necessity ; I say, , I give also the said 
bcur-skiii as an immediate tniul to the said citizens 
for ever. 

Item, I do hereby appoint a certain number of the 
said citizens to take all the custom-house or customary 
oaths concerning all goods im[)orted by tlic whole 
city; strictly directing that some select members^ 
and not the whole number of a body corporate, shoulcl 
be perjured. 

Ile7n, I forbid all n s and persons of q ty 

to watch bargains near and about the Exchange, 
to tlic diminution and wrong of the said stock- 
jobbers. 

llius far, in as brief and intelligible a manner as 
any will can appear, until it is explained by the 
learned, I have disposed of my real and personal 
estate: but, as I am an adept, 1 have by birth an 
equal right to give also an indefeasible title to my 
endowments and qualifications, wiiich 1 do in the 
following manner : 

Item, I give my chastity to all virgins who have 
witJistood their market. 

lUm, 1 give my courage among all who are 
ashaniod of their distressed friends, all sneakers in 
assemblies, and men who show valour in common 
conversation. 

Ite?ti, 1 give my wit (as rich men give to the rich) 
niT»ong such as think they have enough already. 
And in 'use they shall not accept of the legacy, I* 
give it to Bentivolio* to defend his works from time 
to time, as he sh^ll think fit to publish them. 

Jtftn, f bc^fbw my learning upon the honorary 
members cf the Royal Society, 

Now fur the disposal of this body. 


Dr. Richard Rent Icy 
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As these eyes must one day cease to gaze oiiTera- 
minta, and this heart shall one day pant no more for 
her indignation ; that is to say, since this body must 
be eartli ; I shall commit it to the dust in a manner 
suitable to my character. 'Fherefore, as there are 
those wlio dispute, whether tlicre is any such real 
person as Isa.u'. BickerstalK or not, I shall excuse all 
pcMsoiis who iijipeiir w^liat they really are, from coin- 
ing to my fuiuiral. But all tliose who are, in their 
way of life, persona: as the Latins have it, persons 
assumed, and who appear what they really are not, 
arc hereby invited to that solemnity. 

The body shall be carried by six watchmen, who 
are never seen in the day. 

Ittiiu The pall shall be held by the six most 
known pretepders to honesty, wealth and power, 
who are not |X)ssesscd of any of tliem. The two first, 
a half lawyer, and a complcat justice. The two 
next a chyinisl, and a projector. The thinl couple, 
a treasury-solicitor, and a small courtier. 

To make my funeral (what that solemnity, when 
done to common men, really is in itself) a very 
farce, and since all mourners are mere actors on 
these occasions, I shall desire those who are pro- 
fessedly such to attend mine. I humbly, therefore, 
beseech Mrs. Barry to act once iftorc, and be my 
widow. When she swoons away at the church- 
porch, T appoint the merry Sir John Falstaff, and the 
gay Sir Harry Wildair, to support her, 1. desire Mr. 
Piiikcthman to follow in the habit of a Cardinal, and 
Mr. Bullock in that of a privy-counscllor. To make 
up the rest of the appearance, I desire all tlu' ladies 
from the balconies to weep with Mrs. Barry, as they 
hope to bo wives and widows liiemselves. I invite 
all, who have nothing else to do, to accept of gloves 
and scarves. 


* Mapkjr. 
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Thus, with the great Charles V. of Spain, I resign 
the glories of this transitory world: Yet, at the same 
time, to show you my indifference, and that my 
desires arc not too much fixed upon any thing, I own 
to you, J am as willing to stay as to go: therefore 
leave it in the choice of my gentle readers, whe- 
ther I shall hoar from them, or they hear no mon^ 
from me/* 


Whites Chocolate^hnmc, April 2/). 

Easter day being a time when you cannot well 
meet with any but humble advonturt'rs ; and there 
being such a thing as low gallantry, as well as low 
comcay, Colonel Ramble and myself went early 
this morning into the fields, which were strewed 
with shepherds and shepherdesses, but indeed of a 
different turn from the simplicity of those of Arca- 
dia, Every hedge was conscious of more than what 
the representations of enamoured swains admit of. 
While we were surveying the crowd around us, we 
saw at a distance a company coming towards Pancras 
church; but though therii was not much disorder, 
we thought we saw the figure of a man stuck 
through with a sword, and at every step ready to 
fall, if a w Oman by his side had not supported him ; 
the rest followed two and two. When wc came 
nearer this appearance, who should it be but Monsieur 
Guiirdfiloop, mine and Ramble’s French taylor, at- 
tended by others, leading one of Madam Dcpingle’s 
maids to the churcli, iu order to their espousals. It 
was his sword tijicked so high above his waist, and 
the circumflei which persons of his profession take 
in their walking, that made him appear at a distance 
wounded falling. But, the morning being 
rainy, me&oiight the march to this wedding was but 


Probably Colonel Brett. 
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too lively a picture of wedlock itself. They seemed 
both to have a month’s mind to make the best of their 
way single ; yet both tugged arm in arm : and when 
they were in a dirty way, he was but deeper in the 
miix?, by endeavouring to pull out his companion, 
and yet without helping her. The bridegroom’s fea- 
thers in his liat all drooped ; one of his shoes had lost 
an heel. In short, he was in his whole person and 
dress so extremely soused, that there did not appear 
one inch or single thread about him vnrtmrruit. 
Pardon me, that the melancholy object still dwells 
upon me so far, as to reduce me to punning. How- 
ever, we attended ^them to the chapel, where we 
staid to h(*ar the in*evocable xvords pronounced 
upon our ol<l servant, and made tlie best of our way 
to town. 1 took a resolution to forbear all married 
persons, or any in danger of being such, for four and 
twenty lionrs at least; therefore dressed, and went 
to visit Ploriniel, the vainest thing in town, where I 
knew would drop in colonel Picket, just come from 
the camp, her professed admirer. He is of that or- 
der of men who have much honour and merit, but 
withal a coxcomb ; the other of that set of females, 
who has innocence and wit, but the first of coquets. 
It is easy to believe, these must be admirers of each 
other. iShe says the colonel rides the best of any 
man in England : The colonel says, she talks the 
best of any woman. At the same time, he under- 
stands wit just as she docs horsemanship. You are 
to know, these extraordinary persons sec each other 
daily; and they themselves, as well as the town, 
think it will be a match : But it can never happen 
that they can come to the point; for, instead of ad- 
dressing to each other, they spend their whole time 
in the reports of themselves : he is satisfied if he 
can convince her he is a fine gentleman, and a man 
of consequence ; and she in appearing to him an ac- 
roL. I. tt 
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€om]:)lishe(l ludy iiud a wit, witlioiit luiUicr 
Thus he toll.s her of his manner of posiin;*^ his ni(*n 
at such a pass, with the nunibcrs he commanded on 
that detachment : she tells him liow^slie was dressed 
on sucli a d:iy at court, and what oli'ers were made 
her the week follow] SI m; seems to hoar the re- 
petition of his men’s names with admiration, and 
waits only to answer him with as false a muster of 
lovers. They talk to each other, not to be informed, 
but improved. Thus jthey are so like, that they arc 
to be ever distant, and 'the parallel lines may run 
together for ever, but never meet. 

wars Coffee-house, April 25. 

I’hia evening the comedy, called Epsom WolN,” 
was actedx for the benefit of Mr. Bullock, who, 
though he is a person of mul^ Avit and .ingenuity, 
has a peculiar talent of looking like a fool, and there- 
fore excellently well qualified for tlie part of Biskel 
in this play, t cannot indeed sufficiently admire his 
way of bearing a beating, as he does in this drama, 
|ind that with such a natural air and propriety of 
folly, that one cannot help wishing the whip in one’s 
own hand * so richly does he seem to deserve his 
chastisement. Skilful actors think it a very peculiar 
liappiness to play in a scene with such as top their 
parts. Therefore I cannot hut say, wheh the judg- 
ment of any good author directs him to write a 
beating for Mr. Bullock frdm Mr. William Piiiketh- 
man, or for Mr. William Pinkelhman from Mr. ' 
Bullock, those excellent players seem to be in their 
most shiniig circumstances, and please me more, 
but Avith jji^diflferent sort of delight, than that whicli 
I receiv^Trom those grave scenes of Brutus and 
Cassiu^;|^ Antony and Ventidius. The. whole co- 
medy is ^cry just, and the low part of human life 
represented Avith much humour and wit. ' 
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St, Jtimea's April 26, 

We are advised from Vienna, by letters of the 
twentieth instant, that the Emperor hath lately 
added twenty new members to his Council of State, 
but th(?y liavc not yet taken their places at the board. 
General Thaiin is returned from Baden, liis health 
being so well re-established by the baths of that 
place, that he designs to set out next week for 
Turin, to his command of the Imperial troops in 
tho service of the Duke of Savoy. His Imperial 
Majesty has advanced his brother, Count Henry 
Thaun, to bo a brigadier, and a counsellor of the 
Aulic council of war. TTiese letters import, that 
King Stanislaus and the Swedish General Crassau arc 
directing their March to the Nieper, to join the 
King of Sweden’s aroavin Ukrania; that the States 
of Austria have furnished Marshal Heister with a 
considerable sum of money, to enable him to .push 
on the war vigorously in Hungary, where all things 
as yet are in perfect tranquillity ; and that General 
Thungen has been very importunate for a speedy 
reinforcement of the forces on the Upper Rhine, 
representing at the same time what miseries tlie 
inhabitants must necessarily undergo, if the designs 
of Trance on those parts be not speedily and effec- 
tually prevented. 

Letters from Rome, dated the tliirteenth instant, 
say, that, on the preceding Sunday, his Holiness 
was carried in an open chair from St. Peter’s to St. 
Mary’s, attended by the sacred College, in caval- 
(;ade; and, after mass, distributed several dowries 
for tho marriage of poor and distresst'd virgins. The 
proceedings of tliat court are very dilatory concerning 
tho recognition of king' Charles, notwithstanding the 
pressing instances of the Marquis de Prie, who has 
declared, that if this affair b( rjot wholly concluded 
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by the fifteenth instunt, he will retire from that 
c:ourt, and order the Imperial troops to return into 
the Ecclesiastical State. On the other hand, the 
Duke of Anjou’s minister has, in the name of his 
master, demanded of his Holiness to explain him- 
self on that afiair ; which, it is said, will be finally 
determined in a consistory to be held on Monday 
next; the Duke d’Uzeda designing? to delay his 
departure until he sees the issue. These letters also 
say, that the court was mightily alarmed at the 
news which they received by an express from 
Ferrara, that General Boneval, who commands in 
Comachio, had sent circular letters to the inhabi- 
tants of St. Alberto, Longastriiio, Fillo, and other 
adjacent parts, enjoining them to come and swear 
fealty to the Emperor, and Receive new' investitures 
of their fiefs from his hands. Letters from other 
parts of Italy say, that the King of Dchmark con- 
tinu()« at Lucca; that four English and Dutch men 
of war were seen oft’ Oneglia, bound for Final, in 
order to transport the troops designed for Barcelona; 
and that her majesty’s ship the Colchester arrived at 
Leghoi Ti the fourth instant from Port Mahon, with 
advice, that Major General Stanhope designed to 
depart from thence the first instant with six or seven 
thousand men, to attempt the relief of tjie castle of 
Alicant. 

Our last advices from Berlin, bearing date the 
twenty-seventh instant, import, that the king was 
gone to Limim, and the cpxeen to Mecklenburg; 
but that their majesties designed to return the next 
week to Oranienburgh, wl cre a great chace of wild 
beasts was prepared for their diversion, and from 
thence they intend to proceed together to Potsdam ; 
that the priftce royal was set out for Brabant, but 
intended to make some short stay at Hanover. These 
letters also inform us, that they are advised from 
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Oboiy, that tla: king of Sweden, being on his march 
towards llolkl, met General Renne with a detach- 
ment of Muscovites, who placed some regiments in. 
ambuscade, attacked the Swedes in their roar, and 
putting them to flight, killed two thousand men, the 
king himself having his horse shot under him. 

We hear from Copenhagen, that, the ice being 
broke, the Sound is iigaiu open foi the ships ; and 
that they hojied bis majesty would return sooner 
than they at first expected. 

1. otters from the Hague, dated May the fourth, 
N. S. say, that an express arrived there on tlie first, 
from Prince Eugene to his grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough. The States are advised that the auxiliaries 
of Saxony were arrived on the frontiers of the 
United Provinces ; and also, that the two regiments 
of Wolfenbuttel, and four thousand troops from 
Wertemberg, wlio are to serve in Flanders, are in 
full march thither. Letters from Flanders say, 
that the great convoy of ammunition and provisions, 
which set out from Ghent for was safely arrived 
at Courtray, We hoar from Paris, that the king 
has ordered the militia on the coasts of Normandy 
and Brctangc to be in readiness to march ; and that 
the court was in apprehension of a descent, to ani- 
mate the people to rise in the midst of their present 
hardships. 

They write from Spain, that the Pope’s Nuncio 
left Madrid the tenth of April, in order to go to 
Bayonne ; that the Marquis de Bay was at Badajos, 
to observe the motions of the Portugueze: and tliat 
the Count d'Estain, with a body ot five thousand 
men, was on his march to attack Gironno. The 
Duke of Anjou has deposed the Bishop of Lerida, 
.'iS being a favourer of tlie inhirest of King Charles, 

0 2 
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and has siunnioned a convocation at Madrid, com- 
})Osed of the archbishops, liishops, and states of that 
kingdom, wherein he hopes they will come to a re- 
solution to send for no more biiUs to Rome. 


N" 8. THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1709. 


Quicquid agunt homines — — 

nostri est farrago libelli. 

Jiiv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

WhatoVr men do, or say, or think, or drrain, 

Oifr motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Willis CoJTi'f^housc^ April 26. 

The play of the London Cuckolds was acted this 
evening i»oforc a suitable audience, who were ex- 
tremely well diverted with that heap of vice and 
absurdity. The indignation which Eugenio, who 
is a gentleman of just taste, has upon occasion of 
seeing human nature fall so low in its delights, made 
him, I thought, expatiate upon the mention of this 
play very agreeably. Of all men living, said he, 
L pity players (^wjio must be men of good under- 
standing, to be capable of being such), tliat they 
are obliged to* repeat and assume proper gestures 
for representing things of which their reason must 
be ashamed, and which they must disdain thoir 
audience for approving. The amendment of these 
low gratifications is only to be made by people .of 
condition, by encouraging the representation of 
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the noble charnotcrs drawn by »Shiikosj)care arid 
others; from whence it is impossible to return 
without strong impressions of honour and hu- 
manity. On these occasions, distress is laid be- 
fore us with all its oausiis and consequences, and 
our resentment placed according to the merit of 
the ])ersons afflicted. Were dramas of this nature 
more acceptable to the taste of the town, men wlio 
have genius would bend their studies to exeel in 
them. How forcible an efl'ect this would have on 
our minds, one needs no more tlvan to observe how 
strongly we are touched by mere pictures. Who 
can see I-o Brun’s picture of the Battle of Porus 
without rntfring into the character of that fierce 
gallant man, and being accordingly spurred to an 
emulation of his constancy and courage? When 
he is falling with Iiis wound, his features are at the 
same time very terrible and languishing; and there 
is such a stern faintness diffused through all his 
look, as is apt to move a kind of horror, as well as 
pity, in the beholder. This, I say, is an effect 
wrought by mere lights and shades; consider also 
a rcpivsnitation made by words only, as in an ac- 
count given by a good writer. Catiline in Sallust 
makes just such a figure as Porus by Le Brim. It 
is said of him, Catalina vero lons^c a sttii inter 
tit uni cadevera repertus e^f : paululum etiam spirans, 
ferocltatonquc animi^ quam vivas habuerat, in 
vullu rclincus. “ Cataliiie was found killed, far 
from his own men, among the dead bodies of the 
enemy; he seemed still to breathe, 'and still re- 
tained in his face the same fierceness he had wlicn 
he was living.*' You have in that one sentence a 
lively impression of his whole life and actions. 
What I would insinuate from all this is, that if 
the painter and the historian can do thus much in 
colours and language, what may not be performed 
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by ail excellent poet, when the cliarncler he draws 
is presented by the person, the manner, the look, 
and the motion, of an accomplished player? If a 
thing painted or related can irresistibly enter our 
hearts, what may not be brought to pass by seeing 
generous things performed before our eyes? Eu- 
genio ended his discourse, by recommending the 
apt use of a theatre, as the most agreeable and easy 
method of making a polite and moral gentry ; which 
would end in rendering the rest of the peojjlc 
regular in their beliaviour, and ambitious of laudable 
undertakings. 

»SV* Jameses Colf ee-house, jlpril "il , 

Letters from Naples of the ninth instant, N. S. 
advise, that Cardinal Grimani had ordered the 
regiment commanded by General Pate to march 
towards Final, in order to embark for Catalonia; 
whithey* also a thousand horse are to be transported 
from Sardinia, besides the troops which come from 
the Milanese. An English man of war has taken 
two prizes, one a vessel of Malta, the other of Ge- 
noa; both laden with goods of the enemy. They 
write from Florence of the thirteenth, that his Ma- 
jesty of Denmark had received a courier from the 
Hague, with an account of some matters relating 
to the treaty of peace; upon which he declared, 
that he thought it necessary to hasten' fe his own 
dominions. 

Letters from Switzerland inform us, that the 
effects of the great iirarcity of corn in France were 
felt at Geneva; the luagistrates of which city had 
appointed deputies to treat with the Cantons of Bern 
and Zurich, for leave to buy up such (Quantities of 
grain within their territories as should be thought 
necessary. The Protestants of Tockciiburg are 
still in arms about the convent of St. ,Iohn, and 
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have (h'flared, that they will not lay them down 
until they have sufliciciit security, from the Roman 
Catholicks, of living unmolested in the exercise of 
their religion. In the mean time, the deputies of 
Bern and Tockenburg have frequent conferences at 
Zurich with the regency of that Canton, to find out 
methods for quieting these disorders. 

l^cttcrs from the Hague, of the third of May, 
advise, that tlu! Picsiderit Rouille, after his last con- 
ference with the deputies of the States, had retired 
t{) Bodegrave, five miles distant from Worden, and 
expected the return of a courier from Frunce on the 
fourth, with new instructions. It is smd, if his 
answer from the French Court shah not prove satis- 
factory, he will be desired to withdraw out of tliesc 
parts. Ill the mean time it is also reported, that his 
cipnpagc, as an ambassador on this great occasion, 
is actually on the march towards him. They write 
from Flanders, that the groat convoy of provisions 
which set out from Ghent is safely arrived at Lisle. 
Those advices add, that the enemy had assembled 
near Tournay a considerable body of troops, drawn 
out of the neiglibouring garrisons. Their High 
Mightinesses have sent orders to their Ministers at 
Hamburgh and Dantzic to engage the magistrates of 
those cities to forbid the sale of corn to the French, 
and to signify to them, that the Dutch merchants will 
buy up as much of that commodity as they can spare ; 
the Hamburghers have accordingly contracted with 
the Dutch, and refused any commerce with the 
French on that occasion. 

From my oxen Apartment. 

After the lassitude of a day, spent in the strolling 
manner which is usual with men of pleasure in this 
town, and with a licad full of a million of imperti- 
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nencies, which iiad danced round it fur hui iiours 
together, 1 came to my lodging, and hastened to 
bed. My valet de chambre knows my university 
•trick of reading there ; and he, being a good scholar 
for a gontlcinan, ran over the names of Horace, 
Tibullus, Ovid, and others, to know which I would 
have. “Bring Virgil,” said 1; “and if I fall 
asleep, take care of the Ciuidlo.” 1 read tlie sixth 
book ovi‘r with the most oxcpiisite delight, and had 
gone half through it a second time, when the plea- 
sing ideas of Elysian fields, deceased worthies 
walking in them, sincere lovers enjoying their 
languishmcnt without pain, compassion for th6^ 
unhappy spirits who had mis-spent their short day- 
light, and were exiled from the scats of bliss for 
ever ; I say, I was deep again in my reading, wheti 
this mixture of .iniagcis had taken place of all others 
in my imagination before, and lulled me into a 
dream, from which 1 am just awake, to my great 
disadvantage. The happy mansion of Elysium, 
by degrees, seemed to be wafted from me, and 
the veiy traces of my late walking thoughts began 
to fade oway, when I ivas cr^st by a sudden wl)irl- 
wind upon an island, enconi]}uSsctl with a roaring 
and troubled sqa, wiiich shak.‘d its very centre, 
and rocked its inhabitanu as in a cradle. The 
islanders lay on their faces, without offering to 
look up, or liopc for preservation ; all her harbours 
were crowded with mariuers, and tall vessels of 
war lay in danger of being driven to pieces on licr 
shore. “ Blesjs me!” said I, “ why have I lived 
in such a luanuor, that llio convulsion of nature 
slioiild be so terrible to njc, when I feel myself 
that the; better part of me is to survive it ? Oh I 
may that he in happiness!” A Siudden shriek, in 
which the whole people on their faces joined, in- 
terrupted tny soliloquy, and turned my eyes and 
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attention to tlio object tliat \im\ ^iven us that sarl- 
<ioii start, in tbe midst of an iiicoiisolahlo and spot i ii 
less affiic’lion. Immediately tbe winds ^rew (mIjh, 
tbe waves subsided, ami the people htood up, tarn- 
in*^ their laces tipoii a magniliccnl pile in the. midst 
of the isl nid. 'riioro we behold an beio of a comely 
and er.:?cl. aspect, l)ijt pale and languid, sitting nndor 
a canopy of st,it(\ j»y the faces and dntnb sorrow of 
those who attended, we thought him in the article of 
death. -\t a distance sat a lady, whose life seemed 
to hang noon the same thread with his. She. kept 
her eyes li\od upon him, and seemed to smother ten 
thousand thousand nameless things, whicli urged her 
tenderness to clasp him in her arms; hut hergnat- 
n(‘.ss of spirit o\crcame those sentiments, and gave 
her power to forbear disturbing his last moment ; 
which irnmcdidltely approached*, 'fhe licro looked 
up with an air of negligence, and satiety of l^eing, 
rather than of pain to leave it; and leaning hack Ins 
head, expired. 

When the heroine, who sat at a distance, saw 
his last instant come, she threw herself at in’s feet, 
and, kneeling, pressed his hand to lur lips; in 
which posture she continued under tb.c agony of 
an nnutterablii sorrow, until conducted from our 
slight by her attendants. That commanding awe, 
which accompanies tlu^ grief of great minds, re- 
strained the multitude while in her presence; but 
as s<)(>a as she retired they gave way to their dis- 
liactiori, and all the i.slandcrs called upon their 
deceased hero. To him, nieihought tliey cried out 
as td'a gnai’dian being; and I gathered iVom their 
brokeJn accents, that it was la* who had tlio empire 
over the ocean and its powers, by which he bad 


* George Prince of Dciiniark. 
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long protected the island from shipwreck and inva- 
sion. They now give a loose to their moan, and 
think themselves exposed without hopes of human 
or divine assistance. While tlie people ran wild, 
and expressed all the diflerent fornis of lamentation, 
melliought a sable cloud overshadowed the whole 
land, and covered its inhabitants with darkness : no 
glimpse of light appeared, except one ray from 
Heaven upon the place in which the heroine now 
secluded licrsclf from the world, with her eyes fixed 
on those abodes to which her consort was acsended. 
Methought a long period of time had passed away 
in mourning and in darkness, when a twilight began 
by degrees to enlighten the hemisphere ; and, look- 
ing round me, 1 saw a boat rowed towards the shore, 
in which sat a personage udorm d with warlike tro- 
phies, bearing on his left arm a shield, on whicJi was 
' engraven the image of Vietory, and in his light hand 
a branch of olive. His visage w as at onec so winning 
and so awful, that the shield and the olive seemed 
equally suit able to his genius. 

When this illustrious person* touched on tlic 
shore, he was received by the acclamations of the 
people, and followed to the palace of the heroine. 
No pleafiure in the. glory of her arms, or the ac- 
clamations of her applauding subjects, were ever 
capabk to suspend her sorrow for one moment, till 
she saw the olive-branch in the hand of that auspi- 
cious messenger. At that sight, as Heaven be- 
stows its blessings on the wants and importunities 
of mortals^ut of its native bounty, and not to in- 
crease ita‘' 6wn power or honour, in compassion to 
the world, the celestial mourner was then first 

* Aljont this time the Duke of Marlborough returned from 
with the Preliminaries of a Peace. 
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soiMi 10 tiini lior ri'L'anl to tliiniis boIo^^^ and, 
takirii*' the bnineli out of the warriors hand, lookrti 
at it wilh nuKili salisfaction, ami sjK'ko of tiu* bli-ss- 
int^s of peac(i wirli a \oicc and acoont, such as that 
m which guardian spirits whisper to dyiiig pi‘ni- 
tents n^suraiico of happiness. The air was hushed, 
the mullitudu attentive, and all nature in a pause 
w'liihi she was speaking. But as soon as the mes- 
senger of peace had ma(h‘ scmie low reply, in which, 
methonght, 1 Iieard the word Ihrria, the heroine, 
assnining a more severe air, but such as spoke* 
resolution without rage, returned him fht* oli\c, 
and again veiled her face, bond cries and claslujig 
of arms immediately followu'd, which f(U-t*ed me 
from my chamiiiur vi^io^, and drove mo back to 
these mansions of <?are and sorrow'. 

Mr. HiekersfalF thanks Mr. QnarterstafF for 
his kind and instructive letter dated the 2bth iiist. 


NM. SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 170!). 


Q^isquid aguni hotnines 

uostri est farrago libclli, 

Juv. Sat. i. R'j, 86. 

WhatoVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

JFiU\s Coffee-Iiousel Jpril 28. 

This evening we were entertained with The Old 
Bachelor, a comedy of deserved reputation. In 
the character which gives nante to the play, there 
is excellently represented the nductance pj La bat- 

VOL. I. If 
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tered debauchee to come into the trammels of order 
and decency : he neither languishes nor burns, but 
frets for love. The gentlemen of more regular be- 
haviour are drawn with more spirit and wit, and 
the drama introduced by the dialogue of the first 
scene with uncommon, yet natural conversation. 
The part of Fondlewife is a lively image of the 
unseasonable fondness of age and impotence. But 
instead of such agreeable works as these, the town 
has for half an age been tormented with insects 
called Easy Jf^iters, whose abilities Mr. Wycherly 
one day described excellently well in one word : 
“ That,” says he, “ among these fellows is called 
Ens^ which any one may easily write: 

Such jauty scribblers are so justly laughed at for 
their sonnets on Phillis and Chloris, and fantastical 
descriptions in them ; that an ingenious kinsman of 
mine, of the family of the Staffs, Mr. Humphrey 
'Wagfitaff by name, has, to avoid their strain, nm 
into a way perfectly new, and described things 
exactly as they happen*: he never forms fields, or 
nymphs, or groves, where they are not; but makes 
the incidents just as they really appear. For an 
example of it; 1 stole out of his manuscript tlic 
followincr lines : they are a description of the morn- 
ing, but of the morning in town; nay, of the morn- 
ing at thfe end of the town, where my kinsman at 
present lodges. 


Now hardly here and there an hackney coach 
Appearing, sbowM the ruddy mom's approach. 
Now Betty from her master’s bed bad flown, 

And softly stole to discompose her own ; 

The slipshod 'prentihe from his master’s door, 
H^^par'd the street, and sprinkled round the floor: 
^mfdU bad whirl’d her mop with dext’rous airs, 
IfMIr’d to scrub the entry and the stairs. 


* Dr, Swift. 
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The \(iuth with brooiny began to trace 

TUe keiiiiel-edge, where wheels had wom the place. 

The siiiall>coal man was heard with cadence deep, 

Till drown'd in shriller notes of chimney-sweep : 

Duns at his Lordship’s gates began to meet. 

And brick-dust Moll had screutn'd thro' half a street. 

The turnkey now his flock returning sees, 

Duly let out a'nights to steal for fees ; 

I'lie watehful bailifls take their silent stands, 

And school-boys lag with Mitcells in (heir hands. 

All that I apprehend is, that dear Nuiiips will bo 
angry 1 have published these linos; net that he 
has any reason to be ashamed of them, but for fear 
of those rogues, the bane to all t'xcellent perfonn- 
arices, the imitators. Therefore, before-hand, 1 
bar all descriptions of the evening; us, a medley 
of verses signifying grey peas are now cried warm ; 
that wenches now begin to amble round the pas-^ 
sages of the play-house ; or of noon ; as, that 
ladies and gr^t beaux are just yawning out of their 
beds and Windows in Pall-mall, and so forth. I 
forewarn also all persons from encouraging any 
draughts after my cousin; and foretell any man 
who shall go about to imitate him, that he will be 
very insipid. The family-stock is embarked in this 
design, and wc will not admit of counterfeits : Dr. 
Anderson* and lus heirs enjoy his pills; Sir Wil- 
liam Readt has the cure of eyes; and Monsieur 
Rosselli t only can cure the gout. We pretend to 
none of these tilings ; but to examine who and who 
are together, to tell any mistaken man he is not 

* Anderson was a Scotch physician in the reigns of Charles 
I. and Charles 11. 

t The Queen's oculist. It is said that though be was 
wonderfully surressftil, he could neither read nor write. 

t Rossellis sufficiently koown j^om the Romance of bb 
life, which was written by himself. 
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what he believes he is; to distiu^uisii merit, and 
expose false pretences to it ; is a liberty our family 
has by law in them, froth an intermarriage with a 
daughter of Mr. Scoggin*, the famous droll of the 
last cnilury. 'I'his right I design to make use of ; 
but will not encroaoli upon tlie above-mentioned 
ade[)ts, or any other. At the same time, 1 shall 
tcik(‘ all the privileges I may as an Knglishman, and 
will lay hold of the late act of natiiraliaation to 
introduce what 1 shall thinlc fit from France. The 


use of that law may, I hope, be extended to people 
the polite world with new characters, as well as the 
kingdom itself with new subjects. Therefore, an 
author of that ^nation, called La Briiycre, I shall 
make bold with on sucli. occasions : the last person 
T read of in that wriU'r was liOrd Tinion. 'J nnon. 


says my author, is the most generous of all men; 
but is, so luiiTied away with that strong impulse of 
bestowing, that he confers benefits without distinc- 
tion, and is munificent without laying obligations : 
for all the unworthy., who receive from him, have 
so litile sense of this noble infirmity, that they look 
upon themselves rather as partners 4n a spoil, than 
partakcfs of a bounty. The other day, ^ cqipiiug 
into ]\iris, 1 met Timon going out orr horseback, 
attended only by one senrant. It struck rne with a 
sudden damp, to see a man of so excellent a dispo- 
.sition, and who understood making a figure So well 
.so much slsortcned iiuhis fotinuc : but, passing by 
In's bouse, 1 saw his great coach break to piccesi 
before his door, and by a>trange enchantment im- 
mediab'ly turned into many different vehicles. The 
first was a very pretty chariot, into which stepped 
his Lordrfiip’s Secretary: the scciJiid was hung a 
little hf^ier; into that strutted the fat steward; 

* was a buflbon in the reign of King James 1. 
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in an insUiit followed a chaise, which was entered 
by the butler. Tlie rest of the body Jind wheels 
wore forthwith chang^ed into po-carts, and run 
away with by the nurses and brats of the rest of 
the family. What makes these misfortunes in the 
affairs of Timon the more astemishinj; is, that he 
has better nndorstaiuling than tlJose wlio cheat liim : 
so that a man knows not whicli more to wonder at ; 
the indifference; of the master, or the impudence of 
the servant. 


IVhite's Chocolalc^hovsv, April 29. 

It is a matter of much speculation among the 
beaux and oglers, what it is that can have made 
so sudden a change, as lui>s bi*(‘n of late observed, 
in the whole behaviour of Pastorella, who never 
sat still a moment till she was eighteen, which 
she has now exceeded by two months. Her jaunt, 
who has the caVe of her, has not been always so 
rigid as shei^^t this present date; but has so good 
a sense of the frailty of woman, and falsehood of 
man, that she resolved on all manner of methods ' 
to keep Pastorella, if possible, in safety, against 
herself and all her admirers. At the same time the 
good lady knew, by long experience, that a gay 
inclination, curbed too rashly, would but run to 
the greater excesses for that restraint ; she there- 
fore intended to watch her, and take some oppor- 
tunity. of engaging her insensibly in her own inte- 
rests without the anguish of an admonition. You 
arc to know then, that Miss, with all her flirting 
and ogling, had also a strong curiosity in hei , find 
was the greatest eaves-dropper breathing. Farisatis 
(for so her prudent aunt .is called) observed this 
humour, and retires one day to her closet, into which 
she knew Pastorella would peep, and listen to know 
how she was employed. It happened accordingly ; 
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and thcyoiin^; la(l^\^w ^vY*^riianfe oi» her 

knees, and, after ''a^ mcnHf^'rhthaviimry break into 
these words : “ As for the' dear child committed 
to my care, let lu.r sobriety of carriaj;e, and seve- 
rity of beliavioiir, be. Kiich as may make that noble 
Lord who is taken with her beauty, liini his designs 
to such as ar(i hoiiburable/** Here Parisalis heard 
her niece nestle closer to tlu' key-hole: she then 
goes on. “ Make her the joyful mother of a nu- 
ineroiis and wealthy offspring; and h*t l:er carriage* 
be SHcli, as may make this noble youth (*\pect the 
blessings of an happy marriage, from the singularity 
of her life, in this loo.se and eonsorioiis ago.”- Miss, 
having hoard enough, sneaks off for fear of dis- 
covery, and immediately at her glass alters the 
sitting of her head ; then pulls up her tucker ; and 
forms herself into the exact manner of Lindamira : 
in a word, becomes a sincere convert to every thing 
that Is coinmendablc in a fine young lady ; and two 
or three such matches, as her aunt feigned in her 
devotions, arc at this day in her choice. This is 
the I'.istory and original cause of Pastorella’s con- 
version from coquetry. ' The prudence in the ma- 
nagciurnt of this young lady's temper, and good 
judgrn<mt of it, is hardly to be exceeded. I 
scarce remember a greater instance of forbe.arancc 
of the usual peevish way with which the aged treat 
the young than |^is, (-xcept that of our famous 
Noy, whose good-nature went so far, as to ifiake 
him ymt off his admonitions to his son, even until 
after his dtath; and did not give him his thoughts 
of him until he came to read lhat memorable pas- 
sage in his will : “ All the rest of my estate,” says 
he, save to my son Edward (who is executor 
to will), to be squandered as he shall 

I leave it him for lhat purpose, and hope 
no.-^betjei^^ from him.” A generous disdain, and 
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iuhvard Iroin au anaiit rfljce bc'oonic a tint: genLle- 
iiiiui. - * 


Sf, Jauus*s fCaJ/'cc-housCy April 29. 

l.elters from Portugal of the eiglifoontli instariu 
dated from h^tronios, say, that on the sixth the 
Earl of Galloway arrived at that plare, and had the 
satisfaction to sec the (juarters well furnished with 
all manner of provisions, and a (juantity of bread 
sufficient for subsisting the troo]>s for sixty days, 
besides biscuits for gtw< nty-fiv(* days. 'IT.e enemy 
give out, that they shall bring into the tii ld four- 
twn regiments of horse, mid twenty-four battalions, 
'fhe troops in the scrvie.e of Portugal will make up 
14,()()() foot, and 4000 horse. On the day these 
letters wew^^dispatehed, the Earl of Galloway re- 
ceived advice, that the Marquis do Bay, was pre- 
paring for some, enterprize, by gathering his troops 
together on the frontiers; wlierenpoii his Excel- 
lency resolved to go that same niglit to Villa Vici- 
psa, to assemble, the troops in tliat neighbourhood, 
in order to disappoint his designs. 

Yesterday in the evening Captain Fox ton, aid- 
de-camp to Major-General Cadogan, arrived here 
excess from tlie Duke of Marlborough. And this 
day a mail is come in v ith letters from Brussels of 
the sixth of May, N. S. which advise, that the 
enemy had drawn together a body, consisting of 
20,000 men, with a design, as was supposed, to 
intercept the great convoy on the march towards 
I-isle, Avhieh was safely arrived at Menin and Cour- 
tray, in its way to that place, the French haring 
retired witliout making any attempt. 
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We hear from th^ Hague^ that a person of the 
first quality is arrived in Low Countries fpm 
France, in order to be a Ptenipotentiary in an en- 
suin|^ treaty of peace. 

1 setters from France acknowledsjc, that Monsieur 
Bernard has made no higher offers of satisfaction to 
his creditors than of 3/>l. per cent. 

These advices add, that the Marshal Boiifflers, 
Monsieur Torcy (who distinguished himself formerly, 
by advising the Court of France to adhere to the 
treaty of Partition,) and Monsieur d’Harcourt (who 
negotiated with Cardinal Portocarrero for the suc- 
cession of the Clown of Spain in the house of Bour- 
bon), are all three joined in a commission for a 
treaty of peace. The Marshal is come to Ghent ; 
the other two arc arrived at the Hague. 

It is confidently reported here, that the Right 
Honourable the Lord Townshend is to go with his 
Grace ‘the Duke of Marlborough into Holland. 

Mr. BickerstafF has received the epistles of 
Mrs. Rebecca Wagstaff, Timothy Pikestaff, and 
Wagstuff, which he will acknowledge farther as 
occasion shall serve. 
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N" lO;* TUEJ^AY, MAV, 3 1709. 
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QuH'(/uid ngtnif homines — — 

iwstri e$t farrago lihvlli, 

Jiiv, Sat. i. 85, S(>. 

Wliatc'or men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley jiaiier&ei/cs tor its theme. P. 

By Mrs. Jenny Dr staff, Half-Sister to 
Mr. ^BlCKt.llSTAFK. 

I'nm m/ 07 cn Apartment ^ May I . 

Mv brother Isaac, having a snddon occasion to go 
out of town, ordered mo to take u]»t)n me the di’s- 
}»atch of the next advices from home, with liberty 
to speak in my own way : not doubling the ullnw- 
aiices which' Vould be given to a writer of my sex. 
You may be sure I undertook it with muclt satis- 
faction ; and 1 tMmfcss, f am not a little pleased 
with the opjjortunity of running over all the papers 
in his closet, wliich lie has left open for iny use on 
this occasion. 'J In* first that I lay my liands on, is 
a treatise coiiecrning “ the empire of beauty.” and 
the effects it luis Iv.ul in all nations of the world, 
up#n tlie ])i!blie and private actions of men ; with 
an appendix, which \w calls, “ The ba<‘helor’s 
scheme for governing his wife.” The first thing 
he makes tl>is g(*iuleman proj)Ose is, that she shall • 
be no woman ; for she is to luive an uversioii to 
balls, to 0|j(*ras, to visits ; she is to think his {59m- 
pany sufficient to fill up all the hours of;Sfe wpi 
great satisfaction ; she is never to believe 
jnaii wise, learned, or valiant ; or at least, 
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a isGCond degree. In the next place he intends she 
shall be a cuckold; but elipects, that he himsoir 
must live in a perfect security from that tt'iTor. 
He dwells a groat whiled on instructions for lier 
discreet behaviour, in case of his falsehood. 1 have 
not patience with these unreasonable expectations, 
therefore turn back to the treatise itself. Here, in- 
deed, my brother deduces all the revolutious among 
men from the passion of love; and in his prehicc 
answers that usual obsciTation against us, “ that 
there is no quarrel without a woman in it with 
n gallant assertion, that there is nothing else 
worth quarr<‘ling for.” My brother is of a com- 
plexion truly amorous ; all his thoughts and actions 
carry in them a tincture of that obliging inclination ; 
and this turn has opened his eyes to sec, that we 
are not the inconsiderable creatures which unlucky 
pretenders to our favour would insinuate. He ob- 
sorvos^ that n^ man begins to make any tolerable 
figure until he sets out with the hopes of pleasing 
some one of us : no sooner he takes that in hand, 
but he pleases every one else by the bye ; it has an 
immediate effect upon his behaviour. There is 
Colonel flantcr, who never spoke without an oath, 
until he saw tlie Lady Betty Modish ; now, never 
gives his man an order but it is, “ Pray, Tom, do 
it,’’ The drawers where he drinks live in perfect 
’happiness. He asked Will at the George the other 
day, how he did ? Where he used to say, “ Daniif it, 
it is so lie now “ believes there is some mistake"; 
^he must confess lie is of another opinion; but, 
however, he will not insist.” 

Every temper, except fhiwnright insipid, is to 
be anii^atcd and softened by the influence of 
beauty V but of this uiitractable sort is a lifeless 
han^tonie fellow that visits us, whom I have 
dressed at this twelvemonth ; but he is as insen- 
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sible of all the art 1 use, as if he conversed all that 
time with his nurse. He out-does our whole sex in 
all the faults our enemies impute to us; he has 
brought laziness into ait opinion, and makes his 
indolence his philosophy; insomuch that, no longer 
ago than yesterday in the evening he gave me this 
account of himse lf : “ I am, Madam, perfectly un- 
moved at all that passes among men, and seldom 
give myself the fatigue of going among then) ; but 
when I do, I always appear the same thing to those 
whom I converse with. My hours of existence, or 
being awake, are from eleven in the morning to 
eleven at night ; half of whicli I live to myself, in 
picking my teeth, washing my hands, paring my 
nails, ^d looking in the glass. The insignificancy 
of manners to the rest of the world, makes the 
laughers call me a Quidnunc ; a phrase which 1 
neither understand, nor shall ever inquire what 
they mean by it,. The last of me each night is at 
St. James’s coftoe-house, where T converse ; yet 
never fall into a dispute on any occasion ; but leave 
the understanding 1 liave passive of all that goes 
through it, witliout entering into the business of 
life. And thus, Madam, have 1 arrived, by lazi- 
ness, to what others pretend to by philosophy, a 
perfect neglect of tlie world.’' Sure, if our sex 
had the liberty of frequenting public-houses and 
conversations, we should put these rivals of our 
faults and follies out of countenance. However, 
we shall soon have tlie pleasure of being acquainted 
with them one way or other ; for my brother Isaac 
designs, for the use of our sex, to give the exact 
characters of all the chief politicians who frequent 
any of the cofFee-houscs from St. .lames’s ' to the 
Exchange ; but designs to begin with that ctujg||iT 
of wise, heads, as they are found sitting every 
ing from the left side of the fire, at the Smyrna^J^) 
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the door. I’liis will be of <j^rpat servioe to us, and 1. 
have authority to [uoiiuse an\cxaci journal of tlnur 
deliberations ; the pu!)iic:iriQB of which 1 am to be. 
allowed for ])iu-m()U( Y. In the moan time, I cast 
iny eye upon a new book, which j^ave me more 
pleasing entertaininenl, being a sixth part of Mis- 
cellany Poems publislicd by Jacob Tunsoii* jif. which 
I find, by my brother’s notes upon it, no wa^ iiifo- 
rior to the other volumes. There is, it se(‘ms, in 
this a collection of the best pastorals that have' lii- 
therto appeartd in Knglaiid ; but among theni none 
supciior to that dialogue between Sylvia and Do- 
rinda. written by one of my own sex f ; where all 
onr little weaknesses aie laid o[)en in a manner more 
pisl, and with truer raillery, than ever nvai^yet hit 
upon. 


Onty this I now clisoeiii, 

From tlie filings thouM^t Iia\e me learn. 

Tliat womankind’s peculiar jo\s 
From past w present bcaiitic> rise. 

Bfit, to rc-assnnie my first design, there cannot 
be a greeter instance of the command of females, 
than in tlw pr<*vailing charms of the heroine in the 
phiy, whi^.h was acted this niglil, called, All for 
Love; or, 'Lhe World well lost. The enamoured 
Anthony n- 'gns glory and pow'er to the force of the 
attractive Cleopatra, whose charms were the defence 
of her diadem against a jieoplii olhcrwisti invincible. 
Jt is so natural I'br worntm to talk of themselves, that 
it is to be hoped, all my own sex at least will pardon 
me, that I could fall into no other discourse. If we 
have their favour, we give ourselves v(‘ry little anxi- 
ety for the rest of our readers. I believe, I see a 

* ITsiially called Dryden’s collection. 

h,.«By Mrs. EUzabctli Singer, afterwardi; Mrs. Elowc. 
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scnU'iicc of Latio in my brother’s iluy-book of wit, 
whicli seems applieable on this oecasioii, and in c*(»n- 
tempt of the critics, 

TrhUtiam ^ luelnn 

Trailnm protervis in mare CrtUinni'^ 

Pwtare venth, lloit. 1. Od. xxvi. 

Mo'^bodiiijT f<*ar!>^h:iil break ni> roat, 

Norat)\i(>us eare^ invade my brea>t : 

]*iitr them, ye ^\aiitoii gales, ;i\\ay, 

A.nd plunge them in tlie Cretan sea. K. N\ vwe. 

lint I am iiiicrniptccl by a pack('t from Mr. Kid- 
ney, from St. James’s c<)fl[ee-lK)iise, which I am 
obli«^od to insert in the very style and words \vhi(*h 
Mr. Kidney uses iji his letter. 

67. Jamess Cofet-housey ]\lay ‘J. 

Wc arc advised by letters from licni, dated the 
lirst instant, N. S. that the Duke of licrwick ar- 
rived at Ijyons the twenty -liftli of tlie last month, 
and (iontiuucd liis journey the next day to visit the 
passes of the iiionntains, and other posts in Dau- 
phine and Provt'iice. 1'hese letters also inforined 
ns, that tlu‘ miseries of the pepjde in Franco are 
heightened to that deuTOe. that nnh*ss a peae(* be 
speedily concluded, half of that kingdo:n would 
perish for want of brea«l. On the twcut) -fourth, 
the Marshal de Thesst* passed through Iaoiis, in 
his way to Versailles; and two battalions, which 
were marching from AIsac<‘ to reinforce the army 
of tlie Duke of lierw'ick, passed also thrcugli that 
place. Those troops were to be follovvcd by six 
battalions more. 

Letttu’s Irom Kaples of tlit? sixteenth of April 
say, that the Jvlarquis dc Prie’s son was arrived 

* The humour of Mrs. Jenny Distaflf’i; Latin quotation rises 
out of the similarity between the words Crr/icum and Criticum, 
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there, wiili instructions fronivius father, to signify 
to die Viceroy the necessity his Imperial Majesty 
was under of desiring an aid from that kingdom for 
carrying on the extraordinary expences of the war. 
On tlui fourteenth of the same month, they made a 
review of the Spanish troops in that garrison, and 
afterwards of the marines ; one part of whom will 
embark with those designed for Barcelona, and the 
rest are to be sent on-board the gallies appointed to 
convoy provisions to that place. 

We hear from Rome, by letters dated the twen- 
tieth of April, that the Count de Mcllos, Envoy 
from the King of Portugal, had made his public 
entry into that city with much state and magnifi- 
cence. The Pope has laUdy held two other -consis- 
tories, wherein he made a promotion of two Cardi- 
nals; but the acknowledgment of King Charles 
is still deferred. 

Letters from other parts of Italy advise us, that 
the Doge of Venice continues dangerously ill ; that 
the Prince de Carignan, having relapsed into a 
violent fever, died the twenty-third of April in his 
eightieth year. 

Advices from Vienna of the twenty-seventh of 
April import, that the Archbishop of Saltzberg is 
dead, who is succeeded by Count Harrach, form- 
erly B'shop of Vienna, and for these last three 
years coadjutor to tlie said Archbishop ; and that 
Prince Maximilian of Litchtenstein is likewise de- 
joarted this life at his country seat called Cromaw, 
in iMoravia. These ad/ices add, that the Emperor 
has ^ named Count Ziitzendorf, Count Goes, and 
Monsieur Consbruck, for his plenipotentiaries in 
an ens^uing treaty of peace; and they hear from 
Hungfai^y, that the Imperialists have had several 
successrid skirmishes with the malcontents. 

V 
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Letters from Parish ^ated May the sixth, say that 
the Marshal de Thesse arrived there on the twenty- 
ninth of the last month, and that the *Chovalier dc 
Beiiil was sent thitlier by Don Pedro Ronquillo witli 
advice, that the confederate squadron appeared be* 
fore Alicaiit on the seventeenth, and, having for 
some, time cannonaded the city, (endeavoured to land 
some troops for the relief of the castle; but General 
►Stanhope, finding the passes well guarded, and the 
enterprise diuigerons, demanded to capitulate for 
the castle ; which being granted him, the garrison, 
consisting of 600 regular troo])s, marched otit with 
their arms and baggage the day following ; and being 
received on board, they immediaUdy set sail for 
13arc<iloina. These letters add, that the miirch of 
the French and Swiss regiments is further deferred 
for a few days ; and that the Dnke of Noaillcs was 
just ready to set out for Roussillon, as well as the 
Count de Bezons for Catalonia. 

Tile same advices say, bread was sold at Paris for 
sixpence a pound ; and that there was not half 
enough, even at that rate, to supply the necessities 
of the people, which reclnced them to the utmost 
despair; that 300 men had taken up arms, and, 
having plundered the market of the suburb of St. 
Germain, pressed down by their multitude the 
king’s guards who opposed them. 'Two of those 
mutineers were afterwards seized and condemned to 
death : but four otliers went to the magistrate who 
pronounced that sentence, and told him, he must 
expect to answer with his own life for those of their 
comrades. All order and sense of government being 
thus lost among the'enraged people ; to keep up a 
show of authority, the captain of the guards, who 
saw all their .insolence, pretended, that he had re- 
presented to the king their deplorable condition, and 
had obtained their pardon. It is further reported. 
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fliat the Dauphin aod Outness of Burgundy, as 
♦hey went to the opera wcre*#ftri’Ounded by crowds 
of people, who upbraided them with their neglect 
of th(; general calamity, in going to diversions, when 
♦he whole people were ready to perii^h ibr wgnt of 
bread. Edicts are daily publislied to suppress these 
riots ; and papers, w'ith menaces against tlie govem- 
jU' iit, as publicly thrown uhont. Among others, 
♦h(‘se words were dropped in a court of justice, 
“ Eranco wants a llavilliac or a jesnit to deliver 
lior.” Ijcsides this universal distress, there is a con- 
tagious sickness, which, it is feared, will end in a 
pestilenc<‘. Letters from Bounlenx bring accounts 
no li'ss lanient.able : the fM?usaiits arc driven by liiin- 
gcr from tlieir abodes into that city, and 'inake la- 
mentations in the streets vvithont r(‘dress. 

VVe are advised by letters from the Hague, dated 
the tenth instant, N. S. that, on tlie sixth, the Mar- 
de Toroy arrived tluTc from l^iris ; but thepass- 
p(»rt, by which he', came, having been sent blank by 
Monsieur Rouillc, lie was there two days before his 
quality was know’ll. That minister offered to com- 
mimicate to Monsieur I leinsiiis the proposals which 
he i'.ad to make; but the J^ensionary refused to see 
then., and said, he would signify it to the States, 
who deputx^.d some of tlieir own body to acipiaint 
him, that they would enter into no ncgociation 
until the arrival of his grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, imd the other ininisterii^f the alliance. Prince 
Eugene was expected there the twelfth instant from 
Brussels. It is said, that beside.s Monsieur dc 
'forcy, audL Monsieur Pajot, director-general of the ' 
posts, there are two or three persons at the Hague 
whose names not known; but it is supposed, 
that the Duke if Alba, ambassador frqm the Duke 
of Anjou, was one of them. The States have sent 
letters ‘to all the cities of tlie provinces, desiring 
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them to send tlieir deputies to receive the propo- 
sitions of peace made by the court of Franco. 

In the absence of Mr. Bickerstaff, Mrs. 
Distaff has received Mr. Nathaniel Broomstick’s 
lettesr;^ 
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Quicqnid agunt homines 

nosiritst farrago HbelU, 

«)ev. Sal. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say. or think, or dream « 

Our motley paper bei:ees for its theme. P 

By Isaac Bickkiistaff, Esquire. 

wars Cojfvi’-house, May 3 , 

A kinsman has sent me a letter, wherein he in- 
forms me, he had lately resolved to write an heroic 
poem, but by business has been interrupted, and 
lias only made one similitude, which he should be 
afflicted to have only lost ; and begs of me to ap- 
ply it to something, l^ng very desirous to see it 
well placed in the world. 1 am so willing to help 
the distressed, that 1 have taken it in : but, though 
his greater genius might very well distinguish his 
verses from mine, I have marked whjsre his begin. 
His lines arc a description of the in eclipse, 
which T know nothing more like than a brave man 
in sorrow, who bears it as he should, witliout im- 
ploring the pity of his friends^ or being dejected 
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with the contempt of his. Pernios : 
Cato. 
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as in the ease of 


'When nil the globe to Ctesar's fortune bow’d, 
Cato alone his empire disallow’d ; 

With inborn strength alone oppos’d mankind. 
With lleav’n in view, to all below it blipd \ 
Regardless of his friends’ applause, or moan, 

A lone triumphant, since he falls alone.* 

“ Thus when the Ruler of the genial clay 
Behind some dark’ning planet fdrins his way, 
Desponding iiiorta]:>, \^ith oilicious care, 

The concave drum and magic brass prepare ; 
Implore him to sustain th’ iiiipc»rtant fight. 

And save depending worlds from endless night ; 
Fondly they liope their labour may avail 
To ease his conllict, and assist his toil, 

Whilst he, in beauts of native splendor bright, 
(Though dark his orb ajipcarto human ligiit) 
Shines to the gods with more dilTusivt! light ; 

To distant stars with e<]|ual glory biiriiwS, 

Inllamcs their lamps, and feeds their golden urns, 
Sure to retain hU known superior tract. 

And proves the more iltui>ti*ious by defect.” 


Tliis is a very lively imat^e; but I must take the 
liberty to say, my kinsman drives the sun a little 
like Phae ton ; he has all the warmth of Phmbus, 
but will not stay for his direction of it. Avail and 
foily defect antLf/'oerf, will never do for rhymes, 
lint, however, he has the true spirit in him; for 
which reas<ui T was willing to entertain any thing he 
pleased to send me. The sid)ject wliich he writes 
upon naturally raises great reflexions in the soul, 
and puts us in mind of the mixed condition which 
we mortals arc to support , which as it varies to 
good or bad, ii^orns or dothces our actions to the 
beholders : ifR which glory and shame must end in 
what we so much repine at, death. But doctrines 


* The verses are by Mr. Jabez Hughe». 
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on this occasion, any otte than that of living well, 
are the most insigwiticant and most empty of all Ae 
labours of men. None but a tragedian can die by 
'rule, and wait till he discovers a plot or says a fine 
thing upon his exit. In real lift*, this is a chimera; 
and by noble spirits it will be done decently, with- 
out the ostentation of it. Wc see men of all con- 
ditions and characters goT through it with equal re- 
solution; and if vve consider the speeches of the 
mighty plnlosophers," heroes, lawgivers, and great 
captains, tluy can produce iio lnori^ in a discerning 
spirit, than rules to make a man a fop on his death- 
bed. Coinn'-cnd me to that natural greatness of 
soul, expressed by an innocent, and eonsecpieiitly 
resolute country-fellow, who said in the j)ains of the 
cholick, ‘Mf I once get this breath out of my body, 
you shall hang me before you put it in again.’* Ho- 
nest Ned ! and so he died.'* 

But it is to bo supposed, that from ibis place yon 
may (*xpcot an account of stich a thing as a now 
play is not to be omitted. Thai acted this night is 
the newest that cv('r was writ. The author is my 
ingenious fried Mr. 'I'homas Durfey. This Drama 
is called, “ The Modern Prophets,” and is a most 
unanswerable satire against llie late spirit of enthu- 
siasm. The writer had by Jong experience, ob- 
served that, in company, very grave discourses Imd 
been followed by bawdry ; and therefore has turned 
the humour that way with great suc(*css, and taken 
from his audience all manner of siqx.rstition, by the 
agitations of pretty Mrs. Bignell, whom he has, 
with great subtlety, made a lay* sister, as well as a 
prophetess; by which means she- carries on the af- 
fairs of botli worlds with great sijwccss. My friend 


* Tjjb Ncdua'^ a farmi^r of Autlioi»\ Ilcnlcy, Lsy, who 
mentions this sayin;? of his in a letter to Swift. 
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deigns to go oil with another work against winter, 
^uch he intends to call, “ The Modern Poets/’ a 
p^ple no less mistaken in their ojnnions of being in- 
spired, than the other. In order to this, he has by 
him seven songs, besides many amhiguifins, which 
cannot be mistaken for any thing but what he means 
them. Mr. Diirfey generally writes state-plays, 
and is wonderfully useful to th(‘, world in such re- 
presentations. This method is the same that was 
used by the old Athenians, to ’ laugh out of coun- 
tenance, or promote, opinions among the people. 
My friend has therefore, against this play is acted 
for his own benefit, made two dances, which may 
be also of an universal benefit. In the first he has 
represented absolute power in the person of a tall 
man with a hat and feather, who gives his first 'mi- 
nister, that stands just before him, an huge kick ; 
the minister gives the kick to the next before ; and 
so to the end of the stage. In this moral and prac- 
tical jest, you are made to understand, that there is, 
in an absolute government, no gratification, but 
giving the kick you receive from one above you, to 
one below you. This is performed to a grave and 
melancholy air; but on a sudden the tune moves 
quicker, aud the whole company fall into a circle, 
and take Imnds; and then, at a certain sharp note, 
they move round, and kick as kick can. Tliis latter 
performance he makes to be the representation of a 
free state ; where, if you all mind your steps, you 
may go round and round very jolly, with a motion 
pleasant to yourselves aiifi those you dance with : 
nay, if you put yourselves v>ut, at the worst you 
only kick and are kicked, like friends and equals. 

From my oti’w Apartment, May 4. 

Of all the vanities under the sun, I confess that of 
being proud of one's birtli is the greatest. At the 
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same time, since in this unreasonable a<^e, by,tKd* 
force of prcvailine; custom, things in which melt 
have no hand are imputed to them ; and that I am 
used by some people, as if Isaac Bickerstaff', thougli 
1 write myself Esquire^ was nobody: to set the 
world righi in that particular, I shall give you n^ 
ii'cnealogy, as a kinsman of ours has sent it me 
from the Heralds Office. It is certain, and ob- 
served by tl\c wascst writers, that there are women 
who are not nicely chaste, and men not severely ho- 
nest, in all families ; therefore let those, who may 
be apt to raise aspersions upon ours, please to give 
us as impartial an account of their own, and wc 
shall be satisfied. The business of heralds is a 
matter of so great nicety, that, to avoiil mistakes, 

I shall give you my cousin’s loiter, verbatim, with- 
out altering a syllable. 

‘‘ Dcau Cousin, * 

“ Since you have been pleased to make yourself 
so famous of late, by your ingenious writings, and 
some tiiTit) ago by your learned predictions : since 
I’artiidge, of immortal incmoiy, is dead and goiKj, 
uho, poetical as be was, could not understand his 
own poetry; and philomatical as he was, could not 
read his own destiny : since the pope, the king of 
l^ranco, and great ])art of his court, arc either lite- 
rally or metaphorically defunct : since, I say, these 
things (not foretold by any one but yourselO Have 
(‘oino to pass after so surprising a manner : it is with 
ijo small concern 1 see the original of the Staffian 
race so little known in the world as it is at this 
tirm^ ; for wdiich reason, as you have employed your 
'^tiulies iu astronomy, and the occult sciences, so T, 
iny iut)tlier being a Welsh woman, dedicated mine 
to gemealogy, ]>articularly that of our OAvn family, 
wliich, for its antiejuity and number, may challengo 
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#8^ in Great Britain. The Staffs are originally of 
‘Staffordshire, which took its name from them: the 
first that J find of the Saffs was one .lacobstaft’, a 
famous and renowned astronomer, who by Dorothy 
his wife, had issue S(*\en sons, vi/. Bickerstaff’, 
LongstafF, WagstaflT, Quarlerstaff’, WhitestafF, Fal- 
stafF, and Tipstaff'. He also had a younger brotlier, 
who was twice married, and had five sons, viz. 
Distaff, Pikestaff, Mopstaff, Brooms taff, and Rag- 
gedstaff. As for the branch from whence you 
spring, I shall say very little of it, only that it is the 
chief of the Staffs, and called Bickerstaif, quasi 
Biggerstaff ; as much as to say, the Great Staff', or 
Stan of Staff's ; and that it has applied itself to 
Astronomy with great success, after the ( xample of 
our aforesaid forefather. The descendants from 
Longstaff, the second sou, were a rakish disorderly 
sort of people, and rambled from one place to ano- 
ther, until, in the fime of Harry the Second, they 
settled in Kent, and were called Long-Tails, from 
the Long Tails which were sent them as a punish- 
ment for the murder of Thomas a-Bccket, as the 
legends say. They have always been sought after 
by the hidies ; but whether it be to show their aver- 
sion to ropery, or their love to miracles, 1 cannot 
say. The Wagstaffs are a merry thought IcwSk sort of 
people, who have always been opinionated of their 
own wit; I hey have turned themselves mostly to 
'poetry. This is the most numerous branch of our 
family, and the poorest. The Qiiarterstaff's are 
most of them prize-fighters or deerstealers ; there 
have been so many of them hanged lately, that there 
are vei*y few of that branch of our family left. The 
Whitestaffs^ are all courtiers, and have had very 


* 4‘n allusion to the stalT that is carried, as an ensign of 

his office, by the first l^rd of the Treasury, who is after- 
wards humourously compared by Steele to an emmet dis- 

tinguished from his fellows by a white straw*** 
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considerable plat'es. I'iievc have been some of 
of that streijofth and dexterity, that five hundred'^ 
of the ablest men in the kingdom have often tugged 
in vain to pull a staff out of their hands. The 
Falstaffs are strangely given to whoring and drink- 
ing; there arc abundance of them in and about 
hondon. One thing is very remarkable of this 
branch, and that is, there are just as many women 
as men in it. There was a wicked stick of wood of 
this name in Harry the Fourth's time, one Sir John 
Falstalf. As for Tipstaff, the youngest son, he was 
an honest fellow ; but his sons, and his sons' sons, 
have all cf them been the veriest ros^iies living: it 
is this unlucky branch that has stocked the nation 
with that swarm of lawyers, attorneys, serjeauts, 
and bailiffs, with which the ‘nation is over-run. 
Tipstaff', being a seventh son, used to cure the 
king’s evil ; but his rascally descendants are so far. 
from having that healing quality, that, by a touch 
upon the shoulder, they give a man such an ill habit 
of body, that he can never come abroad afterwards. 
This is all I know of the line of Jacobstaff: his 
younger brother, Isaacstaff, as I told you before, had 
five sons, and was married twice; his first wife was 
a Staff (for they did not stand upon false heraldry in 
those days) by whom he had one son, who, in pro- 
cess of time, being a schoolmaster and well read in 
the Greek, called himself Distaff' or Twicestaff. 
He was not very rich, so he put his children out to 
trades, and the Distaffs have ever since bedn em- 
ployed in the woollen and linen manufactures, ex- 
cept myself, who am a genealogist. Pikestaff, the 
eldest son by the second renter, was a man of busi- 
ness, a dowmright plodding fellow, and withall so 
plain that he became a proverb. Most of this fa- 
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c^roSyareat present in the army. Ragged staff was 
'! ail' unlucky boy, and used to tear his cloaths in 
getting birds nests, and was always playing with a 
tame bear his father kept. Mopslatf fell in love 
with one of his father s maids, and usi‘d to help her 
to clean the house. Broomslalf was a ehiiuncy- 
sweeper. TIjc Mopstaffs and Rroomstatls are nutu- 
Jally as civil people as ever went out doors: hut, 
alas ! if they once get into ill hands, they knock down 
nil before them, Pilgrimstafl ran away from his 
friends, and went strolling about the country: and 
Pijjestaff was a wine-cooper. Those two were the 
•unlawful issiKj of Longstaif. 

“N. B. The Canos, the Clubs, the (‘iidgels, the 
Wands, die Devil upon two Sticks’’, and one Rread, 
that goes by the; name of Staff of Life, are none of 
our relations. I am, dear Cousin, 

Your humble servant, 

From the llcraltih Ollice, D. Distai t." 

May 1,1700. 

S/. Jaffles*^ Cqff'i'e’Iiottsc, May 4. 

As political news is not the princi[>al .subject on 
which we treat, w(.* are so happy as to liave, no oc- 
casion for that art of codkery whicli our brother 
newsmongers so much excel in: as ap[)fars by their 
excellent and inimitable manner of dressing up a 
second time for your taste the same dish which they 
gave you the day before, iii case there come over no 
new pickles from Holland. Therefore, when wo 
have nothing to say to you [from courts and camps, 
we hope still to give you s<imewhat new and curious 
from ourselves ; the women of our house, upon oc- 
casion, being capable of carrying on the business, 
according to the laudable custom of the wives in 

* a\n allusion to the** Diable Boiieux*’ of Lc Sage. 
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Holland; but, without farther preface, take 
we have not mentioned in our former relations. • » 

Letters from Mauovcr, of the thirtieth of the last 
month, say, that the Prince Royal’ of Prussia ar- 
rived then^ on the fifteenth, and left that court on 
tlic second of this iiioiith, in pursuit of his journey 
to FIand(‘rSj where he makes the cuAuiiie: campaign. 
Those advices add, that the voune; Prinee Nassau, 
luTcditary t^ov(‘nior of Friesland, celebrated on the 
twenty-sixth of tluj last month his marriage with the 
beauteous Princess of Tlessc-Casscl, with a pomp 
and maji^nifieenee suitable to their ag('. and quality. 

Letters from Paris say, his most Christian Ma- 
i('slY retired to Marly on tin* lirst instaJit, S. and 
our last advices from Spain inform us, that the 
Prinee of Asturias had made his public, entry into 
Madri<l in great splendor. The Duke of Anjou has 
given Don Joseph H art ado de Amaraga the govern- 
ment of Terra firma do X'eragua, and the j)resi- 
deiKiy of Panama in America. They add, that the 
l?>rccs commanded l)y the Marquis de Bay have been 
reinforced by six battalions of' Spani.sh Walloon 
guards, betters from Lisbon advise, that the army 
of the king of Portugal was at Elvas on the twenty- 
second of I lie last month, and would decamp on the 
Iwcuty-fourtli, in order to inarch upon the enemy 
who lay at Badajos. 

Yesterday, at four in the morning, iiis grace the 
Duke of Marlborough set out for Margate, and em- 
bSrked for Holland at eight this morning. 

Yesterday also Sir George Thorold was declared 
Alderman of Cordwainers Ward, in the room of his 
brother Sir Charles Thorold, deceased. 

Advertisemait, 

Any Ladies who have any particular stories 
of their acquaintance, which they are willing pri- 

VOF . I. jr • K ' 
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lately to make public, may send them by the 
; post io Isaac Bickerstali’, Esq* inclosed to Mr. John 
Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 


NM2. SATURDAY, MAY 7, 1709. 


Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libelli. 

Jcv. Sat. i. S5,S(>. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper sei/ies for Us theme. P 

May 5. 

When a man has engaged to keep a stage-coach, he 
is obliged, \vhether he has passengers or not, to set 
out : thus it faregi with us weekly historians ; but 
indeed, for my particular, I hope, I shall soon have 
little more to do in this work, than to publish what 
is sent me from such as have leisure and capacity for 
giving delight, and being pleased in an elegant 
manner. The present grandeur of the British nation 
might make us expect, that we should rise in our 
public diversions, and manner of enjoying life, in 
proportion to our advancement in glory and power. 

. Instead of .that, survey this town, and you will find 
rakes and debauchees au^ your men of pleasure ; 
thougM^s atheists and illiterate drunkards call 
thems^ves free-thinkers; and gamesters, banterers, 
biters, swearers, and twenty new-born insects more, 
are, in their several species, the modern men of wit. 
Hence it is, that a man, who has been out of town 
^ but one half year, has lost the language, and must 
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have sonic friend to stand by him, and keep him in 
countenance for- talking common sense. To-day 
saw a short interlude at White’s of this nature, ■ 
which I took notes of, and put together as well as I ; 
could in a public place. The persons .^of the drama 
are Pip, the last gentleman that has been made so at 
cards; Trimmer, a person half undone at then\, 
and who is now between a cheat and a gentleman; 
Acorn, an honest Englishman of good plain sense 
and meaning; and Mr. Friendly, a reasonable man 
of the town. 

Whitens Chocolatc-house, May 5. 

Enter Pip, Trimmer, and Acorx. 

j4c. What is the matter, gentlemen; whatf 
take no notice of an old friend ? 

Pip, Pox on it ! do not talk to me, I am voweled 
by the count, and cursedly out of humour. 

Ac, Voweled ! pr’ythce, Trim;ner, what does he 
mean by that ? 

Trim, Have a care, Harry, speisdc softly ; do not 
show your ignorance: — if you do, they will bite 
you wherever they meet you, they are such cursed 
curs- -the present wits. 

Ac. Bite me ! what do you mean ? 

Pip, Why! do not you know what biting is? 
nay, you are in the right on it. However, one 
would learn it only to defend one’s self against men 
of wit, as one would know the tricks of play, to be 
secure against the cheats. But do not you hear. 
Acorn, that rejiort, that some potentates of the 
alliance have taken care of themselves exclusively 
of us ? 

Ac, How 1 Heaven forbid ! after all our glorious 
victories ; all the expence of blood and treasure ! 

Pip. Bite ! 
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. Hlle ! liow? r 

, Trim. Nay, ho has hit you fiiirly enough; tliaiis 
certain. 

Ac. Pox! Idoiiotfeol Ilow? where? 

Pip r///r/ 1 nmmrr hnfgliitig. 

Ac. Ho! Mr. Priendly, your most luiinble ser- 
vant; you heard what passed belwo(‘n tliose Hue 
geiitlemeii and me. Pip cr)inpl!iiiied to me, that he 
had been vowFLiio; and they tdl me I am j;i r. 

Friend. You are to understand, Sir, that simpli- 
city of behaviour, which is the perfection of good 
breeding and good sense, is utterly lost in the 
world ; and in the room of it there are started a 
thoili^ad little inventions, which men, barren of 
be^tdr thiirgs, take up in the place of it. 'rhus for 
diafaeter in conversatiort tliat used to please, 
there is an impostor put upon you. Him whom wc 
allowed, formerly, for a certain pleasant subtlety, 
and natural way of giving you an unexpected hit, 
called a Drolls is now mimicked by a IViier, who is 
a dull fellow, that tel^^ou a lie with a grave face, 
and lauk-hs at yaifef<;^felow.ing him no better than 
to believe him. Insic^ of that sort of companion 
who could rally keep his c«)nulenanc(s 

until he iiiade you fall into some little inctjnsisrcncy 
of behaviour, at which you yourself could laugh with 
him, you have tlie sneerer, who will keep you com- 
pany from morning to night, to gather your follies oi' 
the day (which perhaps you commit out of confidence 
in him) and expose you in the evening to all the 
scorners in town. For yo'»r naan of sense and free 
spirit, whose, set of thoughts were built upon hjarning, 
reason, and experience, you have now an impudent 
creature made up of vice only, who supports his 
Ignorance by his courage, and want ol‘ learning by 
contempt of it. 
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v > jIc. Dear Sir, hold : what ^ou have told me al- 
ready of* this chaiifje in conversation is too misera-u 
blc to bo heard v-dth any deli}>ht ; but mothinks, as 
these now creatures appear in the world, it might 
give an excellent field to writers fo^&c stage, to 
divtM’t us with the representation of th'& there. 

FricmL No, no; as you say, there might l>e 
sonic hopes of redress of these grievances, if there 
w^re proper care taken of (he theatre ; but the history 
of that is yet more lamentable, than that of the decay 
of conversation 1 gave you. 

Ac. Pray, Sir, a little. I have not been in town 
these six years, until within this fortnight. 

FrientL It is now some time since several 
tions in the gay worl^ had made the ernptire of ,t^e 
stage subject to very fatal convulsions, whh^ Were 
too dangerous to be cured by the .skill of little King 
Oberon"^, who then sat on the throne of it. The 
laziness of this Prince threw him upon the choice of 
a person who was fit to spend his life is contentions, 
an able and profound attorney, t^ whom he morU 
gaged his whole empire. f is the most 

skilful of all politicians; he IwW pi^ect art in being 
unintelligible in discourse, atiduncOmeatabie in busi- 
ness ; but he, having no understanding in this polite 
way, brought in upon us, to get in his money lad- 
der-dancers, rope-dancers, jugglers, and mounte- 
banks, to strut in the place of Shakspeare’s heroes, 
and Jonson’s humourists. When the seat of wit was 
thus mortagaged without equity of redemption, an 
architect [ arose, who has built the Muse a new pa- 
lace, but secured her no retinue; so that, instead 
of action there, we have been put off by song and 

* Mr. Owen, or Mac Owen Swiney. 
f ChrUtopber Ricb- 
i Sir John Vaobrugh. 
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diiiicc. This latter help of sound hiis also Ijcj^iin to. 
.fail for want' oi‘ voices; therefore tlie palace has 
since been ])ut into tlic hands of a siirij^oon, who cuts 
any foreign, fellow into aneumich’^, and passes him 
upon us for a sinj^er of Italy. 

Ac, I will |:;o out of town to-morrow. 

Ft iaid, Things are come to this pass ; ami y(;f 
the world will not understand, that iht* iheatrii has 
much the same Effect on the manners of tin* age. 
as the llank on tlio credit of the nafion. Wit and 
spirit, humour and good sense, (?un never be re- 
vived hut uud(a‘ tlie government of those who are 
judges of sucli talents; who know, that’ whatever 
is put up in their sh'ad, is l>iit a short and trifling 
expedient, to siij)port the appearance of them fr)r a 
season. It is possible, a peace will givt*. leisure to 
put these matters under new regulations ; but, at 
present, all the assistance w(‘ can see ti)wards our 
recovery is as far from giving us lielp, as* a poultice, 
is from ])erforming what can be done only by the 
grand elixir. 


Wilts Cdff€t*housc^ May 6. 

According to our late design in the applauded 
verses on the morning +, which you lately ha<l from 
l»cnco, wi' proceed to improve that just intention, 
and presi it you with other labours, made proper to 
the place in wliich they were written. The follow- 
ing poem comes from Copenhagen, and is as fine ^ 
winter-piece aS we have evfer had from any of the 
schools of the most IcariK d painters. Such images 


* .fohn-James Ileydegger, Esq. styled here a !»urgcon, in 
allusion to the employmenf assigned to him : Ire had at that 
lime the direction of the operas, as he had 
masquerades. - 

+ By Swift. 
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' as these give us a new pleasure in our sight, and fix 
upon our minds traces ot* relloction, which iic^om-. 
pany us wliehevi r th(» likt* objects occur. In short 
excellciil poetry iuitl deseri])tion dwell upqn us so 
agreeably, that all the readers of thc^^re made to 
think, if not write, like men of wit. out it would 
bi‘ iiijury to detain ymi longer from this excellent 
|>i‘ilbnnaiict‘, wliich is addressed to the Earl of 
l)ors('t by Mr. Pliilips, the author of several choice 
poems 111 Mr. Tonson's new Misccillany. 


Copenha^t M, March 0, 1700. 

From frozen climes, ami omlless tracts of snow, 

Worn stivoiiis that Nurtlicrn winds forbid to flow. 

What present shall tin- Muse to Dorset bring, 

Or how, so near the Pole, attempt to •?ing ? 

The hoary winter here conceals from sight 
All pleasing objects that to verse invite : 

The hills and dalca, and the delightful woods 
The tlow’ry plains, and silver-streaming Hoods, 
lly snow disgiiisM, in bright confusion lie, 

And with onodnz/liiig waste fatigue the eye. 

No gentle-breathing hre^aife prepares the spring, , 

No birds within the desert regW 

The ships iinmovM.the boisterQfi^ Winds defy, 

>Vhile r.ittliiig chariots o'er the ocOan dy. 

The %usL Leviathan wants room io play, 

And spout his waters in the face of day ? 

77ie starving w'olvcs along the main sea prowl, 

And to the moon in icy valleys howi. 

! 'or many a shining league the level main 
Here spreads itself into a ghissy plain ; 

There solid billows of eiionnous size, 

Alps of green ice, in wild disorder rise. * 

And jet but lately have f seen, ev’n here, 

The wiiilerina lovely dress appear.* 

Fre yet the clouds let fall the treasur’d snow, 

Or winds began thro’ hazy skies to blow, 

At evening a keen Eastern breeze arose, 

And the descending rain iiiisiilly’d froze. ' 

S.)on as tile silent shades of night withdrew, 

The rudi^ morn disclos’d at once to view 
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The face of nature in a rich disguise, 

And brightou’d c\’ry object tu my ryes: 

For every ^rub, ftDil every blade of grass, 

And every pointed thorn, seem’d wrought in glass ; 

In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns’ show, 

While tlfro’ the ice the crimson berries glow. 

The thick>sprang reeds the watery marshes yield 
Seem ]}ulishM lances in a hostile field. 

The stag in limpid currents, with surprize, 

Sees crystal branches on hisi forehead rLie. 

The spreading oak, the beech, and t(»Wcring pines 
Glaz’d over, in the freezing a*thcr shine: 

The frighted birds the rattling branches shun, 

That wave and glitter in the distant sun. 

When, if a sudden gust of wind arise, 

The brittle forest into atoms fiics; 

The crackling wood beneath the tempest bends, 

And in a spangled shower Uie prospect ends ; 

Or, if a Southern gale the region warm. 

And by degrees unbind the wintery charm, 

The traveller a miry country sees, 

And journeys sad beneath the dropping trees* 

Like some deluded peasant, Merlin leads 
Thro’ fragrant bowers and tbro’ delicious meads | 

While here enchanted gardens to him rise. 

And airy fabrics there attnict his eyes. 

His wandering feet the magic paths pursue ; 

And while he thinks the fair illusion true, 

The trackless scenes disperse in fiuid air, 

And woods and wUds,^ and thorny ways appear; 

A tedious road the weary wretch returns, 

And us he goes, the transient vision mourns. 


From my own Apartment, May 6. 

There has a mail this day arrived from Ilollatid ; 
but the matter of the advices importing rather what 
gives us great expectations, than any positive assu- 
rances, 1 shall, for this time, decline giving you 
what I know; and apply the following verses of 
Mr. Dry den, in the second part of “ Almauzor,” 
fo the present circumstances of things^ without dis- 
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wliJii, my kncnvlcd^c in a&tronoiny suggests 
loine: /v- 


WluMi I-iriipiir ia its chilflhoixl tii'iat appears, 

\ u;i toilful fato o'tMvoe> its tciidcT yea^ 

Till, ^rowii more strou:*, il thrusts and stiretches out, 
And olhuHsall the kingdoms round about: 

Tlie plaoe thus mailo for iu lirsl bieathin^ free. 

It again for oa^e and luxury; 
rillo'wlling by degrees il has pObsest, 

'I'lie greater spare, and now crowds up the rest, 
VVlieniVoni behind there starts some petty state, 

And pii<^hcs on it** now unwieldy fate; 

Then down the pireipiee of time it goes. 

And sinks in lnillute^, which in ages rose# 


N'l.l THiiSDAY, MAY 10,1709. 


^uicquid at^wU «— 

msiri eisffm'iigo lif/cHL 

3vv, Sat. i. 85. S6. 

Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our mot ley pa per sci'/.cs for its 1 heme,;, P. 

* i'rum fill/ oxen Apartment, Map, 8. 

AIucji hurry and business lias to-day perplexed me 
into a mood too thoiighttul for going into company; 
for which reason instead of the tavern, I went into 
Lineoln’s-inn walks ; and, having taken a round or 
two, 1 sat clown, according to the allowed famili- 
arity of these places, on a bench; at the other end 
of which sat a vimorablc gentleman, who, speaking 
with a very affable air, Mr. BickerstaftV* said he, 
‘‘ I take, it f0r a very great piece of good fort«uie that 
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you have found me out/' “Sir/' said I, “1 had 
never, that I know of, the honour of seeing you 
before." “ That," replied he, “ is what I have 
often lamented; but, I assure you, 1 have for 
many years done you good offices, with being 
observed by. you; or else, when you had any little 
glimpse of my being cfuieeniod in an affiair, you 
have fled from nu*, and shunned me like an enemy ; 
but, however, the part f am to act in tlic world is 
such, that 1 am to go on in doing good, thoiigli I, 
meet with never so many n;pulses, evc'ii from those 
I oblige." I'his, thought 1, shows a great good 
nature, but little judgment, iu the persons upon 
wliom he corders liis favours, lie immediately took 
notice to me, that he observecl, by my countenance, 
1 thought him indiscreet in his beneficence; and 
proceeded to tell me his t|uaUty in the following 
manner; “I know thee, Isaac, to be so well 
versed in the occult sciences, that 1 need not mucli 
preface, or make long preparations to gain your 
faith that there are airy beings who are employed 
in tlie care and attendance of men, as nurses to 
infants, until they come to an age in which^ they 
can act of themselves. These be ings are usually 
called, umongst men, guardian angels; and, IVlr. 
Bickerstiiff, I am to acquaint you, iliat I am to be 
yours for some time to come ; it being our orders to 
\ary our stations, and sometimes to have one pa- 
tient under our protection, and soiiietinies another, 
with a power of assuming what shape we please, to 
ensnare our wards info their own good. 1 have of 
late been upon such hard duty, and know you have 
BO much work for me, that 1 think fit to appear to 
you face to face, to desire you will give me as little 
occasion for vigilance as you can." “Sir,” said I, 
“ it will be a great instruction to me i^ my beha- 
viour, if you please to give me some^|kCCount of 
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your late employ ments, and what liardships or sa- 
tisfaetioiis you have had in them, that 1 may g^o* 
verii myself accordingly.” He answered, To 
give you an example ot the drudgery we go 
thi'ougli, 1 will entertain you only with my three 
last stations. I was on the. first of April last put to 
mortify a great Beviiity, with whom 1 was a week ; 
from h(‘r I went to a (lominon swearer, and have 
l)een last with a gainestcT. Wlum I first came to 
my lady, T found my great work was to guard well 
•lier cy(^s and e.ars ; hut her flatterers were so‘ nume- 
rous, and tlui house, after the modern way so full 
of looking-glasses, that I seldom had her safe but 
in her sleep. Whenever we went abroad, we were 
surrounded by an army of enemies ; when a well- 
made man appeared, lie was sure to have a side- 
glance of observations ; if a disagreeable fellow, he 
had a full face, out of mere inclination to conquests : 
but at the close of the evening, on the sixth of the 
last pionth, my ward was sitting on a couch, read- 
ing Qyid*s Epistles ; and as she came to this line of 
TIelen to Paris, 


She half consents w1m> silently denies,*’* 

entered Pliilander j-, who is the most skillful of all 
men in an address to women. He is arrived at the 
pertVetion of that art which gains them ; which is, 
‘ to talk like a very miserable man, but look like a 
very happy one.’ I saw Dictinna blush at his en- 
trance, which gave me the alarm ; but he immedi- 
ately said something so agreeably on her being at 
study, and the novelty of finding a lady employed 


* This line occurs in a joint translation of Helen's Epistle 
to Paris," byjtlie Earl of Mulgraveand Dryden, intheeditioQ 
of “ Ovid’s ISldstles, 1709." 
f Supposed to be Lord Halifax. 
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in so grave u irianner, tHfat he on a sudden became 
very familiarly a man of no consequence, and in an 
instant laid all heir suspicions of his skill asleep, as 
he had almost done mine ; until I observed him 
very dangcrosly turn his discourse upon the ele- 
gance of her dress, and her judgment in the choice 
of that vciy pretty morning. Tlaving had w(jmcn 
before under my care, I tronihlcd at the apprehen- 
sion of a man of sense wlio could talk iqion trifles, 
and resolved to stick to iny post with all the circum- 
spection imagiuabl(‘. lii shoit, I prc])(>ssessed her^ 
against all ho could say to the advantage of her 
dress and person; but he turned again the dis- 
course, where I found T harl no pow«‘r over her, 
on the abusing Ikt friends and ue(|U}iintanee. He. 
allowed, indeed, that Mora had a little beauty, 
and a great deal of w'ii: but then she wjis so un- 
gainly in her behaviour, and such a laughing hoy- 
den ! PastoreUa liud with him the allowance of 
being blameless; but what w^as that towards^heing 
praise-worthy ? Po be only innocent, is nait:to b(‘. 
virtuous? He afterwards spoke so much ’ against 
Mrs. J'^ipple’s forehead, Mrs. Prinrs moutli, Mrs. 
Dentriflee’s teeth, and Mrs. Fidget's cheeks, that 
she grew' downright in love with him : for it is al- 
ways to be understood, that a lady takes all yo'u de- 
tract fro'i» the rest of her sex to be a gift to her. 
In a word, things wimt so far that T was dismissed ; 
and she will remember that erening nine months, 
from the sixth of April, by a very remarkable token. 
The next, as T said, I went to, was a common 
swrearer. Never was acicature so puzzled us my- 
self, 'w]^en I came first to view his brain ; half of 
it was, worn out, and filled up with mere expletives, 
that hjad nothing to do with any otl\er parts of the 
textu^; therefore, when he called^ cloaths 

in a i^orning, he would cry, ‘ J(^%^John does 
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not answer. ‘ What a plague ! nobody there ? 
What the devil, and rot me, John, fo|f. a lazy dog 
as you arc !’ 1 knew no way to pure him, but by 
writing down all he said one morning as lie was 
dressing, and laying it before him on the toilet 
when he came to pick his teeth. The last recital 
I gave him of what he said for half an hour before 
WHS, ‘ What, a pox. rot me! where is the wash- 
ball^ call the chfiirmcii! damn them, I warrant 
they arc at the alehouse already ! zounds ! » and con- 
found them r When he came to the glass, he 
takes up my note- Ha ! this fellow is worse than 
1 : what, docs he swear with pen and ink V But, 
reading on, lie found them to be his own words. 
Tiie stratagem had so good an effect upon him, 
that he grew immediately a new man, and is learn- 
ing to speak without an oath, which makes him 
extremely short in his phrases ; for, as 1 observed 
before, a common swearer has a brain without any 
idea on the swearing side ; therefore my ward has 
yet mighty little to say, and is forced to substitute 
some"bther vehicle of nonsense, to supply the defect 
of his usual expletives. When I left him, he made 
use of ‘ Odsbodikins! Oh me! and Never stir 
alive !* and so forth ; which gave me hopes of his 
recovery. So I went to the next I told you of, the 
gamester. When we first take our place about a 
man, the receptacles of tlic pericranium are imme- 
diately searched. In his, 1 found no one ordinary 
trace of thinking; but strong passion, violent 
desires, and a continued series of different changes, 
had torn it to pieces. There appeared no middle 
condition; the triumph of a Prince, or the misery 
of a Beggar, were his alternate states. I Was with 
him no longer than one day, which was yesterday. 
In the mo^ng at twelve we were worth four thou- 
sand pounSgi ';^ at three, we were arrived at six thou** 
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sand; lialf an hour after, we were reduced to one 
tliouwsand ; at four of the clock, we were down to 
two hiiiidrod ; at five, to fifty ; at six, to five ; at 
seven, to one guinea: the next bet, to nothing. 
This morning he borrowed half a, crown of the maid 
who cleans his shoes ; and is now gaining in Lin- 
colnV-Inii Fields among the boys for farthings and 
oranges, until he has made up three pieces, and 
then he returns to White’s into the best company in 
town.” 

Thus ended on r first discourse ; and, it is hoped, 
you will forgive me that I liave j)icked so little ont 
of my companion at our first interview. In tlie 
next, it is possible he may tell me more pleasing 
incidents ; for though he is a familiar, he is not an 
evil spirit. 

67. James's Coffee-house, May 9. 

Wo h(‘,ar fioin the Hague of the fourteenth instant, 
N. S. that Monsieur de Torcy hath had freqiumt 
conferences with the Grand Pensioner, and th^ otlier 
ministers who wiirc heretofore commission^ to 
treat with Monsieur Pouille. The preliminaries of 
a peace arc almost settled, and the proceedings wait 
only for Uic arrival bf the Duke of Marlborough ; 
after wiiosc approbation of the articles pioposed, 
it is not doubted but the methods of the treaty 
will bo publicly known. In the mean time the 
States nave declared an abhorrence of taking any 
step in this great affair, but in concert with the 
Court of Great Britain, and other Princes of the 
alliance. The posture of affairs in Franco does 
necessarily oblige that nation to be very much in 
earnest in their offers; and Monsieur de Torcy 
hath professed to the Grand Pensioner, that he will 
avoid all occasions of giving him the least jealousy 
of his using any address in private conversation for 
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accom[jlisluui;' the ends of his embassy. Jt is said, 
that as soon as iho preliminaries are adjusted, that 
minister is to return to tlie French Court. Tlie 
States of Holland have resolved to make it an in- 
struction to all their men of war and privateers, to 
brini:; into their ports whatever neutral ships they 
shall meet with, laden with corn, and bound for 
France; and, to a\oid all cause of complaint from 
liu‘ Foteulates to whom lliesc ships shall belonj^, 
their full demand for their freij^ht shall be paid 
them there. The I'Vench ProUistants residing in 
that country have applied themsedves to their re- 
spective magistrates, desiring that tliere may be an 
article in tlie treaty of peace which may give liberty 
of conscience to the F^rotostants in France. Mon 
siiuir Bosnage, IMinister of the Walloon church at 
Rotterdam, lias bccJi at the Hague, and hath had 
some coiiforences with the Deputies of the States 
on that sulyect. It is reported there, that all the 
French refugees in those (lomiiiions are to be natu- 
ralized, that they may enjoy the same good effects 
of the treaty with the Hollanders themselves, in 
respect of France. 

I^etters fifom l^iris say, tiu' people conceive great 
hopes of a sudden peace, from Monsieur Torcy^s 
being employed in the negotiation; he being a 
minister of too great weight in that Court to be sent 
on any employment in which his master would not 
act in a manner wherein he might justly promise 
himself success. The French advices add, that 
there is an insurrection in Poictou, three thousand 
men having taken up arms, and beaten the troops 
whicli were appointed to disperse them: three of 
the mutineers being taken, were immediately exe- 
cuted ; and as many of the King’s party were used 
after the same manner. 
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Our late acts of naturalization hatli had so great 
an effect in foreign parts, that some Princes have 
prohibited the French reftigees in tlieir dominioiis 
to sell or transfer their estates to any other of their 
subjects ; and at the same time have granted them 
greater immunities than tliey hitherto enjoyed. It 
has been also thought necessary to restrain their 
own subjects from leaving their country on pain of 
death. 


N- 14. THURSDAY, MAY 1' 1709. 


Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libdli* 

Jvv, Sat. I. 85, 8C. 

WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or drrain, 

Our rnotlry paper seizes for Its theme. P, 

Fro7/i my own Apartment, May 10. 

Had it not been that my.fan^iliar had appeared to 
me, as I told you in my last, in person, 1 had cer- 
tainly bof'u unable to have found even words with- 
out meaning, to keep up my intelligence with the 
town ; but he has checked me severely for my de- 
spondence, and ordered me to go on in my design 
of observing upon things, and forbearing persons ; 
for, said he, the age you live in*is such, that a 
good picture of any vice or virtue will infallibly be 
misrepresented ; and thoUgh none yvill take the 
kind descriptions you make so much to themselves, 
as to wish well to the author, yet all will resent 
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iho ill characters* you produce, out of fear of their 
ow'u turn in tlie licence you must be oblij^ed to take, 
if you point at particular persons. I took his admo- 
nition kindly, and immediately promised him to 
bo{^ pardon of the autlior of the “ Advice to the 
Poets,” for my raillery upon his work; though 1 
aimed at. no more in that examination, but to con- 
vince him, anil all men of i^cniiis, of the folly of 
layiripj themselves out on such plans as are below 
their characters. \ hope too it Vas done without 
ill-brccdini^, and nothing spoken below what a 
civilian (as it is allowed I am) may utter to a pliy- 
siiuan ^ After tins pwdace, all the world may be 
safe from iny writings ; for, if I eaii lind nothing to 
eommond, f am silent, and will forbear tlic subject; 
for, though I am a reformer, I scorn to be an iiiqui 
sitor. 

It would become all men, as well as nui, to lay 
before them the noble character of Veriis the ma- 
gistrate t> who always sat in triumph over, and 
contfempt of, vice; he never searched after it, or 
spared it when it came before him: at the same 
time he could see through the hypocrisy and dis- 
guise of those, who have no pretence to virtue 
themselves but by their severity to the vicious. 
This same Voru.s was, in times past, Chief Justice 
(as we call it amongst us) in Felicia fie was a 
man of profound knowledge of the laws of his 
country, and as just an observer of them in his own 
person: he considered justice as a cardinal virtue, 
not as a trade for maintenance. Wherever lie was 
judge, he never forgot that he was also counsel. The 

* Sir Richard Blackmore. 

t Sir John Holt, Lord Chief Justice in the reign of King 
William lil; and for some years after that King's death. 

Britain* 
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criminal before liim was always sill^ hcr^tood before 
liis country, and, in a sort, a parent of it : tli'e pri- 
soner knew, that though his spirit was broken with 
guilt, and incapable of language to defend itself, all 
would be gathered from him which could conduce 
to his safety ; and that his judge would wrest no 
law to destroy him, nor conceal any that could save 
him. In his time there was a nest of pretenders to 
justice, who happened to be employed to ]mt things 
in a method for ‘being examined before him at his 
usual sessions : these animals were to Veins, as 
monkeys are to men ; so like, that you can hardly 
disown them, but so base, that you are ashamed 
of their fraternity. It grew a phrase, “ Who would 
do justice on the Justices?” That certainly would 
Verus. 1 have seen an old trial where he sat Judge 
on two of them; one was called Trick-track, the 
otlier Tear-shift: one was a learned judge of* 
sharpers ; the other the quickest of all men at find- 
ing out a wench. Trick-track never spared a pick- 
pocket, but was a companion to cheats ; Tear-shift 
would make complimeii^s to wenches of quality, but 
certainly commit poor oh^,"' If a poor rogue wanted 
a lodging, 'Irick-track sent him to gaol for a thief; 
if a poor i^whore went only with one thin petticoat. 
Tear-shift would imprison ner for being loose in her 
dress. These patriots infested the clays of Verus, 
while they alternately committed and released each 
other's prisoners ; but Vcnis regarded them as 
criminals, and always looked upon men as they stood 
in the eye of justice, without respecting whether they 
isat on tlie bench, or stood at the bar. 
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’’ Coffee-home^ Mini 1 1 . 

Ycstordjiy we were entertained with the tragedy 
of the Earl of Essex’^ ; in which there is not one 
good line, and yet a play which was never seen 
williout dravving tears from some part of the au- 
dience ; a remarkable instance that the soul is not 
to be moved by words, but things; for the inci- 
dents in this drama are laid together so happily, 
that the spectator makes the play for himself, by 
the force which the circumstance has upon his ima- 
gination. Thus, in spite of the most dry discourses, 
and expressions almost ridiculous with respect to 
propriety, it is imfHJSsiblo for one unprejudiced to 
sec it, untouched with pity. I must confess, this 
effect is not wrought on such as examine why they 
are pleased ; but it never fails to appear on those 
who are not too learned in nature, to be moved by 
her first suggestions. It is certain, the person and 
behaviour of Mr. Wilks has no small share in con- 
ducing to the popularity of the play ; and when a 
handsome fellow is going to a more coarse exit than 
beheadmg, his shape and countenance make every 
tender one reprieve him with all her heart, without 
waiting until she heard his dying words. 

This evening The Alchymist was played. This 
comedy is an example of Ben Jonson’s extensive 
genius, and penetration into the passions and fol- 
lies of mankind. The scene in the fourth act, 
where all the cheated people oppose the man that 
would open their eyes, has something in it so 
inimitably excellent, that it is certainly as great a 
master-piece as has ever appeared by any band. 
'J'he author s great address in showing covetousness 
the motive of.,tfai6 actions of the puritan, the epicufe, 
the gamester^ and the trader ; and that all their 
^ * By John Banks. 
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endeavours, how differently soever they seem to tend, 
center only in that one point of gain ; shows he had, 
to a great perfection, that disccrunient of spirit 
which constitutes a genius for comedy. 

Whites Chocolate^housc, May II. 

It is not to be imagined, how far the violence of 
our desires will carry nis towards our own deceit in 
the pursuit of what we wish for. A gentleman here 
this evening was giving me an account of a dumb 
fortune-toiler’', who outdoes Mr. Partridge, my- 
self, or the Unborn Doctor t, for predictions; all 
his visitants come to him full of expectations, and 
pay his own rate for the interpretations they put 
upon his shrugs and nods. There is a fine rich city 
widow stole thither the other day (though it is not 
six weeks since her husband’s departure from her 
company to rest), and with her trusty maid, de- 
manded of him, whether she should marry again, 
by holding up two fingers, like horns on her fore- 
head : tlie wizard held up both his hands forked. 
The relict desired to know, whether he n^eant, by 
his holding up both bauds, to represent' that she 
]iad one husband before, and that she should have 
another? or that he intimated, she should hare two 
more? The cunning man looked a little sour, 
upon which Betty jogged her mistress, who gave 
the other guinea; and he made her understand, she 
should positively have two more, but shaked his 
head, and hinted that they should not live long 
with her. The widow sighed, and gave him the 
other half-guinea. ^Vftcr this prepossession, all 
thab:|^he had next to do was to make sallies to our 

Campbell, said to be deaf and dynib, who prac- 
tiSie^tthis time on the credulity of the vtdgaijand pretended 
to predict fortunes by the second sight, &c. 

+ The real name of the quack..doctnr and man-midwife, 
who affected to be distinguished as unborn,” was Kirlcus. 
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end of the town, and find out whom it is her fate to 
have. There are two who frequent this place whom 
she takes to be men of voji:ue, and of w4iom her 
imagination has given her the choice. They are 
both the appearances of fine gentlemen, to such as 
do not know wlicn they see persons of that turn ; 
and, indeed, they arc industrious enough to come 
at that character, to deserve the reputation of being 
such : but this town will not allow us to be the 
things w(* seoni to aim at, and is too discerning to 
be fobbed off with pretences. One of these pretty 
fellows fails by his Vaborious exactness; the other, 
by his as much studied negligence. Frank Careless, 
as soon as his valet had helped on and adjusted his 
cloaths, goes to his glass, sets his wig awry, tumbles 
his cravat ; and, in short, undresses himself to go 
into company. Will Nice is so little satisfied with 
his dress, that all the time he is at a visit he is still 
mending it, and is for that reason the more insuffer- 
able ; for he who studies carelessness 1ms, at least, 
Iiis work the sooner done of the tw^o. The widow is 


distracted whom to take for lier first man ; for Nice? 
is every way so careful, th^t ^he fears his length of 
days ; tfind Frank is so loosi^, that she has apprehen- 
sions fir her owni health with him. 1 am puzzled 
how to give a just idea of them ; but, in a word, 
Careless is a coxcomb, and Nice a fop : both, you 
will say, very hopeful candidates for a gay young 
woman just set at liberty. But there is a whisper, 
Jier maid will give her to Tom Terror the gamester. 
This fellow has undone so many women, that he will 
certainly succeed if he is introduced ; for nothing so 


much prevails with the vain part of that sex^, as 
the glory of diving them who have de«^4„ 
others. 


Desufti multa. 
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St* James* s Coffee-house^ May 11. 

Letters from llerlin, beariiip; date May the eleventh, 
N. S. inform us, tliat llie birth-day of her Ihussian 
Majesty has been celebrated there with all possible 
iiiagnificence ; and the King made h(*r on that 
occasion a present of j(‘\v(‘ls to the vrdue of thirty 
thousand crowns. The Manpiis de Quesne, W'ho 
has distinguished himself by his great zeal for tlic 
Protestant interest, was, at the time of the dispatch 
of these Icttere, at tliat Court, soliciting the King 
to take care, that an article in behalf bf the refiig('cs, 
admitting their return to France, should be inserted 
ill the treaty of peace. They write from Hanover, 
of tlie foiirteelh, that his Electoral Tlighiu'ss had re- 
ceived an express from Count Merci, repr(‘scnting 
how necessary it was to the common cause;, that he 
would jilease to hasten to the; Rhine ; for that no- 
thing but his presence could quicken the measures 
towards bringing thfj*J[raperid armies into the field. 
Tliere are very many,!i^eu{$ipbn$ upon the intended 
interview' of the King of Dienmark and King Au- 
gustus. ’I'he latter lias made such preparations for 
the reception of the other, that it is said, Ids Datnsh 
Majesty will be entertained in Saxony with mucli 
more elegance than he met with in Italy itself. 

Letters tiom the Hague, of the eighteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that his Grace the duke of Marlborough 
landed the ni'/ht before at the Brill, after having 
been kept out at sea, by adverse winds, tw^o days 
longer than is usual in that passage. His Exccl- 
lel^^'the Lord Towiishrnd, her Majesty’s Embas- 
s^oir Extraordinary and PlimipoUaitiary to the 
States General, was driven into ihe Veer in Zea- 
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land on Thursday last, from whence he canio to the 
Hague within few hours after the arrival of his Of race. 
The Duke, soon after his coming to the Hague, had 
a visit from the Pensioner of Holland. All things 
relative to the j)eaoe were in suspense until this in- 
terview; n(»r is it yet known what resolutions w'ill be 
taken on that subject; for the troops of the allies 
have fresh oiihu's dispatched to them, to move from 
their respective quarters, and march with all expedi- 
tion to the frontiers, where the emnny arc making 
their utmost etlorts ibr tlie defence of their country. 
Tli(*se advices further inform us, that the Marquis de 
Torcy had received an answer from the eourt of 
France, to his letters which he liad sent thither by 
an express on the Friday before. 


Mr. Bickerstaff has received letters from Mr. 
ColstafF, Mr. Wliipstaff*, and Mrs. Rebecca Wag- 
stalf ; all wliicb relate chiefly to tlieir being left out 
in the genealogy of the,famiiy^latcly published; but 
my Cousjn who writ. being a clerk in 
the Heralds Oflicc, at^beifig at present under the 
displeasure of the Chapter; it is feared, if that mat- 
ter should be touched upon at this time, the young- 
gentleman would lose his place for treason against 
the King of Arms. 

Castabella’s complaint is come to hand. 
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N" 16. SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1709. 


Quicquid agiint homines 

nostri est farrago libelh, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, Sti. 

Whate’er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seize*) for its theme, v P. 

From nn/ 02 vn Apaitmcnf, May 12. 

1 II vvE taken a resolution hereafter, on any want of 
intelliffence, to carry my Familiar abroad with me, 
who has promised to give me very pioper and just 
notices of persons and things, to make up the his- 
tory pf the passing day. He is wondeifully skilful 
in the knowledge of men and manners, whieh has 
made me more than ordinarily curious to know how 
he came to that perfection, and 1 communicated to 
him that doubt. “ Mr. Pacolet,” said I, “ I am 
mightily surprised to see you so good a judge of our 
nature and circumstances, since you are a mere 
spirit, and have no knowledge of the bodily part of 
us.” answered, smiling, “ You are mistaken; 
I have been one of you, and lived a month amongst 
you, which gives me an exact sense of your con- 
ditton. \'jn are to know, that all, who enter into 
human life, have a certain date or stamen given to 
their being which they only who die of age may be 
said to have arrived at; bet it is ordered sometimes 
by fete, that such as die infants are, after death," to 
attend mankind to the end of that stamen of being 
ii^ themselves, which was broke oCby sickness or 
any other disaster. These are proper guardians to 
men, as being sensible of the infirmity of their state. 
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You are jphilosopli^. euoiig'h to know, that the diH* 
forcnro of jjlien’s un^rstandings proceeds only from 
the \anous disposition of their organs; so that he, 
Avho dies at a montli old, is in tlio next life as know- 
inff, though more innocent,, as they who live to 
fifty ; and after death, they have as perfect a me- 
mory and judgment of all that passed in their life- 
time, as 1 lia\e of all the rc\oliitions in that uneasy, 
tuibiilcnt condition of yours ; and you would say I 
had inongli of it in a montli, were I to tell you all 
my niisfoitiiiies/* “ A life of a mooch cannot have,, 
one would* think, iiuieh vaiiety. But pray,” said I, 
“ Jet us hiive your story.” 

'I’lieii he piocceds in the folloy^ing manner: 

It was one of the most .wealthy families in 
Great Britain into which I was bom, and it was a 
\ery great happiness to mo that it so bappenod,. 
otherwise I had still, in all probability, been living: 
but I shall recount to you all the ocpunences of my 
short “and miserable existence, just as, by examining 
into the traces made in my brain, they appeared to 
me at the time. The first thing that ever stmek 
my senses was a noiS6 over my head of one shriek** 
ing; after which, methought, I took a full jump, 
and fimnd myself in the hands of a sorceress, who 
seemed as if she had been long waking, and em- 
ployed in some incantation : 1 was thoroughly 
frightened, and cried out; but she immediately 
seemed to go on in some magical operation, and 
anointed me from head to foot. What they meant, 

I could not imagine: for there gathered a great 
crowd about me, crying “An Heir! an Heir!” 
upon which T grew a little still, and believed tliis 
was a ceremony to be used only to great persons, and 
such as made them what they called Ileirs. I Iqgr 
very quiet ; but the witch, for no manner of reaimn 
or provocation in the world, takes me, and binds 
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my head as hard as possibly sh^ could; then ties up 
both my legs, and makes me shallow down an hor- 
rid mixture, I thought it an harsh entrance into 
life, to begin with taking physic; but I was forced 
to it, or else must have taken down a great instru- 
ment in which she gave it mo. When T was thus 
dressed, [ was carried to a bed side, where a fine 
young lady (my mother I wot) had like to have 
iuigged me to death. From her, they faced me 
about, and there was a thing with quite another 
look from the rest of the company, to whom they 
'talked about my nose. Tie seemed wonderfully 
pleased to sec me ; but 1 knew since, my nose be- 
longed to another family. That into which 1 was 
bom is one of the most numerous amongst you; 
therefore crowds of relations came cveiy day to con- 
gratulate my arrival; amongst others, noy cousin 
Betty, the greatest romp in nature : she whisks nie 
such a height over her head, that 1 cried out foi 
fear of falling. She pinched me*, and called me 
squealing chit, and threw me into a girl’s arms 
that was taken in to tend me. The girl was very 
proud of the womanly employment of a nurse, and 
took upon her to strip and dx*ess me a-new, because 
I made a noise, to sec what aild me : she did so, 
and stuck a pin in every joint about me. T still 
cried; upon which, she lays me on my face in her 
lap ; smd, to quiet me, fell a-nailing in all the pins, 
by clappi 'g me on the back, and screaming a lul- 
laby. But my pain made me exalt my voice above 
hers, which brought up the nurse, the witch T first 
saw, and ray grandmother. The girl is turned 
down stairs, and 1 strippe d again, as well to find 
what ailed me, as to satisfy my grannain s farther 
curiosity. good old woman’s visit was tlie 

cause of all my troubles. You are to understand, 
that I was hitherto bred by hand, and any body tlvat 
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stood next gave hi^pap, if 1 did but open my lips; 
insomuch, that 1 wak j^rown so cunnings as to pre- 
tend myself asleep when I was not, to prevent my 
hoinij^ eriimmed. Hut my cjrand-inotlier began a loud 
leetunj upon the idh'iics of the wives of this age, 
who, for fi'ar of their shapes, forhaer suckling their 
Own offspring; and ten nurses were immediately 
sent /or ; one was whispered to have a wanton eye, 
and would soon spoil her milk; another was in a 
consumption; the third had an ill voice, and would 
frighten me instead of lulling mo to sleep. Such 
exceptions were made against all but one country 
mil<*h-wcnch, to whom I was committed, and put to 
t he hreast. This careless jade was eternally romping 
with the footman, and downright starved me; insomuch 
that I daily pinc'd away, and should never have Iwjon 
relieved had it not been that on the thirteenth day 
of my life, a Fellow of the Royal Society, who had 
writ upon Cold Baths, came to visit me, and solemnly 
protested, I was utterly lost for want of that method*; 
upon whicli lie soused me head and cars into a 
pail of water, where I had the good fortune to be 
drowned; and so escaped being lashed into a linguist 
until sixteen, running after wenches until twenty-five, 
and being married to an ill-natured wife until sixty ; 
which had certainly been my fate, had not the eii- 
eliantnuMit between iiody and soul been broke by this 
pliilosopher. I’hiis, until the age i should have other- 
wise lived, I am obliged to watch the steps of men; 
and, if you please, shall accompany you in your pre- 
sent walk, and get you intelligence from the aerial 


* The FdJou of the IloyaJ Society, here aliuded to, was 
probably Sir John Foyler, Kiit. M. D, who published, ** An 
Vin(|uiry into the right ll^e and abuse oi the hot, coldy and 
temperate Baths in England, &c. 

M 2 
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Incquey, who is in waiting, what are the thoughts and 
purposes of any whom you cnqiiite for/* ' 

1 accepted his kind offer, and immediately took 
him with me in a hack to White’s. 

Whites Chocolate-house^ May 13. 

We got in hither, and my companion * threw a 
powder round us, that made me as invisible as him- 
self; so that we could sec and hear all others, our- 
selves unseen and unheard. 

The first thing we took notice of was a nobleman 
of a goodly and frank aspect, with his generous 
birth and temper visible in it, playing at cards with 
a creature of a black and horrid countenance, where- 
in were plainly delineated the arts of his mind, 
cozenage and falsehood. They were marking their 
game with counters, on which w'c could see in- 
scriptions, imperceptible to any but us. My Lord 
had scored with pieces of ivory, on which were 
writ “ flood runic, Glory, Riches, Honour, and 
Posterity.” The sjiectre over-against .him had on 
his counters the inscriptions of “ Dishonour, Impu- 
dence, Poverty,# Ignorance, and want of Shame.” 

Bless me,” said I ; “ sure my Lord does not see 
what he }>lays for V* “ As well as 1 do,” says Pacolet. 
“ He despises that fellow he plays with, and scorns 
himself for •making him his companion.” At the 
very instant he was speaking, I saw the fellow, who 
played witu my Lord, hide two cards in the roll of 
his stocking. Pacolet immediately stole them from 
thence; upon which the nobleman soon after won 
the gamOj^^The little triumph he appeared in, when 
he got^uch a trifling stock of ready money, though 
he had ventured so great sums with iiidfferencc, 
increased iny admiratio]^ But Pacolet began to 
talk to me. ** Mr. this to you luoks wonder- 

ful, but not at all to us higher beings : that noble- 
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man has hiS v^any good (|iialities as any man of his 
urd(*r, aAd seems to have no faults but what, as I 
may say, an; excresences from virtues. He is ge- 
nerous to a prodigality, more affable than is con- 
sistent with his (piality, and courageous to a rash- 
ness. Yet, after all this, the; source of his whole 
conduct is (though he would hale himself if he 
knew it) mere avarice. The ready rash laid before 
the gamesters counters makes Iiijn venture, as you 
see, and lay (listinetioii against infamy, abundance 
against want; in a word, all that is desirable against 
all that is to be avoided. However, said J, be sure 
you disappoint the sharj)ers to-night, and steal from 
them all the cards they hide. Pacolet obeyed me, 
and my Lord went home with their whole bank in 
his pocket. 

fVill^s Coffee-house^ May 13. 

To-night was acted a .second time a comedy, 
called The Busy Body: this play is written by a 
lady. Ill old times, we used to sit upon a play 
here after it was acted; but now thi^ entertainment 
is turned another way ; not but there are conside- 
rable. men in all ages, who, for some eminent qua- 
lity or invention, deserve tlie esteem and thanks of 
the publick. Such a benefactor is a gentleman of 
this house ; who is observed by the surgeons with 
inucli envy ; and is ranked among, and received by 
the modern wits, as a great promoter of gallanti’y 
•.{lid pleasure. But, I fear, pleasure is less under- 
hlood in this age, which so much pretends to it, 

3 ban in any since the creation. It was admirably 
said of him, who first took notice, that (Res est se^ 
rera roluptas ) ‘‘ there is a certain severity in plea- 
sure.'* Without that, all decencyis banished; and 
if reason isb not to be present at our greatest satis- 
factions, of all tlie race of creatures, the human is 
M 3 
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tlie most inisorable. It was not so of otS. When 
Virgil (Icscribi's a wit, he always means--, af virtuous 
man; and all his sentiments of men of genius arc 
such as show persons distinguished from the com- 
mon lcvi‘1 of mankind; such as place happine ss in 
the contempt of low fears, and mean gratiheationSs: 
fears which we are subject to wnth the vulgar; and 
pleasures which we have in common with beasts. 
With these illustrious personages, the wisest man 
wms the greatest wit ; and flone was thought worthy 
of that character unless he answered this excellent 
description of the poet; 

Qiii — — ■ meius omnes inexorabile fatum 
Suhjec.it pedihus^ strepitumque Acherontis avari, 

A ViRG. <ieorg. ii. 49St 

Happy the man, 

His mind possessing in a quiet state, 

Fearless of fortune, and resigned to fate, Dryde\. 

St. James's Coffee-house^ May 13. 

We had this morning advice, that some English 
merchant ships, convoyed by the Bristol of fifty- 
four guiih, were met with by a part of Monsieur du 
Gui Trouin's squadron, who engaged the convoy. 
That ship defended itself until the English mer- 
chants got clear of the enemy ; but being disabled, 
was herscll taken. Within few hours after, my Lord 
Dursley came up with part of his squadron, and 
. engaging the French, retook the Bristol (whicli, being 
very mictcb shattered, sunk) ; and took the Gloricux, 
a ship* of forty-four guns, as also a privateer of 
fourt^n. 'Before this action, his Lordship had 
taken two French merchant-men, and had, at the 
dispatch- of these advices, brought the whole safe 
into Plymouth. 
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N* 1^. TUESDAY, MAY 17, 1709. 


Quicg^d agunt homines-^^ 

noxiri est farrago liheili. 

Jov. Snt. i. S5, fifi. 

Whrtte’er men do, or say, or think, or drcum, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-house^ May 1/). 

Sir Thomas*, of this Koiisc, has showied me some 
letters from the Bath, which give accounts of what 
passes among the good company of that place ; and 
allowed me to transcribe one of them, that scorns 
to be writ by some of Sir Thomas’s particular ac? 
qiiaintaiice, and is as follows : 

Dear Knight, May 11, 1709. 

“ 1 desire you would giva my humble service to 
all our friends, which I speak ^of to you (out of me- 
thod) in the very In ginning of my epistle, lest the 
present disorders, by which this scat of gallantry 
and pleasure is torn to pieces, should make me for- 
get it. You keep so good company, that you know 
Bath is stocked with such as come hither to be re- 
lieved from luxuriant health, or imaginary sickness ; 
and consequently is ahvays as well stowed with gal- 
lants, as invalids, who liye together in a very good 
understanding. But the season is so early, that our 
fine company is not yet arrived ; and the warm bath, 
wliich in heathen times was dedicated to Venus, is 
now used only by such as really want it for health’s 


The nick-name of a waiter at White’v 
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sake. I'lierc ans however, a g(jod many strangers, 
among whom are two ambitious ladies, who, being 
both in the autumn of their life, take the opportu- 
nity of placing tliemselves at the head of such as we 
arc, ^before the Chloe’s, Clarissa’s, and Pastorella’s 
come down. One of these two is excessively in 
pain, that the ugly being, called Time, will make 
wrinkles in spite of the lead forehead cloth; and 
therefore hides, - with the gaiety of her air, the volu- 
bility of her tongue, and quickness of her motion, 
the injuries which it has done her. I'he other lady 
is but two years behind her in life, and dreads as 
much being laid aside as the former ; and conse- 
quently has taken the necessary precautions to pre- 
vent her reign over us. But she is very discreet, 
and wonderfully turned for ambition, being never 
apparently transported either with affection or ma- 
lice. Thus, while Florimel . is talking in public, 
and spreading her graces in assemblies, to gain a po- 
pular dominion over, our diversions, Prudentia visits 
very cunningly all the lame, the splenetic, and the 
supfu'unnuated, who have their distinct classes of 
followers and friends. Among these she has found, 
that somebody has sent down printed certificates of 
Florimt i’s age, which she has read and distributed 
to this uiijoyful set of people, who arc always ene- 
mies to those in possession of the good opinion of 
the company. This unprovoked injury done by 
Prudentia was the first occasion of our fatal division-s 
here, and a declaration of war between these rivals. 
Florimel has abundance of wit, which she has la- 
vished in decrying Pruduitia, and giving defiance 
to her etic arts. For an instance of her superior 
power, ^she bespoke the play of Alexander the 
Great, to be a(!tcd by the company of strollers, and 
desired us all to be there on Thursday last. When 
she spoke to me to come, “ As you. are,” said she. 
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“ a lover, you will not fail the death of Alexander : 
the passion of Ipvc is wonderfully hit — Statira ! O 
that happy woman — to have a conqueror at her feet! 
But you will be sure to-be there.” I, and several 
others, resolved to be of her* party. But see tJie ir- 
resistible strength of that unsuspected creatim'*, a 
“ silent woman.” Prudentia had counterploth'd us, 
and had bespoke on the same evening the puppet- 
show of “The Cniation of the World*.” She had 
engaged every body to be there : and, to turn oiu* 
leader into ridicule, had secretly let them know, 
that tlie puppet Eve was made the most like Flori- 
inel that ever was seen. On Thursday morning 
the puppet-drummer, Adam and Eve, and several 
othei*s who lived before the flood, passed through 
the streets on horseback, to invite us all to the pas- 
time, and , the representation of such things as we 
all knew tube true: and Mr. Mayor was so wise, 
as to prefer these innocent people the puppets, who, 
ho said, w(irc to represent Christians, before the 
wicked players, who wore to show Alexander, an 
heathen philosopher. To be short, this Prudentia 
had so laid it, that at ten of the clock footmen 
were sent to take places at the puppet-show, and 
all we of Florimcl’s party were to be out of fashion, 
or desert her: we chose the latter. All the world 
crowded to Prudontia’s house, because it was given 
out that nobody could get in. When we came to 
Noah’s flood in the show. Punch and his wife were 
introduced dancing in the ark. An honest plain 
friend of Florimers, but a critic withal, rose up in 
the midst of the representation, and made many 


* A deformed cripple, of the name of Bowel, was the 
master of a poj>oIar poppet show at this time, and made Punch 
utter many things, that would not have been endured in any 
other way of commuiiication.| 
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very good exceptions to the drama itself, and told 
us, that it was against all morality, as well as rules 
of tlic stage, that Punch should be in jest in the de- 
luge, or indeed tliat lie sh()lild appear at all. This 
wasll^rtainiy a just remark, and f thought to second 
him ; but he was hissed by Prudentials party ; upon 
which, really. Sir Thomas, we, who were his friends, 
Iiissed him too. Old Mrs. Petulant desired both her 
slaughters to mind the moral; tlum whispered Mrs. 
Mayoress, ‘‘ This is very proper for young people to 
see!” Punch, at the oml of the play, made Prii- 
dentia a complimeii!, and was very civil to the 
whole company, nuiking bows until Uis buttons 
touched the ground. All was carried triumphantly 
against our party. In the mean time FJorimel went 
to the tragedy, dressed as fims as bands could make 
her, ill liopes to sec Prudentia [)ine away with envy. 
Instead of that, she sat a i’ull hour alone, and at last 
was entertained with this mIioIc relation from Sta- 
tira, who wiped her eyes with her tragical cut hand- 
kerchief, and lamented the ignorance of the quality. 
FJoriniol was stung with this affront, and the next 
day b« 'Spoke the puppet-show. Prudentia, insolent 
with p'lwer, bespoke Alexander. The whole com- 
pany cvuiic then to Alexander. Madam Petulant 
desired her daughters to mind the moral, and be- 
lieve no man’s fair words ; “ for you: wull see, chil- 
dren (sa; s she), tlujse soldiers are never to,^ be de- 
pended upon: they are sometimes here, sometimes 
there. — Do not you see, daughter Betty, Colonel 
Clod, our lu xt neighbour in the country, pull off 
his hat 'to you ? court’s^, good child, his estate is 
just ;bjr;Us.’* Fiorirael was now mortified down to 
Prudentials humour; and Prudentia exalted into 
hers. I'his was observed; Florimel invites us to 
the play a second time ; Prudentia to the show, 
the Uncertainty of human affairs! The beaux, 
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the wits, the gamesters, the prudes, the coquettes, 
the valetudinarians, alid gallants, all now wait upon 
Florimel. Such ifthe state of all things at this present 
date; and if there happen any new commotions, 
vou shall have immediate advice from, 

Sir, 

Your afFcctionato frieiid, 
and servant.” 

TO CASTABELLA. 

Madam, May 16, l^OP. 

I have th(' lionom* of a letter from a friend of 
yours, relating to an incivility done to you at the 
opera, by one of your own sex: but I, who was an* 
eye-witness of the accident, can testify to you, that 
though she pressed before you, she lost her ends in 
that design ; for slie was taken notice of for no other 
reason, but her endeavours to hide a finer woman 
than herself. But, indeed, I dare not go farther in 
this matter than jiust this bare mention : for though 
it was taking your place of right, rather than place 
of precedence ; yet it is so tender a point, and on 
which the vcj-y life of female ambition depends, 
that it is of the last consequence to meddle in it. 
All my hopes are from your l)(*autiful sex ; and those 
bright eyes, whicli are the bane of others, are my 
only sun-shine. My writings are sacred to you; 
and 1 hope, I shall always have the good fortune to 
live under your protection ; therelbrc take this pub- 
lic opportunity to signify to all the world, that I 
design to forbear any thing that may in the least 
tend to the diminution of your interest, reputation, 
or power. You' will* therefore forgive m6, tliat I 
strive to conceal every wrong step made by any wlio 
have the hononr to wear petticoats-, and shall at all 
times do what is in my power to make all mankind 
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as much their slaves as myself. If they would con- 
sider things as they ought, tlier^necds not much 
argument to convince them, that it is their fate to 
be obedient to you, and that your greatest rebels do 
onlumerve with a worse grace. 1 am, Madam, 

W Your most obedient and 

most humble servant, 
Isaac BickeiistafF. 


St» James* s Coffee-house^ May'\&» 

« 

Letters from the Hague, bearing date the twenty- 
first instant, N. S. advise, that his Grace the Duke 
of Marlborougli, imnuidiately after his arrival, sent 
* his Secretary to tlie President and the Pensionary, 
to acquaint them therewith. Soon after, these Mi- 
nisters visited the Duke, and made hhn compliments 
in the name of the States-General ; after which they- 
entered into a conference with him on the present 
posture of affairs, and gave his Grace assurances of 
the firm adherence of the States to the alliance ; at 
the same time acquainting him, that all overtures of 
peace w^cre rejected, until they had an opportunity 
of acting in concert with their allies on that subject. 
After this interview, the Pensionary and the Presi- 
dent returned to the Assembly of the States. Mon- 
sieur Torcy has had a conference at the Pensioner s 
house wi^h his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, 
Prince Eugene, and his Excellency the Lord Towns- 
hend. The result of what was debated at that time 
is kept secret ; but there appears an air of satisfac- 
tion good understanding between these minis- 
ters/- , are apt also to give ourselves very hope- 
ful prospects from Monsieur Torcy’s being employed 
A|n this uegociation, who had been always remark- 
able for a particular way of thinking, in his sense 
of the greatness of France; which he has alweiys 
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said, ‘‘was to be promoted rather by^the arts of 
peace than those of war.” His dclivetliig himself 
fierly on this subject has formerly appeared an un- 
successful way to power in that Court ; but in its 
present circumstances those maxims axe betjg^ re- 
ceived ; and it is thought a certain argument W the 
sincerity of the French King’s intentions, that this 
minister is at present made use of. The Marquis is 
to return to Paris in a fciw days, who has sent a 
courier thither to give notice of the reasons of his 
return, that the Court may be the sooner able to 
dispatch commissions for a formal treaty. 

The exj)cotatioiis of peace are increased by ad- 
vices from Paris of the twelfth instant, which say, 
the Dauphin has altered his resolution of command- 
ing in Flanders the ensuing campaign. The Saxon 
and Prussian reinforcements, togetlmr with Count 
Mercy’s regiment of Impcjrial horse, are encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Brussels ; and sufficient stores 
of corn and forage are transported to that place and 
Ghent for the service of the confederate army. 

They write from Mons, that the Elector of Bavaria 
liad advice, that an advanced party of the Portu- 
giieze army had been defeated by the Spaniards. 

We hear from Languedoc, that their corn, olives, 
and figs, were wholly destroyed ; but that they have 
a hopeful prospect of a plentiful vintage. 


VOL. I. 
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N" 17. SATURDAY, MAY ‘20, 1700. 


Qukguid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago UbellL 

Jvv, Sat. i. S5, 86. 

Whatever int'n do, or say, or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

1Fill\s Coffee-house^ May 18. 

The discoiirso bus happened to Itirn this evening 
upon the true {)ano{ 2 fyric, the perfection of which was 
asserted to consist in a certain artful way of conv(‘y- 
ing the applause in an indirect manner. There was 
a g^enthniuin gave us several instances of it; among 
others, ho tpioted (from Sir Francis Bacon, in his 
Advancement of Lcarnrug,”) a very great compli- 
ment made to Tiberius, as follows. In a full debate 
upon })ijblic affairs in the Senate, one of the assembly 
rose up, and with a very giavc air said, he thought it 
for the honour and dignity of the commonwealth, that 
Tiberius should be declared a God, and have divine 
worship |)aid him. The Emperor was surprised at the 
proposal. :uid demanded of him to declare, whether 
he had made any application to incline him to that 
overture ? The Senator answered, with a bold and 
haughty tone, “ Sir, in matters that concern the com- 
monwemth, 1 will be governed by no man.” Another 
gentleman mentioned something of the same kind, 
spoken by the late Duke of ftickingham to the late 
Earl of Orrery: ‘‘ My lord (says die Duke, after his 
libertine way), you will certainly be damned.” “ How, 
iny lord!” says the Earl, with some warmth. “ Nay 
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(said the Duke), there is no help for it; for it is 
positively said, Cursed is he of whom all men speak 
well*.” This is taking a man by surprise, and being 
welcome when you have so surprised him. The per- 
son flattered receives you into his closet at once: and 
the sudden change of his lu^art from the expectation 
of an ill-wisher, to find you his friend, makes you in 
his full favour in a moment. The spirits that were 
raised so suddenly against you, arc as siiddcjily for 
you. There was another instance given of this kind 
at the table. A gentleman, w1h> had a very great 
favour done him, and an employment bestowed upon 
him, without so much as being personally known to 
his benefactor, waited upon th^^ great man who was 
.so generous, and was beginning to say he was infi- 
nitely obliged. Not at all,” says the patron, turn- 
ing to from him another; ‘Miad 1 known a more de- 
serving man in England, he should not have had it.” 

We should certainly have had more examples, 
had not a gentleman produced a book wliich he 
thought an instanct^ of this kind : it was a pamph- 
let, called “The Naked Truth.” Tlic idea any 
one would have of that work from the title was, 
that there would ho much plain dealing with people 
ill power, and that we should sec things in their 
proper light, stripped of the ornaments which are 
usually given to the actions of the great; but the 
skill of this author is such, that he lias under that 
rugged appearance, approved himself tlie finest gen- 
tleman and courtier that ever writ. The language 
is extremely sublime, and not at all to be understood 
by the vulgar. The sentiments are such as would 


* L«ko vi. 26. His GniCf? did not understand, nor quote 
fairly, the pas>age of Scripture, to wliicti he thought it 
witty, thus impiously to allude. 
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make no figure in ordinary words; but such is the 
art of expression, and the thoughts are elevated 
to so high a degree, that I question whether the 
discourse will sell much. There was an ill-natured 
fellow present, who hates all panegyric mortally; 

‘‘ P take him,’’ said he, what the devil 

means his Naked Truth, in speaking nothing but 
to the advantage of all whom he mentions ? This 
is just such a great action as that of the champion’s 
on a cororiatioii-day, who challenges all mankind to 
dispute with him the right of the sovereign, sur- 
rounded with his guards.” The gentleman who 
produced the troatisf*. desired him to be cautious, 
and said, it was wuit by an excellent soldier, which 
made tiie compaiiy observe it more narrowly; and 
(as critics arc the greatest conjurors at finding out a 
known truth) one said, ho was sure it was writ by 
the hand of his sword-arm. I could not per(;civtr 
much wit in that expression; but it raised a laugh, 
and, I suppose, was meant as a sneer upon valliant 
men. The sumo man pretended to sec iji tluj style, 
that it was an horse- officer; but sure that is being 
too nice; for though you may know officers of the 
cavalry by the turn of tlioir feet, I cannot imagine 
how you should discern their hands from those of 
other riicn. But it is always thus with pedants; 
they, will ever be carping, if a gentleman or a man 
of honour puts pen to paper. I do not doubt but 
this author will find this assertion too true, and 
that obloquy is ngt repulsed by the force of arms. 
1 will therefore set this excellent piece in a light 
too glaring for weak eyes, and, in imitation of the 
critic Longinus, shall, as well as I can, make my 
observations, in a style like the authors of whom I 
treat, which perhaps 1 am as capable of as another, 
having “ an unbounded force of thinking, as well 
as a most exquisite address, extensively and wisely 
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indulged to me by the supreme powers/’ JMy au- 
thor, I will dare to assert, shows the most universal 
knowledge of any WTitcr who has appeared this cen- 
tury ; he is a poet and merchant, which is seen in 
two maste-rwords, “ Credit-blossoms.” He is a 
grammarian and a politician ; for he says, “ The 
imiting of the two kingdoms is the emphasis of the 
security of the protestant succession.” Some wendd 
be apt ,1o say, he is a conjuror : for he has found, 
that a republick is not made up of c‘,v(;ry body of 
animals, but is composed of men only, and not of 
horses. “ Liberty and property have chosen their 
retreat within the emulating circle of an human com- 
monwealth.” He is a physician : for he says, “ 1 
observe a constant e(|uality in its pulse, and a just 
*|iiiekness of its vigorous circulation.” And again, 
** 1 view the strength of our constitution plainly ap- 
pear in the sanguine and ruddy complexion of a w’cll- 
coutented city.” He is a divine ; for he says, “ I 
cannot but bless myself.” And, indeed, this excel- 
lent treatise has had that good cfTect upon me, who 
am far from being superstitious, that I also ‘ cannot 
but bfess myself.” 

St. James* s Cnffee^hoiiscy May 18. 

This day arrived a mail from Lisbon, with letters 
of the thirteenth instant, N. S. containing a parti- 
cular account of the late action in Portugal. On the 
seventeenth instant the army of Portugal, under the 
command of the Marquis de Frontcra, lay on the 
side of the Caya, and the army of the Duke of 
Anjou, commaiKlcd by the Marquis de Bay, on the 
other. The latter commander having an a^pbition, 
, to ravage the country, in a manner in sight of the 
Portugiieze, made a motion with the whole body of 
his horse towards Fort Saint Christopher, near the 
town of "Badajos. The generals of the Portugueze, 
V 3 
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disdaining that such an insult should be offered to 
their arms^ took a resolution to pass the river, and 
oppose the designs of the cnciny. The Earl of 
Galloway represented to them, that the present pos- 
ture of affairs was such on the side of the allies, tliat 
there needed no more to be done at present in that 
country, but to carry on a defensive part: but his 
argument could not avail in the council of war. 
Upon which a great detachment of foot, and the 
whole of the horse of the King of Portugal’s army, 
passed the river, and with some pieces of cannon did 
good execution on the enemy. Upon observing this, 
the Marquis d^l Bay advanced with his horse, and 
attacked the right wing of the Portugueze catalry, 
who faced about, and fled, without standing the first 
encounter. But their foot repulsed the same body of 
horse, in three successive charges, witli great order 
and resolution. Whilst this was transacting, the 
British general commanded the brigade of Pcarc^ to 
keep the enemy in diversion by a new attack. This 
was so well executed, that the Portugueze infantry 
had time to retire in good order, and re-pass the 
river. But that brigade, which rescued thefn, was 
itself surrounded by thfe enemy, and Major-General 
Starkey, Brigadier Pearce, together with both their 
regiments, and that of Lord Galloway, lately raised, 
were taken prisoners. 

During the engagement, the Earl of Barrimore, 
having advanced too far to give some necessary 
order, was hemmed in by a squadron of the enemy ; 
but found means to gallop* up to the brigade of 
Pearce, with - which he remains also a prisoner. 
My l^rd Galloway had hi.s horse, shot under him 
in this action; and the Coiide do Saint Juan, a Por- 
tiiguezc General, was taken prisoner. The same 
night the army encamped at Aronches, and on the 
ninth moved to Elvasi, where they lay when these 
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dispatches came away. Colonel Stanwix’s regiment 
is also taken. The whole of this affair has given the 
Portugueze a great idea of the capacity and courage 
of my Lord Galloway, against whose advice they 
entered upon this unfortunate affair, and by whose 
conduct they were rescued from it. The prodigious 
constancy and resolution of that great man is hardly 
to be paralleled, who under the oppression of a 
maimed body, and the reflexion of repeated ill- 
fortune, goes on with an unspeakable alacrity in 
the service of the common cause. He has already 
put things in a very good posture after this ill 
accident, and made the necessary dispositions for 
covering the country from any further attempt of the 
enemy, who still lie' in the camp they were in before 
the battle. 

liCttcrs from Brussels, dated the twenty-fifth 
instant, advise, that notwithstanding the negociations 
of a peace seem so far advanced, that some do con 
fidcntly report the preliminaries of a treaty to be 
actually agreed on, yet the allies hasten their prepa- 
rations for opening the campaign ; and the forces of 
the Empire, the Prussians, the Danes, the Wirtem- 
bergers, the Palatines, and Saxon auxiliaries, are in 
motion towards the general rendezvous, they being 
already arrived in the neighbourhood of Brussels. 
These advices add, that the deputies of the States of 
Holland, having made a general review of the troops 
in Flanders, set out for Antwerp on the 21st instant 
from that place. 
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N® 1 8. SATURDAY, MAY 21,1 700. 


Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri cst farrago lihelti, 

Juv. Sat. i. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oiir motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

I'rom my otvn Apartment, May 20. 

It is observed too often that men of wit do so mucli 
employ their thoughts upon fine speculations, that 
things useful to mankind are wholly neglected ; and 
they are busy in making emendations upon some 
enclitics in a Greek author, while obvious things, 
that every man may have use for, are wholly over- 
looked. It would be a happy thing, if such as have 
real capacities for public service were employed in 
works of general u.s(? ; bpt because a thing is cve-i’y 
body’s business, it is nobody’s business : this is for 
want of public spirit. As for my part, who am 
only a student, and a man of no great interest, 1 
can only remark things, and recommend the cor- 
rection oi' them to higher powers. There is an of- 
fence 1 hove a thousand times lamented, but fear I 
shall never see remedied ; wliich is that in a nation 
where learning is so frecjucnt as in Great Britain, 
theie shou.'J be so many gross errors as there are in 
the very directions of tilings wherein accuracy is nc;- 
cessary for the conduct of life, 'riiis is notoriously 
obson’od by all men of letters when they first come 
to town (at wliich time they are usually curious that 
Vvay) in the inscriptions on jiosts, I have cause 
to know this matter as well as any body; for 1 gave. 
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*vrhen I went to the Mcrchant-Taylors school suffered 
stripes for spelling after the signs 1 observed in my 
way ; though at the same time [ must confess, sta- 
ring at those inscriptions first gave me an idea and 
curiosity for medals, in which I have since arrived 
at some knowledge. Many a man has lost his way 
and his dinner by this general want of skill in ortho- 
graphy ; for, considering that the painters are usu- 
ally very bad, that you cannot know the animal 
under whose sign you are to live that day, how must 
the stranger be misled if it be wrong spelled, as 
well as ill painted ? I have a cousin now in town, 
who has answered under bachelor at Queen Col- 
lege, whose name is Humphry Mopstaff' (he is 
a-kiii to us by his mother) ; this young man going 
to see a relation in Barbican, wandered a whole day 
by the mistake of one letter ; for it was written, 

“ This is tlie Beer,’^ instead of This is tlie Bear/’ 
He was set right at last, by incpiiriug for the house 
of a fellow who could not read, and knew the place 
mechanically, only by having been often drunk 
there. But, in the name of goodness, let us make 
our learning of use to us, or not. Was not this a 
shame, that a philosopher should be thus directed 
by a cobler? I will be sworn^ if it were known 
how many have suffered in this kind by false spell- 
ing since the Union, this matter would not long lie 
thus. What makes these evils the more insupport- . 
able is, that they arc so easily amended, and nothing 
done to it; but it is so far from that, thaUhe evil 
goes on in other arts as well as orthography ; places 
are confounded, as well for want of proper distinc- 
tions, as things for want of true characters. Had 1 
not come by the other day very early in the morning, » 
there might have been. mischief done; for a worthy 
North Briton was swearing at Stocks Market that 
they would not let him in at his lodgings ; but I, 
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knowing the gentleman, and observing him look often 
at the King on horseback, and then double his oaths, 
that he was sure he was right, found he mistook that 
for Charing Cross, by the erection of the like statue 
in each place. I grant, private men may distinguisli 
their abodes as they please; as one of my acquain- 
tance, who lives at Marybone’^, has put a good sen- 
tence of his own invention upon his dwelling-place to 
find out where he lives: he is so near Loudon, that his 
conceit is this, the country in town ;** or, the town 
in the country;” for you know, if they arc both in oru*, 
they are all one. Besides that the ambiguity is not 
of great consequence; if you arc safe at the place it 
is no matter if you do not distinctly know where the 
place is: but to return to tlic orthography of public 
places. I promise, that every tradesman in the cities 
of London and Westminster shall give me sixpence 
a qumter for keeping their signs in repair, as to the 
grammatical part; and 1 will take into my house a 
Swiss CountJ of my acquaintance, who can n ineiu- 
ber all their names without book, for dispatch sake, 
setting up the head of said foreigner for my sign ; 
the features being strong, and lil for hanging high. 


St, Jameses May 20, 

This day a mail arrived from Holland, by which 
ibere ai’c advices from Paris, that the kingdom of 


Duke of Buckinghnni is humourously said to lia\o 
lived at Marybone, as he was almost every day on the bo\i U 
' ing-grecn there, .'ind seldom left it until he could see no 
longer. 

f On ISuckiiigliam-housc, now the Queen’s palace, were 
originally these inscriptions. On ihr front, ** Sic siti Ik^tantur 
J^ares;” on the back front, Hm. in iirbe.” On the siili* next 
the road, Spectator fastuliosussHi! inolestus;” on the North 
side, “ Lenl^ inca.'pit, cito perferh.” 

:j: Probably John- Janies Heidegger, 
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France is in the utmost misery and distraction. The 
merchants of Lyons liave been at Court, to remon* 
strate their gieat sufferings by the failure of their 
public credit; but have received no other satisfaction 
than promises of sudden peace; and liiat their debts 
will be made good by funds out of the revenue, which 
will not answer, but in case of the peace which is 
promised. In the mean time, the cries of .the com- 
mon people are loud for want of bread, the gentry 
have lost all spirit and zeal for their country, and the 
King himself seems to languish under the anxiety of 
th(i pressing calamities of the nation, and retires from 
hearing those grievances which he hath not the power 
to redress. Instead of preparations for and the 
defence of their country, there is nothing to be seen 
but evident marks of a general despair : processions, 
fastings, public mourriings and humiliations, arc be- 
come the sole employments of a people, who were 
lately tlie most vai# and gay of any in the universe. 

The Pope has written to die French King on the 
subject of a peace ; and his Majesty has answered 
in the lowliest terms, that he entirely submits his 
affairs to divine providence, and shall soon show 
the world, that ho prefers the tranquillity of his 
people to die gloiy of his arms, and extent of his 
conquests. 

Letters from the Hague of the twenty-fourth say 
tlrdt his Excellency the Lord Townsend delivered 
his credentials on that day to die States- General, as 
Plenipotentiary from the Queen of Great Britain; 
as did also Count Zinzendorf, who bears the same 
character from the Emperor. 

Prince Eugene intended to set out the next day 
for Brussels, and his Grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough on the Tuesday ^following. The Marquis de 
Torcy talks daily of goi%, but still continues there^ 
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The army of the allies is to assemble on the seventh 
of next month at Helchin; though it is generally 
believed tliat the preliminaries to a treaty are fully 
adjusted. 

The approach of the peace strikes a'panic through 
our armies, though that of a battle could never do 
it ; and they almost repent of their bravery, * that 
made such haste to humble themselves and the 
French King. The Duke of Marlborough, though 
otherwise the greatest general of the age, has plainly 
shewn himself unacquainted with the arts of hus- 
banding a war. He might have grown as old as the 
Duke of Alva, or Prince Waldeck in the Low 
Countries, and yet have got reputati(?n enough 
every year for any reasonable man; for the com- 
mand of GeiK’ral in Flanders hath been ever looked 
upon as a provision for life. For my part, I cannot 
s(ie how his Grace can answer it to the world, for 
the great eagerness he hath shJwn to sejid an hun- 
dred thousand of the bravest fellows in Europe 
a-begging: but the private gentlemen of the infantry 
will be able to shift for themselves ; a brave man 
can never starve in a country stocked with hen- 
roosts. “ There is not a yard of linen,” says my 
honoured progenitor Sir John Falstalf, “ in my 
whole eompaiiy; but for that,’* says this worthy 
knight, •• 1 am in no great pain; we shall find shirts 
on every hedge.” There is another sort of gentle- 
men wlu'! ^ I am much more concerned for, and that 
is the ingenious fraternity of which I have the ho- 
nour to be an unworthy member : I mean the news- 
writers of Great lliitain, whether Post-men or Post- 
boy*, or by what ever name or tide soever digni- 


* ** The Post-boy” was a scandalous weekly paper, fay 

Abel Roper; and “The Flying Post,’* by George Ridpatb, 
was just such another. 
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tied of distinguished. The case of these ; 

is,! more hard than that of j^e s^dicrs, 

considering that they have taken more towna^ and . 
fought more battles. ' Tliey have been upon paiti^ ^ 
and skirmishes, when our armies have lain, still 
and given the general assault to 
the besiegers T^re quiet in theiiftehchcs. They 
have made us masters of several strong towns many 
weeks before our generals covild do it ; and .com-*- 
ploted/yfctories, when our greatest captains have 
been come off with a drawn l^ttlp. Where 

Prince ISugcne has slain his. thouss^ds, Boyer * h^ 
slain his ten thousands, ^is gentiexnttn can indeed 
be never enough commended for Kts courage and in-' 
trepidity during this vhote war: he has laid about 
liim with an inexpressible fury; and, like the of- 
fended Marius of antient Rome, made such havoc 
among his countrymen, aq^ust be the work of two 
or tj^ree ages to repair. wmust be confessed, the 
redoubted Mr. Buckley f has shed as mjach 
as the former ; but t c|9mnot forbeeur saying (and I 
hope it will not look enyy), that>e.i:e^|rd our 
brother Buckley as .'4 kw’l.of Di^lS^CansJ* who 
spares neither fiiend noir foe, but gem^tmly kills as 
many of his own side as the enemies. It is impos- 
sible for this ingenious sort of men to subsist after a 
])eace: cveiy one, remembers the shifts they were 
driven to in the reigh of king Charles the S^nd, 
when they could not furnish out a single paper of 
news, withpuit lighting 'up a cpmet iu Gemai®f or 
a fire in iKc^pw. . ^ letter 

without earthquake. Prodipes 

were gto^ ts0 ^(^iliar, that they had lost their 
name, ^s R' j^'^poet of that age has it. I remember 

, * Abel Boyiar* autbojf of Political State.” ' 

+ Samuel Buplfiley, i^ter of The Gazette, and also or 
^ Tbe Daily Cottraat.” 

vofc. I, ‘ ' O 
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Mr. Dyer*, who is justly loolced upon by all the 
fox-*hmiters in the nation, as the greatest ^pitesman 
pur country has produced, was particularly famous 
for dealing in whales; insomuch, that in five months 
time (for I had the curtosity to, ' examine his letters 
^ on that occasionj^he brought three into the mouth of 
the river Thame% besides two porpusses and a 
sturgeon. The judicious and wary Mr. lohabod 
Dawks t hath all along been the rival of this great 
writer, and got hiipself a reputation from plagues 
and famines : by which in those days, he destroyed 
as great multitudes, as* he has lately done by the 
sword. In every dearth of news. Grand Cairo was 
sure to be unpeopled. 

It being therefore visible that our society will be 
greater sufferers by the peace than the soldiery it- 
self, insomuch that the Daily Courant is in clangtT of 
being broken, my frienift^iDyer of being reformed, 
and the vetf best of tKi&^whole band of being re- 
duced to half pay; might Ijwesume to offer any 
thing in the behalf of niy stressed brethren, I 
would hiimbly move, appendix of proper 

apartmenja>.>'fumishe4vW^\^ ink, and paper, 
and otb^ neOessaiies df life, should be added to the 
hospital of Chelsea, for the relief of such decayed 
news-wiitOiN^ as have . served their country in the 
wars; and that for their exercise they should com- 
pile the annals of their brother Veterans, who have 
beea 'engaged in the same service, and are still 
obliged to duty after Ac same manner^ 

I CjEmnot be tlioii^t to ^ak this (to pf an eye 
to any priv^ interest; for as of 

action are coffee-houses, play-h6«tee9, i4^.;my own 


Oyer^s Letter;” anew tr |aper of thkt tfaste. which, bc- 
|din$ to Mr. Addison, wasc^Bed'toiHttle'Vredit. 
f Jehabod Dawks, ‘‘anothdf^oor, [epistolary historian,” 
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apirtmem, I am m no nud of camps, foitiflci^Uons, 
and fields of battle, to support me ; 1 d6 not call for 
hcioes and {generals to my absistance Tliongh Ae 
otHccis art broken, and the armies disbanded, 1 
shall still be safe, as long as theie are men, or wo^ 
men, politieian<i, or lo^erSs oi poe^, or nymphs, ot 
swams, 01 cits, oi courticis, m bemg. 


19 TUESDAY, MAY 24, 1709. 


Hfuicgfutd ii^unt 

nmi §sifirr(^0hll^elU 

baCi. 8bf 86 

Whate'er Eieii do, o^ atiiy, or thiOk, of dream, 

Our motley paper sdisei for its theme. P. 

From my own utp^iment^ MUyJ^* 

I iiriiL IS uothmg con give a man of any considera- 
tion gieatci pain, than to seo order and distinction 
laid aside amongst men, especially when the lank 
(of which he himself is nu mber) is intruded upon 
by such as have no pieteuce to that honour. Ihe 
appellation ot Esquiii is th( most notouously abused 
in this kind, of any cla&s amoxiqgst men; msomuch, 
that it ts become almost the subject of derision • but 
I Will he held to say, this behavioui towards it pro- 
ceeds from the ignorance of the people m its true 
origin 1 sbiil therefora^as briefly as possible, do 
myself and all true the justice to look mto 

antiquity upon this su^ect 
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In the Hrst ages of the world, before the inven- 
tion of joi]!0Tcs and settlements, wlien the noble 
passion of love had jX)ssession of the hearts of men, 
and tlie fair sex were not yet cultivated in the mer- 
ciful disposition which they have showed in latter 
centuries, it was natural for great and heroic spirits 
to retire to rivulets, woods, and caves, to lament 
their destiny, and the cruelty of tire fair persons who 
were deaf to their lanpientations. The hero in this 
distress was generally in armour, and in a readiness 
to fight any man he met with, especially it distin- 
guished by any extraordinary qualifications : it being 
the nature of heroic love to hate all merit, lest it 
should come within the observation of the cruel one 
by whom its own perfections are neglected. A lover 
of this kind had always about him a person of se- 
cond value, and subordmate.to him, who could hear 
his afflictions, carry an cn^antmient for hjs wounds, 
hold his helmet when he was eatmg (if ever he did 
cat), or in his absence, when he was retired to his 
apartment in any king’s palsuSe, tell the prince him- 
self, or perhaps bis daughter, birth, parentage, 
and adyent^cs of his v^iant master. This trusty 
companion was styt^ his Esqjuirc, and was always 
fit for any offices about him ; was as gentle and 
chaste as a gentleman-nsher,, quick and active as an 
equerry, smooth and eloquent, .as the master of the 
ceremonies. A man thus quailed was tlic first, as 
the antienu affirm, who was ccdled m Esquire ; and 
none without these ^complishmeiiis pu^t to as- 
sume our order; but,' io the utter disgrace and con- 
fusion of the heralds, every pretender is admitted 
into this fraternity, even persons the mosjt -foreign to 
this courteous institution. 1 have taken an inven- 
of all within this citj^ud looked over every 
loiter in the Post-office, fo'Pipy better information. 
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There are of the Midj^e Temple, incbding ail in 
the buttery-books, and'^ tlic lists of ^ house, five 
thousand’’^. In Ae-thVier, four thousand tw';'." In 
the King’s-Beuch Walks, the whole buildings kre 
inhabited by Esquifes only. The adjacent street Of 
Essex, from Morris^ Gonec-house t, and the turn- 
ing towards the Grecian, you cannot meet one who 
is not an Esquire; until you take water. IBvery 
house in Norfolk and Arundel-, streets is also go- 
verned ,|iy an Esquire, Or his Lady; Soho-square, 
Bloomsbury-squwe, and all other places where the 
floors rise above nine feet, are so man^ universities, 
where you enter yOuiTselveS; and become of ojt; 
order. However, n this were the worst of the fevJl, 
it were to be supported,' because they are gehehdly 
men of some figure, and use; though lltnowno 
pretence they have to an honour \^ich had its rise 
from chivalry. But; if ylKi travel into the counties 
of Great Britain, Ware still more imposed upon by 
innovation. We are indeed derived from the field: 
but shall that giveMd^i, 'to hll that ride mad after 
foxes, that halloo see a hare; ,or venture 

their necks full speed ^ hawk, iihtiliediately to 
commence Esquired ? ' No^ our order is temperate; 
cleanly, sober, and chaste; but these rural Esquires 
commit immodesties upon haycocks, wear shirts 
half a week, and are drunk twice a day. Tlicse men 
are also to the last degree,. ^cessive in their food: 
an Esquire of Norfolk eats two pounds of duinplin 
every meal^W ^ obBged to" do^ it by our order; an 
Esquire of H^pshire is as r^enous in devouring 
hogs flesh : ' 1)W0f Bssex has as little mercy on 
calves. But LmuSt take the liberty to protest against , 
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In Original Tatler, 4000. < 

In Original Tatler, 5090. 

. Morrii's Coffee-house was in the StraoS. 
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tlu'iu, and ^^qiiaint tho$e pel^oas, that it is not the 
({uuntit^ th^ cat, but the manner of eating, dial 
2^1 luws an Esquire. But above all, 1 am most of- 
fended at small quillmcn, and transcribing clerks, 
who arc all come into our order, for no reason that 
I know ol‘, but that they can easily flourish at the 
end of their name. 1 will undei^eHLC that, if you 
read the superscriptions to all the offices in the 
kingdom, you will not find three letters directed to 
any but Esquires, 1 have myself a couple of clerks, 
and . the rogues make nothing of leaving messages 
upon each other’s desk : one directs, To Gregory 
Goosequill Esquire to which the odier replies by 
a note, “ To Nehemiah Dashwell, Esquire, with 
respect;” in a word, it is now Populus Armigeronm, 
a people of Esquires. And 1 do not know but, by 
the late act of naturalization, foreigners will assume 
Unit title, as part of the immunity of being English- 
iiion. All these improprieties* flow from the negli- 
gence of *thc Heralds-office. . Those gentlemen in 
party-coloured habits do rightly, as they 

ought, understand themselvea'^l^ though they are 
driissed cap-a-pce in hieroglyphics, they are inwardly 
but ignorant men. 1 .asked an acquaintance of 
mi)ie, who is a man of wit, but of no fortune, and 
is forced to appear as a jai^^|>udding on the stage to 
a mountebank: “ Py’ytjiee, jack, why is your coat 
of so many colours r He replied, *‘Iact a fool: 
atul.,&is spotted dress is to signify, tihat every man 
living has a weak^place about him; fori am Knight 
of the Shire, and, represent you all.” 1 wish the 
heialds would know as wed as this man does, in his 
way, that they are to act for us in the case of our 

» is and appellations : we should not then be jum- 
d together in so promiscuous and absurd a man- 
1 design to take this m&tter into further con- 
sideration; and no man shctll be received as an 
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Esquire, who connot bfing^a certifical<^ihat he has 
€oii((uered some obdurate liear* that he can 
lead up a country-dance ; or carry a message be- 
tween her and her lover, with address, secrecy, and 
diligence. A Squire is properly boni for the service 
of the sex, ani^is credentials shall be signed by 
three toasts an^^ne prude, before his title shall be 
received in my office. 

Will's Coffee-housey May 23. 

On Saturday last was presented the Bus]^ Body, 
a comedy, written (as 1 nave heretofore remarked) 
by a woman. The plot and incidents of the pla^ afe 
laid with that subtlety of spirit which is peculiar to 
females of wit, and is very seldom well performed by 
those of the other feX;, in whom craft' in love is an 
act of invention, and not, as with wonien, the effect 
of nature^and instinct. 

l\)-moiTOw will be acted a play, called, the Trip 
to the Jubilee. This performance is the greatest in- 
stance that we can Kiive of the irresistible force of 
))ropcr action. The! dialogue in itself has something 
too low to bear a criticism upon it: but Mr. Wilks 
enters into the part with so much skill, that Ac 
gallantry, the youth, s^d ^ety of a young man of a 
plentiful fortune, are looked upon with as much in- 
dulgence on the stage, as in real life, witlmut any 
of those intermixtures of wit and humour, which 
usually prepossess us in favour of such characters in 
other plays'. 

James s Coffee^kmsi^ May 23. 

Letters from the Hague, .. of the twenty-third in- 
stant. N. S. say, that Mr. Walpole (who Is since 
arrived) was going with all expedition to Great 'jJfei- 
tain, whither they doubted not but he carried witli 
him tlic preliminaries to a treaty of peace. The 



152 tAtlek. s*l9.' 

French minister, Monsieur ..Torcy, has been ob- 
servedv in tlSs whole negociatiem, to turn his dis«> 
course upon the calamities Sent down by Heaven 
upon France, and imputed the necessites they were 
under to the immediate hand of Providence, in in- 
ilictiiig a general scarcity of provision, rather* than 
tlie superior genius of the generals^ or the bravery of 
the armies against them. It would be impious not 
to acknowledge the indulgence of Heaven to us; but 
at the same time as we are to love our enemies, we 
are glad to see them mortihed enough to mix Christi- ' 
unity with , their politics. An authentic letter from 
Madame Maintenon to Monsieur Torcy has been 
stolen by a person about him, who has communi- 
cated a copy of it to some of the dependants of a 
minister of the allies. That epistle is writ in the 
most pathetic manner imaginable, and in a style 
which shows her genhis, that has so. long engrossed 
the heart of this great monarch,^ , 

** Sir, 

\ ( 

1 received yours, and am ietisiblc of the address 
and capacity with which you have hitherto trans- 
aq^d' the great affair under youxr management. You 
will observe, that onr wsmta^^e are not to be con- 
cealed; and that it is vanS^^ use artifices with tlie 
knowing men with iirhom you are to deal^ Let me 
beg y(W|,' therefore, iri ' this repr^ntation ' of our cir- 
cumstances, tnlay aside art, ceases to be such 
when it is sei^ .and make use'of. all your skill to 
gain us what advantages you^can from, the enemy's 
jealousy of each otliei^s greatness; which is the 
])lacc wljere only you have room for any dexterity. 
If^ou liive any passion for your unhappy country, 
affection for your distressed master, come 
homeWith peace. Oh Heaven! do I live to talk of' 
Levrts the Oreat^ as the object of pity ? The kins. . 
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shows a great uneasiness to be informed of all that 
passes : but, at the same lime is feaifu^of every one 
who appears in his presence, lest he should bring m 
account of somenev^<!afamity. 1 knew not in whSt 
terms to represent my thoughts to you, when 1 speak 
of the king, with relation to his bodily health. 
Figure to yoursetf that immortal man, who stood in 
our public places represented with trophies, armour, 
and terrors, on his pedestal : consider, the invincible, 
the great, the good, tlie pious, the mighty, wliich 
were the usual epithets we gave him, both in our 
language and thoughts. I say, consider liim whom 
you knew the greatest and most glorious of 
monarehs, and now think you see the same m 
unhappy lazar, in tlie lowest circumstances of human 
nature itself, withou|i regard to the state from whence 
he is fallen. I write from his bed-side: he is at 
present in a slumber.. 1 have many, many things to 
af Id ; but my tears flow too fast, and my sorrow is 
too big for utterance. 

“ I am&c.** 

There is such a veneration due from all men to 
the persons of princes, that it were a sort of disho- 
nesty to represent further the condition which the 
king is in ; but it is cerl^in, that soon after the re- 
ceipt of these advices, ^'Monsieur Torcy waited upon 
his grace the Duke of Marlborough and the I.ord 
'Fowushend; and m that , conference gave up many 
points, which he had before said were such as he 
must return to France before he could answer. 
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QuicquidagtaU homines^ — „ 

nostri estforrago 

Juv. 8^t. 

Whalc’rr men rto, or say,or think, or dreaiu^^ ''^' ^ 

Our motley paper 6eisc» for its theme. ' ' F. t •' 

‘ Whitens Chocolate ‘^io^Use, Mdy ■ 

It is not to be imagined bow far pre^ssession will 
run away with people*3 understanoings, in cases 
wherein they are under present uneasiness. The 
following uanration is a sufficient testimony of the 
truth of tills obsmation. 

1 had the honour ffie otlier day of a visit from a 
gentlewoman (a stranger to me) who seemed to be 
about thirty. Her complexion is brown; but the 
air of her face has an agrcj^bietiess which surpasses 
the beauties of the fairest women. There appeared 
in her look and mien a sprightly health ; and her 
eyes had too much vivaeij^;^ become the language 
of complaint, wliich she,be^.,tD enter into. She' 
.^seemed sensible , of it; anj th€^fcre,^with down- 
casUbpL , shie, Mr. Bickibrstatf, you see be- 
fore ybh the^^appiest of women ; a# therefore,' 
as you are i^eet^^ by all the world a great 
CLYnian, as well as a^. astrologer^ I desire your 
advice ajE|^assistaiiceil ill" pumng me method of 
obtaiiuni;; a divorce from a marriage, which I knoW' 
t^edawWill pronounce void.'* “ Madam,** said,*' 1^. 

^ievance is of such a nature, tliat you must ' 
be, Very ingenuous in representing the causes, of your-. 
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lomplaiRt, or I cannot ^i?e you tlie Mtisfaction jou 
desire” “Sir,” she answer*?, luJiivt thtiie 
would be no need of half youi ^kill in the iit of (h»- 
vmation, to why a nonnn nould put irom 

hci hu«>batid It is tiuc, sud 1, “but suspi 
cions, or guf'^'>p^ at what ^ou im\n my coituiity 
of It, except you *^a4nly spe ik it, in no found i- 
tion for a mmal smt*' She (hpj)cd lur fan bet )io 
her face; “My husband,” said slu is no moie 
an husband * (here she burst into tears) “ tlian one 
of the Italian singers '' 

“ M^dam,” said I, “ the affliction you complain 
of IS to be redressed by law, but at the same tunc, 
lonsidei what mortidcations you aie to go through, 
m bunging it into open court how will you be able 
to bear ht impertinent whisptis of the people prt 
sent It the tiial, the licentious reflections of the 
pltddei'i, and the mterpretitions that will in goiur'il 
b put upon your conduct by all the world ^ ‘ How 
litti( (vijH they say) could that lady cotnnnnd her 
P '1 v-s ions’ Besides, consider, that cuibing oiu dt- 
wics IS the greatest glory we can airive at ui this 
woild, and wdl bi most lewndcd in the ncKt * She 
ins^^tiid, like d prudent matron, “Sir, if you 
please to remember the office of mittimony, the 
first ( ausc of its institution is that of having pos- 
terity therefore, as to the curbing desires, I am 
willing to undergo any abstinence from food you * 
please to enjoin me ; but I cannot, with any quiet 
of mind, hye, in the neglect of a neccssaiy duty, 
and an express commandment, IncteaBe an I nmU 
Observing she was learned, and knew so 
well the duties of life, I turned my arguments ra- 
ther to dehort her fiom thw public procedure by 
examples than precepts “ Do but considci, 
dam, what crowds of beauteous women live in 
nunnenes, seel ided for ever from the sight and 
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’ conversation of men, With all the alacrity of spirit 
^imaginable; they spend their /time in heavenly 
Iraptures, in constant and frequent devotions, and at 
proper hours in agreeable cdiiv^sation/' "Sir," 
said she hastily, " tell not me of t^apists, or any of 
pj, their idolatries/* “ Well then, ' Madam, consider 
how many Hne ladies live, innoceuily in the eye of 
the world, and this gay t0wn, ih., the midst of temp- 
tation: there is the witty Mrs. is a virgin of 

forty-foiir, Mrs. T — diirty-niae, Mrsfi'L-^ce 
thirty-three; yet you see they laugh, and are 
at the at the play-house, at the baitiSb hnd at 
visits; and so much at ease, that all this /si^ihs 
hardly a self-denial.’^ " Mr. 6ickerstadf]ii’^ said she, 
with some embtion, " you are an excellent casuist; 
but the last word destroyed your whole argument; 
if it is not self-denial, it is no virtue. I presented 
you with an half-guinea, in hopes not only to have 
my conscience eased, but ihy fortune told. Yet’* — 
" \Vell, Madam," said I, "pray of what age is 
your husband ?" " He i&f replied my injured cli-. 
eiit, " fifty ; and I'have been his wife fifteen years." 
" llow happened it you never communicated yonr 
distress; in all this time, to your friends and re- 
lations ?*'- She answered, " He haabeenr thus but a 
fortnight," I am the most serious man in the 
world to look at, and yet could not forbear laughing 
»^out. " Why, Madam, in case of infirmity which 
proceeds only,^|n age, the law gives no remedy.” 

said find you Have no idore learn- 

ing than Dr. u'&e; and I am told of a young niaii, 
not five and twetity, just come from Cixf<)r4, tp 
whom I communicate this whole matterj^ and 
doubt but he will appear to have seven times 
more useful and satisfactory knowledge than yon, 
and alt your boasted family/'^ Thus 1 have entirely, 
lest my client; but if tliis tedious narrative' pre* 
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aOTvcs iPastdrclla from th« intended marriage with 
one twenty years her senior-^to wave a lady, t 
am contented to have my learning descried, and 
my predictions bound up with poor Robin’s Al- 
manacks. 

JFilts Coffee-house^ May 25. , 

This evening was acted the Rcciuiting Officer, 
in which Mr. Estoourt’s proper sense and observa- 
tion is what supports the play. Thou' is not, in my 
humble opinion, the humour liit in Scijeant Kite ; 
but it is admitably supplied by his action. U 1 
have skill to judge, t^at man is an excellent actor ; 
but the crowd of tho audience are fitter for repre- 
sentations at May-fair, than a theatre-royal. Yet 
that fair is now broke, as well as the theatre is 
1)1 caking: but it is allowed still to sell animals 
thoie. llierefore, if any la^y or gentleman have 
oc(»cision for a tame ^ephant, let them inquire of 
l\Ir. Ponkethman, who has one to dispose of al a 
reasonable rate. The downfall of May-fair lias 
quite sunk the price of this nol)le creature, as well 
as of many other curiosities of nature. A tiger will 
soli almost as cheap as an ox; and lam credibly 
informed, ^ man may purcbosc a cat with three legs, 
for voiy near the value of one with four. I hear 
likewise that there is a great desolation among the 
gentlemen and ladies who were the ornaments of 
the town, and used to shine in plumes and diadems ; 
the heroes being most of them pressed, and the 
queens beating hemp. Mrs. Saraband, so famous 
for her ingenious puppet-show, has set up a shop in 
the Exchange, where she sells her little troop under 
the term oi joint td babies. 1 could not but be so- 
licitous to know of her, how slu* had disposed of 
that rake-hell Punch, whose lewd life and conver- 
sation had given so much scandal, and did not a 

VOL, I. p 
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Utile contribute to the ran of the ftiir. She told . 
me, with a sigh. ** Thit, despairing of ever re- 
daiming him. she would not offer to place him in a 
cinl family, but got him m a post upon a stall in 
Wapping, where he may be seeo from sun-rising 
to bun-&etting, with a gUss in one hand, and a 
m the other, as centry to a brandy^shop/* 
The great revolutions* of this nature bring to my 
mind the distress of the unfbrtnnate Camilla, who 
has had the ill luck to break before her vpi^e, wd to 
disappear at a time when her Wauty was in the 
height of its bloom, This lady entered; so then 
roughly into the great chamet^s she. acted, that 
when she had finished |i6r ’’part, she could not think 
of retrenching her equipfge, but would appear in 
her own lodgings with the same magnificence that 
she did upon the stage. Ji'his greatness of soul has 
reduced that unhappy^ princess to an involuntary^ 
retiiement, wlieic she now passes her time among ' 
the woods and forests, thituring on the crowns ana 
sceptres she has lost, and often bumming over in her 
solitude, 


T wa<>borii of royal rSce, 

> et most wandd fil disgrace, &,c, 


But, foi fear of being overlmard, and her quality 
known, she usually sings it in Italian, 


Since I have touched upon this subject,* I shall 
commtm^te to my reader part of a letter I have 
reoeivad from an ingenious friend at Amsterdam, 
where there is a very noble, theatre ; though the 
manner of furnishing it with actors \% something 
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jieculiar to tMt ^ 


niire both the polit&ji|^.l^d.^ 

** My friends havfe .1i^«pt Wek IOd^ 

than otdinoty, to which 

performed li^t ru^‘ withi; j|F]^ 
actors ^ % tr8^i^^tt; vijlm 

day’s work MS direr, oani'^dltiiti^ a night by 

personating ki^ aOd genel^m- tne licro of the 
tira^$y tailor, and his first 

siuals^r 'l%(S eipprej^s^made 

.fhtti£|bf fpi^iK$pe in-lho ^heaf^X 




tfeitsifiiel tii? Wth " a'lPfeTp!^* in iHiijjh JhFcobler 
did his part ti> . afnaWc^^ bjut/ hpl^'^ inquiry, I 
found he had rddly '^n uf^tkmg at hiS oWii traded 
and representing^ M^q'^Btegd Wra^ he acted every 


and representing^ Mftq'^Bteg6 ^nat‘ he acted every 
day in his shopl[|^4^^jr^lW^^^^ theatre main- 
tain an hospitw j do not think the 

profession of an^ wtot /the 'bflly trade that a man 
ought to ejtetoisoV^ they will not allow anybody 
to grov/*4ch in at.proj^i^^^ their opinion, 

so Httle'cohduces to of the commoiiiwealth. 

If 1 am in.^glau'd 

have dondimb Sahie for, uijd^ss I ^ rntsin- 

formed, the hospitaj ;. at Culwioh ^ erected aand 
endowed by Afieyn, a ^player;. and it is also 
said, ^.fathdns ^he^rhgedian has' settled her estate, 
after her ^ death, for the maintem^i^ of decayed, 
.Wits, who,are to be taken in as asvth^ 
dull, at .iWhatever tfm,e of ' life that shal^ 

'• '^>; ,. • 

Jamtys Cojfee-houiCf May 25., , . ,;. >< 


lietters'fi'om the Hague, of the thirty-firkt instanti. 
N. S. say, that the aiiiclcs preliminary to a geoerkt 
peace were settled, communicated to the States 

p 2 
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general, and all the Ibreign niiiiiBtr'rh residiiitj iIuto, 
and transmittfd to their respHcti\e masters on the 
twcnty-eip;hth. Monsieur Torcy iminediatcly re- 
turned to th (2 court ol‘ France, from whence he is 
oxpc(iied aj^ain on the fourth of tlu* next month with 
those articles ratilied by fliat court. The Hague is 
agr(‘cd upon for the place of treaty, and the fiflecntli 
of the iK'Xt month tin*, day on which it is to com- 
uiciiee. Tlic terms whereon this iicgociation is 
founded an*, not yet delivered by public authority : 
but what is most generally believed is a follows : 

Her Majesty’s right and title, and the Protestant 
.>uccession to these dominions, is forthwith to bo 
urkuowlcdged. King Charles is to be owned the 
lawful sovereign of Spain. The French King shall 
not, only recall his troops out of that kingdom, and 
(h'liver up to the Allies the towns of Roses, 
iabia, and Pampclona; but, in ^(^asc the Duke of 
Anjou shall not retire out of the Spanish dominions, 
he shall be obliged to assist the Allies to force him 
from tlicnnc. A cessation of arms is agreed upon 
for two months from the first day of the treaty. The 
port and fortifications of Dunkirk are to be demo- 
lished witliiu four months; but the town itself left 
in the liands of the French. The prete^per is to bo 
obliged to leave France. All Newfoundland is to be 
restored to the English. As to the other parts of 
\ineric». the French are to restore whatever they 
may have taken from the English, as the English in 
like manner are to give up what they may have 
taken from the French, before the commencement 
of tlic treaty. Tlic trad- between Great Britain and 
l^rancc siiall be settlecl iij on the same foundation as 
ill the reign of King Charles the Second. 

Tl\e Dutch arc to have for their barriers, Nt;w- 
port, P)crg, St. Vinox, 1‘urnes, Iprcs, Lisle, Tour- 
nay , Doiiay, Valenciennes, Coiidc, Maubeuge, 
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Mens, Ciiarleroy, Namur, uud Luxemburg^; all 
which places sltall be delivered up to the allies be-* 
fore the end of June. The trade hotwecu Holland 
and France shall be on the same foot as in 1664. 
'fhe cities of Strasburs^, Brisac, and Alsatia, shall 
be restored to the Emperor and empire ; and the 
Kinp: of France, pursnani to tlie treaty of Westplia- 
Jia in 1648, shall only letaiii the protccti<ui of ten 
Imperial cities, viz. Colmar, SchJestaf, Ilaguenau, 
Munster, Turkcini, Keisember, Obrenheini, Ro- 
slieiin, Wciseinberc:, and Landau. Himingu('n, 
Fort-LouLs, I'ojt-Khiel, and New- Brisac, shall be 
demolished, and all the Fortifications frpm Basil to 
Philipsburg. The King of Prussia shall teiiniin in 
the ])eaceablc possession of Neufehateh 'fhe -.lUdir 
of Orange, as also the pretensions of his Piussian 
Majesty in the Franche Comte, shall be detoiminiid 
at this general negociation of peace. The Duke ol' 
Savoy shall have a restitution made of all that has 
luM'n taken from him by the Frencli, and remain 
master of Exilles, Chaiuont, Feuestrelles, and tin; 
valley of Pragclas.* 


♦ 111 the first edition of the Taller, in folio, there is the ful* 
lowing addition to this paper: “It is said that Monsieui 
Torcy, when he signed this iiisfrunieiit, broke ilo ihis ei- 
elaniation : ‘ Would (’olbert have bigiicd siirh . treaty for 
France?’ On which a luinisliT pre.-eut wasjilc seil to say, 
* (’olbort himself would have been piond to have saved Trance 
in llie&e circumstances on such term'*.’ ” 
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^jniLiiuiti aguni imnina 

nustri e\t farrn<;i> Hfipfli. 

Juv. SaL i. 85, 80, 

Whalc’or men do, or ‘•iiy, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper poizes for its thenic;, P, 

IVhitts Chocotate^housc, May 26. 

\ (jKNTLT'MAi^ Ims Writ to me out of the country a 
very civil letter, and said things which 1 suppress 
witlv great violence to my vanity. 'Fhcre arc many 
I onus i?i my narrative which he complains want ex- 
plaining; and has therefore desired that, for the he- 
tiefit of my country readers, 1 would let him know 
what I mean by a Gentleman, a {)retty Fellow, a 
'Foast, a Coquet, a Critic, a Wit, and all other a|>- 
[)ellations of those now in the gayer w'orld, who art* 
in possession of these several characters : together 
with an account of those who unfortunately pretend 
to them. 1 shall begin wnth him we usually call a 
Gentlcinan, or man of conversation. 

It is generally thought, that warmth of imagina- 
tion, quick relish of pleasure, and a manner of be- 
loming , , are the most essential qualities for form- 
ing this sort of man. But any one that is much in 
cojnpany will observe, that the height of good breed- 
ing is sliowii rather in never giving offence, than in 
doing ol)Jigin!r things: ihus he that never shocks 
y>u, though he is sehlom entertaining, is more 
likely to keej) your favour, than he who often en- 
tertains, and sometimes displeases you. The most 
necessary talent thcri’foni in a man of conversation, 
which is w'hat w^e ordinarily intend by a tine Gen- 
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t.lernari, is a good judgment. He tliat has ihit in 
perfection is master of his companion, without let- 
ting liim see it ; iind lias the same advantage over 
UKui of any otlicr <|ualifications whatsocver^-tis one 
that van see would have over a blind man of ten 
tiin<‘s Jiis streuglli. 

'J'his is what makes Sophronius the dat ling of all 
who converse with him, and the most poweHul 
w^ith his acquaintance of any man in town. By the 
light of this faculty ho acts with gn at ease and free- 
dom among the men of pleasure, and acquits him- 
self with skill and dispatch among the men of busi- 
ness : all which he performs with sucli success, that, 
with as much discretion in life as any man ever had, 
he neither is, nor appears, cuiming : but as lu* does 
a good office, if ever he does it, with readine{>s and 
alacrity ; so he denies, what he does not care to en- 
gage in, in a manner tliat convinces you that yon 
ought not to have asked it. His judgment is so 
good and unerring, and accompanied with so cheer- 
ful a spirit, that his conversation is a continual feast, 
at which he helps some, and is hcip(‘d by others, in 
such a manner, that the oipiality of society is per- ’ 
fcctly kept up, and every man oldigcs as much as 
he is obliged ; for, it is the greatest and justest 
skill, in a man of superior understanding, to know 
how to be on a level with his companions. This 
sweet disposition runs through all the actions of 
Sopi nonius, and makes his rom[)any desired by 
wonu'n, without being envied by men. Siqihronius 
would be ai^ just as he is. if there w(‘rc no law ; and 
ivould be as discreet as he is, if there wci'c no such 
thing as calumny. 

In imitation of this ap’ecablc ])t ii)‘j:, is made that 
animal wc call a pretty Tellow;. who, being just 
able to find out, that what makes Sophronins ac- 
< or)lablc is a natural behaviour, in order to the same 
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reputation^, makes his own an artiiicial ofu:. Jack 
Dimple, . is liis perfect mimic, whereby he is, of 
course, the most unlike him of all men living. So^ 
plifonius just now pissed into the inner room di- 
rectly 'forward; Jack comes as fast after as lie can 
for the right and left looking-glass, in which he had 
but just approved himself by a nod at each, and 
marched on. He will meditate within for half an 
liour, until he tliinks he is nut careless enough in his 
air, and come back to the mirror to recollect his 
forgo tfulnesvS. 

H' ill's CojTee-houiey Mai/ 27. 

This night was acted the comedy called the Fox ^ ; 
but 1 wonder the modern writers do not use their 
interest in the bouse to suppress such repu scutations. 
A man that has been at this will hardly like any 
other play during the season ; therefore i humbly 
move, that the writings, as well as dresses, of the 
lust ago should give way to the present fashion. Wc 
are conic into a good method enough (if we were 
not interrupted in our mirth by such an apparition 
as a play or Jonson's) to be entcrUiined at more case, 
both, to die spectator and the writer, than in the 
days of old. It is no difficulty to get hats and 
swords, and wigs and shoes, and every thing else, 
from the shofis in town ; and make a man show 
h msclf uy his habit, witliout more ado, to be a 
counsellor, a Ibp, a courtier, or a citizen, and not 
bo obliged to make those characters tal^ In different 
dialects to be distinguished from each other. This 

certainly the surest ami best way of writing; but 
’^Jicb a j)lay as this makes a man for a month after 
ovoi-run with criticism, and inquire, Wlmt 
cvciy mail on the stage said? what had such a one 


• Frinird in 1005. 
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to do to meddle ivitli such a thing ? how oame the 
other, who was bred after this or that manner^ to 
speak so like a man conversant among a dificrent 
people ? These questions rob us of all dur iploa-. 
sure ; for, at this rate, no sentence in a pla/snbtrlcr 
be spok(*u by any one character which could possi- 
l>ly enter into the head of any other man represented 
in it; but every sentiment should be peculiar to him 
only who utters it. Laborious 13cifs works will 
bear this sort of inquisition ; but if the present 
writers were thus examined, and the odences against 
this rule cut out, few plays would be long enough 
for the whole evening’s entertiunment. 

But 1 do not know how they did in those old 
times. 'Fliis same Ben Jonson has made every onc/s 
passion in this play be towaids money; and yet not 
one of them expresses that desire, or endeavours to 
obtain it, any way but what is peculiar to him only ; 
one sacrifices his wife, another his profession, ano- 
(licr’his posterity, from the same motive; but their 
characters are kept so skilfully apart, tliat it seems 
prodigious their discourses should rise from the in- 
>onti(}n of the same author. 

But the poets arc a m'st of hornets, and I will 
drive these thoughts no farther ; but must mention 
some hard treatrnent I am like to meet with from 
iny brother-writers. I am credibly informed, that 
the author of a play, called “Love in a hollow 
Tree,” 1ms made some remarks upon my late dis- 
course on " The Naked Truth.” I cannot blame a 
gentleman for writing against any error; it is for the 
good of the learned world ; but I would have the 
thing fairly left between us two, and not under the 
protection of patrons : but my intelligence is, that 
i)e hath dedicated his treatise to the Honourable 
JVir. Ijkl (1 H rd. 
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From my ov^n Aynrimaxt^ .Vr/v 27. 

To Isaac Bickekst vir, S^squire. 

‘‘Sir, York.Mmj 16. I70i>. 

convinced, as the whole world is, how 
hifallihle Yonr [neilictions arc, and having the ho- 
nour to he your near rt hitiou of the StalHan family, 
1 Vvjis under j^reat oonceni at one of your predictions 
relating to yourself, wherein yon foretold your own 
death would iiappen on the s(‘V('nt(‘cnth instant, un- 
h-.vs it weie pnivented by the assistance of well- 
dispose*! jHOple. I have tluncfore prevailed on my 
t>wn modesty to scad you a piece of news, which 
may serve, instettd of Goddard’s * drops to koe.[» 
you alive for two days, until iiiiture be ‘ able to re- 
cover itself, or until you meet with some better help 
from (Hhcr hands. Thertifore without further ce- 
remony, 1 will relate a singular adventure just hap- 
pened in the place where I am writing, ivhercof 
it may be highly useful for tlie public to be in- 
formed. 

“ 'ihree young ladies of our town were on Satur- 
day last indicted for witchcraft. I'lic witnesses 
against tlic first deposed, upon oath, before Justice 
Biiuhn that she kept spirits locked up in vessels, 
which souiei lines appeared in flames of blue fire; 
that sh(' ij'*ed mugical herbs, with some of which 
die drev' i'l litinditds of men daily to her, who 
went <»ur iroiu her presence all inflamed, their 
p o’fhfd, and a hot steam i'^suhig from them. 


l)r. Jotuiiltaii Cioddard was the physician and confidant 
^>r ('roiuv.t'll. :i rnfiiibcr of the HovhI Socicly, and medical 
yrotVssor of (iic.iliam College, . 
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atttiided with a grievous stench; that many of Uic 
sai<l men wen', by llie force of tl\at herb, metamor- 
phosed into swine, and Jay wallowing in tlte koimcls 
for twenty-four horns before tlicy coidd re-assume 
tlieir sliape or tteir senses. • 

“ It was proved against the second, that she cut 
off by night tlu*. limbs from dead bodies that were 
hanged, and was seen to dig holes in the ground, 
to mutter some conjuring w'ords, and bury pieces of 
the flesh after the usual manner of witches. 

“ The third was accused for a notorious piece ol* 
sorcery, long practiced by hags, of moulding nj> 
pieces of dough into the shapes of men, women, 
and children ; tlicn In'Otiiig them at a gentle fire, 
which had a sympathetic power to torment the 
bowels of those in the neighbourhood. 

‘‘ This wsis the sum of what was objected against, 
the three ladies; who, indeed, had nothing to say 
in their ov. II defence but downright deny the facts, 
which is like to avail very little when they come 
upon tlicir trials. 

‘‘But the parson of our parish, a strange rt,'frac- 
toi’y man, will believe nothing of all this ; so timt 
the whole town cries out, * Shame! that fnie of J>ia 
coat should be sucli an atheist and design t«) com- 
plain of him to the Bishf>p : ho goi s about very oddly 
to solve the matter. He supposes that the Jirst of 
these ladies keeping a brandy and tobacco sliop, the 
fellows went out smoking, and got drimk towards 
evening, and made tliemsclves beasts. Ur .says, the 
second is a butcher's daughter, and soineiiini .- Ining.s 
a quarter of mutton from the slaughicr-iKnisi ()vei- 
night against a market-day, and once i)un('‘l a bit 
of beef ill tlio grouiul, as a known rerci[)t to ( urc 
warts on her bands. The parson aftirrns, I hat. tlu* 
third sells gingerbn'ad; which, lo please the chil- 
dren, she is forced to stamp with imagc.s before it is 
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baked ; and if it burns tlieir guts, it is because tbev 
eat too much, or do not drink alter it. 

“ I'licse are the answers he gives to solvi? those 
wonderful phenomena: upon which I shall not ani- 
inadVert, but leave it among philosophers : and .^o. 
wishing y(>u all success in your underukings for the 
aineridriient of the world, I remain, dear cousin, 

‘‘ Vour most an’eclionate kinsman, 
and Jnimble servant, 

lipIlltAlM BEiJSTAFr. 

‘‘ P. S. 'riiose who were condemned to death 
among the Athenians were obliged to take a dose 
of jioison, which made them die upwards ; seizing 
first upon tlu'ir feet, making them cold and inscusi- 
M(‘, and so ascending gradually, until it reached the 
vital parts. I believe your death, which you Ibre- 
told would happen on the seventeenth inslanl, will 
full out tlie. same way, and that your distemper hath 
alri'inly seized on you, and makes progress daily. 
The. lower part of you, that is, the Advertisemciils, 
is dead ; and these have risen for these ten days Iasi 
past , -60 that they now take up almost a whole j)ara- 
grapli Pray, Sir, do you endeavour to drive this 
distemper as much as possible to the extreme j)art.s, 
and 1^ eep it there, as wise folks do the gout : for, if 
it once gets out into your stomach, it will soon fly up 
into ycair head, and you are a dead man/' * 

St. Jameses Coffee-house Mai/ 27. 

VV( h(;ar from Leghorn, that Sir Edward Whita- 
kei, witli five mf ii of war, four transports, and two 
fire-ships, wort' arrived that port; and Admiral 
Buig was suddenly exp(*<*tod. Tlieir squadrons 
l)t‘ing joined, they drsigned to sail directly for Final, 
to transport the roiiirorccmcnts lodged in those parts 
to Barcolona.' 
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Thov write from Milan, that Count I’baiiu.ar- 
riveil tlic Hi on tlio sixleonlh instant, N. S. and pro- 
(•o(’ded on iiis journey fo Turin on tlin twonty-lirst, 
in order to concert such measures with his Royal 
Hic^hness, as shall appear necessary for the opera- 
tions of tlu‘ tMisiiinu; campai*j;u. 

Advices from Jjaiiphine say, llial llie troops of 
tlie Duke of Savoy hej^iii already to aj)j;ear in fliosc 
valleys, wiiereof he made himself inasUu* the last 
year; and that the Duke of Bei'wiek applied him- 
self witfi all imaginable diligence to secure llu' 
passes of the moimlains, ])y ordering i n trench men N 
to be made towards Brian^'on, 'rounieau, and the 
valley of Queiias. That general has also Ix eii at 
Marseilles and 'l\uilon, to hasten lh(j transportation 
of ili(* c(>rn and piovisioiis designed for his army, 

Letiers from Vienna, bearing date May the 
twcnty-tliird, N. S. import, that the Cardinal of 
Saxe Zeits and the Priuco of Lichtcristeii> werci 
pu‘paring to set out for Presburg, to assist at llie 
diet of the States of Hungary, wliich is to be assem- 
bled at that place on the twenty-fifth of this month. 
General Heister will shortly appear at the head of 
his army at Trentschein, which plar’o is appointed 
for the general rendezvous of the imperial forces in 
Hungary ; from whence he will advance to lay siege 
to. Newhauscl. Jn tlie mean time reinf<jr(‘ciru;nt>, 
with a great train of artillery, are marching <h(^ 
same way. Tlie King of Denmark arrivcnl on the 
tAith instant at Inspruck, and on the twenty-fifth 
at Dresden, muler a triple discharge of the ai tillery 
of that place; but liis Majesty refused tlie ceremo- 
nies of a public entry. 

Our letters from the Upper Rhine say, tlial the 
finperial army began to form itself at Ktlingen ; 
where the respective deputies of the Elector Jhda- 

VOl.. I. Q 



r/\ir ru. 


170 

time, the Prince ot’B.uIen Diirlarh, the of 

Spires, A'c. were asscinl)h*tl, '.ind had taken f'n' 
necessary )ncasurcs for the provir^ion i;l’ tone.;:'', the 
security of tlio country against the ineiusioiis ol' the 
enemy, and laying a bridge over the Rliini*. vSeve^ 
ral vessels laden witli com are daily passing before 
Frankfort for the Lower llhine. 

l.etters from Poland inform us, that a detariinienl 
of Muscovite cavalry, under the command ot ( Jene- 
ral Tnstand, had joined the confederate army ; and 
tlie infantry, coinmaiuh'd by General Goltz, was 
expected to come up within few days. These suc- 
cours will amount to twenty thousand men. 

Our lust advices from the Jlagin', dat(‘d June the 
fourth, N. S. say, that they expected a courier from 
the French Court, with a ratilicalion of tlu‘ preli- 
minaries, that night or the day following. His 
Grace tln^ Duke of Marlborough will set out for 
Bnissfth on Wednesday or Thursday next, if the 
dispatches which are expected from Paris do not, 
alter his resolutions. Letters from Majorca coniirm 
the honourable capitulation of the castle of Alicant, 
and also the death of the Governor, Major-general 
Richards, Colonel Siboiirg, and Major Vigriolles, 
who were all buried in the ruins of that place by the 
sjjring’ug of the great mine, which did, it seems, 
more execution than ^vus reported. Monsicyr 
J'orcy pussed through Mens in his return, and had 
there a long conference with the Elector of Bavaria; 
after which, that pri!ice spoke publicly of tlic trea<^ 
ment he had rec<*i\ i d from France with the utmost 
indi<rnation. 


" / Any person that shall come |)ublicly abroad 
in a fantastical habit, contrary to the present mode 
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;iik1 fashion, except Don Diego Disinallo,* or •any 
Ollier out of poverty, shall have his name and dress 
inserted in our next. 

N. B. Mr. llow'dyecall is desired to leave off 
thoMi liuttons. 


N"2‘2. TUESDAY, MAY :)K 1709. 


ijutajuid agunf homines 

nostri est farrago libvlli. 
t Juv. Sat. i. 8r>, 86. 

^V||^lteV^ men do, or ssiy , or think, or dream, 

Oiir motley paper t»eizcs fur its theme. P* 

White*^ Chocolatt'^houi€y May 28. 

icA.MK hither this evening to see fashions; and 
who should 1 first encounter but my old friend Gyn- 
iliio (encompassed by a crowd of young fellows) 
dictating on the passion of love with the gayest air 
imaginable I *• Well,*' says he, “ as Ui wliat I 
know of the matter, theie is nothing but ogling with 
skill cairits a woman; hut indeed it is not every 
fool that is capable of ti»i.s iirt ; you will hud twenty 
can speak eioipjcntly, iifty that can fight manfully, 
and a thousand that < an<iress gcnU'clly at a mistress, 
wlicre tin re is ora* that can gaze skilfully. This 
an vMjuisii** juilgment, to take the liuiguage 
of Ixcrevts to yours exactly, and not Jet yours talk 

* This IS urlt to have been a nick>nainr ;;ivcn, in 

the rage ef parly, to a very respoLiable nobleman, the tarl of 
Noitingham. 

Q 2 
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too* fast for liers; as at play bL‘twe(*u the acts, 
when beau Frisk stands upon a bench full in Liiida- 
mira’s face, and lior dear eyes arc . search] round 
to avoid that flaring open fool ; shctiieets the watch- 
ful glance of her true lover, and . sees his heart 
attentive on her charms, and waiting for a second 
twinkle of her eye for its next motion.” II(*rc the 
good company sneered ; bfit In* goes on. “ Nor is 
this attendance a slavery, when a man meets with 
encouragement, and her eye comes often in his 
way ; for, after an evening so spent, and the repe- 
tition of four or live signiheant looks at him, the 
happy man goes home to liis lodging full of ten 
thousand pleasing images : his brain is dilated, and 
gives him all the ideas and prospects which it ever 
lets into its seat of pleasure. Thus, a kind lor>k 
from Lindamira revives in his imaginftion all the 
beauteous lawns, green fields, woods, forests, ri- 
vers, and solitudes, which he had ever teforc seen 
in picture, dje^cripUon, or real life; and all with 
this addition; sWit he now sees them with the eyes 
of a happy lover, as before 'only with those of tL 
common man, . You laugh, gentlemen, but consider 
yourselves (ye common people, tlrat were never in 
love), and compare yourselves in good humour 
with yourselves out of humour, and ye will then 
acknowledge, that all external objects affect you 
accordliig to the dispositions ye arc in to receive 
their impressions, and not as those objects are in 
their own nature. How much more shall all that 
passes within bis view and observation touch with 
dc‘liglit a man who is prepossessed with successful 
love, which is an as^mblagc of soft atilction, gay 
dc.sires, and hopeful resolutions !’' 

Poor Cyntliio went on at this rate to the crowd 
about him, without any purpose in his talk, but to 
vent un heart overflowing with sense of success. I 
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wondered what could exalt him from the distress 
in w'liieh he had long apjK‘ared/to so much alacrity; 
hut niy familiar has given me the state Of his alFairs. 
It seems, then, that lately coming out of sthe play- 
house, his mistress, who khows he is in her livery, 
as the manner of insolent beauties is, is resolved to 
keep him still so, and gave him so much wages as 
to complain to him of the crowed she was to pass 
through. He had his wits and resolution enough 
about l)im to take her hand, and say, he would 
attend her to the coach. All the way thither my 
good young man stammered at every word, and 
stumbled at every step. His mistress, wonderfully 
pleased vrith her triumph, put to him a thousand 
<]uostions, to make a man of his natural wit speaking 
with hesitation ; and let drop her fan, to sec him 
recover it awkwardly. 'Phis is the whole founda- 
tion of Cynthio’s recovery to the sprightly gir he 
appears with at present. 

1 grewxnigh^ curious to know si^ething more 
of that a&irs, as being amazeffikow she could 
dally with an offer of one bf his merit and fortune. 
I sent^PacoTct to her lodgings, who immediately 
brought me Wk the following letter to her friend 
and confident >toanda in the country, wherein she 
has opened her heart and all its folds. 

Dear Amanda, 

« The town grows so empty, that you must ex- 
pect my letter so too, except you will allow me to 
talk of myself instead df others. You cannot ima- 
gine what pain it is, after a whole day spent in 
public, to want your company, and llu' vase which 
friendship allows in being vain to each other, and 
speaking all our minds. An account oi the slaugh- 
ter which these unhappy eyes have made within 
ten days last past, would make me appear too greac 

♦ Q 3 
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aiyiaiil to be allowed in a Christian country, I 
shall therefore confine myself to my principal con- 
quests ; which are the hearts of beau Frisk and 
Jack Freeland, besides Cynthio, who, you know, 
wore niy fetters before you went out of town. Shall 
I tell you my weakness? I beejan to love Frisk; it 
is the best-humoured impertinent thing in the world : 
he is always too in waiting, and will certainly carry 
me off one time or other. Freeland’s father and 
mine have been upon treaty without consulting me ; 
and Cynthio lias been eternally watching my eyes, 
without approacliing me, my friends, my maid, or 
any one abdUt me : he hopes to get me, I believe, 
as they say the rattle-snake does the squirrel, by 
staring at me until I drop into liis mouth. Free- 
land demands me for a jointure, which he thinks 
deserves me ; Cynthio thinks nothing high enough 
to be my value : Freeland therefore will take it for 
no obligation to have me ; and Cynthio’s idea of 
me is what yii;ill vanish by knowing me better: 
familiarity will equally turn the the veneration of the 
oik;, and the indifference of the other, into contempt. 
1 will slick therefore to my old maxim, to hafe that 
sort ci man, who can have no greater views tlian 
wliat aiv* in my power to gjve him possession of. 
Tlio utmost of my dear Frisk’s ambition is, to be 
thought a man of fashion ; and therefore has been 
so mucii In mode, as to resolve upon me, because 
the whole town likes me. Tlius I choose rather a 
man who lov(*s me because others do, than one who 
ojiprovcs me on his own jud^nent. He that judges 
for liimsclf in love will oftisn change his opinion; 
but ho that follows the sense of others must be con- 
stant, as long as a woman can make advances, ’fhe 
visits 1 make, the entertainments 1 give, and tho 
addresses I receive, will be all arguments for me 
^ with a man of Frisk’s second-hand genius ; but 
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^vouid be so many bars to my happiness with 
otlu r man. However, since Frisk can wait, I 
sliall enjoy a summer or two longer, and remain 
a single w'oniau#’ in the sublime pleasure of being 
followed and admired ; which nothing can equal 
except that of being beloved by you. I am, &c.” 

wars Coifee-hoitse^ May 30. 

My cliicf business here tliis evening was to speak 
to my friends on behalf of lionest Cave Underhill, 
who has been a comic for three generations ; my 
father admired him extremely when he Avas a boy. 
There is certainly nature exeellciitly represented in 
liis manner of action ; in which lie ever avoided 
the general fault in players, of doing too much. 
It must be confessed, he has not the merit of some 
ingenious persons now on the stage, of adding to 
his authors : for the actors were so dull in the last 
age, that many of them have,gone out of the world, 
Avithout having, ever spoke one word of their own in 
the theatre. Poor Cave is so mortihed, tliat lie 
quibbles and tells you, he pretends only to act a 
pjirt fit for a man who has one foot in the grave, 
viz. a grave-digger. All admirers of true comedy, 
it is hoped, will have the gratitude' to be present on 
the last day of .his acting, who, if he does not hap- 
pen to please them, will have it even then to say, 
that it is his first offence. 

But there is a gentleman here, who says he has 
it from good hands, that tlicre is actually a sub- 
scription made by many persons of wit and quality 
for the encouragement of new comedies. 'Fhis de- 
sign will very much contribute to the improvement 
and diversion of the town ; but as every man is most 
concerned for liimself, I, who am of a saturnine 
and melancholy complexion, cannot but murmur, 
that there is not an etiual invitation to write Irage- 
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(licg ; having by me, in my book of cominon places, 
enough enable me to finish a very sad one by the 
lifth of the next month. 1 have the farewell of a 
general, with a truncheon in his hand, dying for 
love, in six lines. £ have tlie principles of a poli- 
tician (wlio does all the mischief in the play), toge- 
ther with his declaration on the vanity of ambition 
in his last moments, expressed in a page and an 
half. £ have all my oaths ready, and my similics 
want notliing but application. I will not pretend to 
give you an account of the plot, it being the same 
design upon which all tragedies have been writ for 
several years last past ; and, from the beginning of 
tlie first scene, the frequenters of the house may 
know as well as the author when the battle is to be 
fought, the lady to yield, and the hero proceed to 
his wedding and coronation. Besides these advan- 
tages which I have in readiness, I have an eminent 
tragedian very much my friend, who shall come in 
and go thrpugh the whole five acts without trou- 
bling me for one sentence, whether he is to kill or 
1x3 killed, love or be loved, win battles or lose them, 
or whatever other tragical performance I shall pleaso 
to assji,:ii him. 


From my own Ajmrlvicnty May 30. 

I have this day received a letter, subscribed Fi- 
delia, th .t gives me an account of an inchantment 
iiiidor which a youn^ lady suffers, and desires my 
help to exorcise her ’feom the power of the sorcerer. 
Her lover is a.rako of sixty; the lady a virtuous 
wonvaii of twenty-five : hear ^relations arc to the last 
degree afflicted, and amazed at this irrogidar pas- 
sion. Their soiTOW 1 know not how to remove, 
hut can their astonishment; for, there is no spirit 
iif woiTiJui lialf so prevalent as that of contradiction, 
which is thp sole cause of her perseverance. Let 
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the whole family go dressed in a body, and call tfje 
bride lo-niorrow morning to her nuptials, and I will 
ui)dertak(j th(i inconstant will forget her lover in the 
midst of all his aches: but if this expedient does not 
succeed, I juust be so just to tlie young lady’s dis- 
tiiignishing sense, as to applaud her choice. A fine 
young woman, at last, is but what is due from fate 
to au honest fellow, who has sulFerod so unmercifully 
by tlic sox ; and I think we c^annot enough celebrah^ 
her heroic virtue, wIjo (like the patriot that ended a 
pestil(uico by plunging himself into a gulph) gives 
liersolf up to gorge that dragon which lias devoured 
so many virgins before her. 


*/ A letter directed ’I'o Isaac Biekerstad*, 
Ksquirt-, Astrologer and Physician in ordinary to her 
Majesty’s subjects of Oreat Britain, with respect/^ 
is conic to hand. 


23. THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1700. 


{fuicquid agimi homints 

noM farrago libolli, 

Jc;v. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whale Vr men do *or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P, 


lVhitv*s Chocolate-house, Ma^ 31. 

Tine generality of mankind are so very fond of this 
world, and of staying in it, that a man cannot have 
eminent skill in any one art, but they will, in spite 
of his teeth, make him a physician also, that being 
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science the worldlings have most need of. 1 
pretended, wlien I first set up, to astrology only; 
but, I am told, I have deep skill also in medicine. 
I am applied to now by a gentleman for my advice in 
behalf of his wife, who, upon the last matrimonial 
difnciilty, is excessively tioubled with fits, and caji 
bear no manner of passion without falling into im- 
mediate convulsions. I must confess it is a case 1 
have known biiforc, and remember the party was 
recovered by certain words pionouucod in the midst 
of the fit, by the learned doctor who performed the 
cure. Those ails have usually their beginning from 
the affections of the mind : therefore you must have 
patience to let me give you an instance, whereby 
you may discern the cause of the distemper, and 
th«n proceed in the cure as follows : 

A fine town-lady was married to a gentleman of 
antient descent in one of the counties of Great Bri- 
tain, who had good-humour to a wcakne;ss, and 
wua that sort of person of whom it is usually said, 
he **1^00 man's enemy but his own; one who had 
loo much tenderness of soul to have any authority 
with I'is wife ; and she loo little sense to give him 
any autliovity, for that reason; his kind wife ob- 
served Jliis teinjier in him, and made proper use of 
it; but, knowing it >vas below a gentlewoman to 
wrangle, she resolved »!poa an expedient to save 
doeoruji . and wear her clear to her point at the 
same time. She tlieiefore took iijion her to govern 
him, l>y falling into tits wlu never she was rejiulsed 
III a "(jjuest, or jcontradicted in a discourse. It was 
a fish-day, when, in tin. midst of her husbands 
good-hlunour at table, site bethought herself to try 
her project; she made signs that she had swallowed 
.1 hone. The man grew pale as ashes, and ran to 
her assistance, calling for drink. “ No, iny dear," 
.saiil ^he, recovering, ‘‘ it is down ; do not be fright- 
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t'nofl.” J'hi> acf'idont I)otraye<l Ms softness wionji’ii, 
TIu noxt <lay aho I'omjjiaincd, a lady^s chaiift!, 
^vUoso hushnnd i\u<i j\ot half hifi estate, had a oruiio- 
«0('k, and wiili twice the air that hers did. He 
answered, ‘‘ IMadain, you know my income ; you 
know T Intve lost two (*oa<*h-iiorses this sprin<^.” — 
down she fell — ‘‘ Hartshorn! IVtly, Susan, Alice, 
throw water in h(;r face.’* With niueh care iind 
pains slic was at last broiip^ht to herself, and tlu' 
vehicle in whicli she visited was anmnded in the* 
nicest manner, to prevent ndapsos; but they IVo- 
qiiently happened durin«: that Imsbainrs whole life, 
which he liad the good fortune to end in a few yeaiS 
after. The disconsolate soon pitclu^d npori a very 
agreeable successor, whom she very ])rudi‘ntly de- 
signed to govern by the. same mctliod. 'I’his man 
knew her littb; arts, and resolv(‘d to break tlirougli 
all tenderness, and be absoliibi master as soon as 
occasion offered. One day it happened, that a cli^- 
course arose about furniture; be was very glad of 
th(j occasion, and fell into an invective against china, 
protesting he would never let five pounds more (»f 
Ills money be laid out that way as long as lu* bn'athcd. 
She immediately fainted — he starts up as amazed, 
and calls for help — the maids run to the closet. He 
chafes her face, bends her forward, and beats tlic 
palms of her hands: her convulsions increase, and 
dowm she tumbles on the floor, wlu*re slie lies ^uiU' 
dead, in spite of what the. whole family, from the 
nursery to the kitchen, could do for her relief. 

While every servant was thus helping or lament- 
ing their mistn'ss, he, fixing his chock to hcr'^, 
seemed to he following in a trance of sorrow; but 
secretly wdiispeis her, “ My dear, this never 
do; what is within my power and fortune, you 
may always command ; but none of your artifices : 
you are quite in other hands than those you passed 
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Ajp|jl(^^^sions uiffen.** This made her almost 
in she pretended; her convulsions 

now (;j|ajm| 9 $cker, nor was she to. be held down. 
The tinAman doubles his care, helps the servants 
to throw water in her face by full quarts ; and when 
the sinking part ^ 'the fit came again, Well, my 
dear,” said he, I Applaud your action, but I must 
t^ my leave of you until you are more sincere 
with me : farewell for ever ; you shall always know 
where to hear of me, and want for nothing/ With 
that he ordered the minds to keep plying her with 
hartshorn, while he wfK?for a physician : he was 
scarce at the stair-hew when she followed, and, 
pulling him into a closet, thanked him for her cure ; 
which was so absolute, that she gave me this relation 
herself, to be communicated for the benefit of all 
the voluntary invalids of her sex. 

St, Jamcii*s Coffee-house, June 1 , 

.^dvices from Brussels of the sixth instant, N. S. 
say) his Highness Priueb Eugene had received a 
letter from Monsieur Torcy, wherein that minister, 
after many expressions of great respect, acquaints 
him, that his master had absolutely refused to sign 
the preliminaries to the treaty which he had, in his 
Majesty’s behalf, consented to at Ae Hague. Upon 
the receipt of this intelligence, the face of things at 
that place was immediately altered, and the neces- 
sary orders were transmitted to the troops (which 
hy most remote from thence) to move towards the 
place of rendezvous with all expedition. The enemy 
seem also to pr^re for the field, and have at pre- 
sent Arawn together twenty*five thousand men in 
the plains of Lenz. Marshal VUiars is at the head 
of those troop^i and has given the generals under 
his command 101' possible assurances, Uiat he will turn 
the fiite of the war to the advantage of )us master 
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They write from the Hajyiic (*f th(r seventh, jjiat 
Monsieur llouille hud received orders from the. 
i/ourt of Fran(’t‘, to sij^nily to the Statcs-Cjonorul, 
and the Ministers of the Hi^li Allies, that the King: 
( uuld not consent to the preliminaries of a treaty of 
])cacc, as it was olKircd t(» him by Monsieur Torev. 
The great difficulty is the business of Spain, on 
which })articular his ininistors .seemed only to say, 
during the treaty, that it was not so immediately 
under their master’s direction, as that he could en- 
gage for its being rcliiicjuished by tlui Duke of An- 
jou: but novv he positively answers, that he eannot 
comply with what his Minister has promised in his 
behalf: even in such })oiuts as are wholly in him- 
self to act in, or not. This has had no otluu* eili'cl 
lhan to give tlui alliance fiv.sh arguments fur biung 
diffident of cngagcincnts entered info by I’rance. 
The Pensioner made a report of all which this Mi- 
jiister had declared to the Deputies of the States - 
Cieiieral, and all things turn towards a vigorous war. 
The Duke of Marlhorough designed to leave the 
Hague within two days, in order to put himself at. 
the head of the army, whicli is to assemble on the 
seventeenth instant between the Seheld and tin? Jas, 
A dei't of eighty sail, laden with corn from tlic Bal- 
tic, is arrived in the TexeJ. ’fhe States havt^ sent 
circular letlcr-s to all the provinces, to notify this 
change of affairs, and animate their subjects to ikjw 
resolutions in defence of their country. 


From my oun Apartment, Man 31. 

The publick is not so little my concern, though I 
am but a student, as that I should not interc'st my- 
self ill the present great things in agitation. I am 
still of opinion the French King will sign the preli- 
minaries. With that view, I have sent liim, by my 
familiar, the following epistle, and admonished hun* 

VOL. I, ii 
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onjpaiii of what I shall say of him to future genera- 
tions, to act with sincerity on this occasion. 

^‘London, May^ 31. 

Isaac Bickerstaff, Ksqnire of Great Britain, 
to Lewis XIV. of France. 

“ The surprising news which arrived this day, of 
your Majesty’s having refused to sign the trc'aty your 
Ministers have in a manner sued for, is wliat gives 
ground to this application to your Majesty, from 
one, whose name, perhaps, is too obscure to ha\(; 
ever rciutlied your territories; but one who, with 
all the Kuropean world, is aft'ected with your deter- 
minations ; therefore, as it is mine and the commoii 
cause of mankind, I presume to expostulate willi 
you on this occasion. , It will, I doubt not, appear 
to the vulgar extravagant, that the actions of a 
miglity Prince should be balanced by the censure* (jf 
a private man, whose ap[)robation or dislike are 
equally contemptible in their eyes, when they re- 
gard the, thrones of sovereigns. But your Majesty 
has shewn, through the whole course of your reign, 
too great a value for liberal arts, to be insensible 
that true fmic lies only in the hands of learned men, 
by whom it is to be transmitted to futurity, with 
murks of honour or reproach to the end of time. 
The date human life is too short to recompense 
tlie cares which attend the most private condition : 
tlienifore it is, that our Mjids are made, as it were, 
too big for it ; and extend themselves in the pros- 
pect of a longer existence, in good fame, and me- 
mory of worthy actions, afior our docc'asc. Tlie 
whole r.iee of men have this passion in some degree 
implanted in their bosoms; which is the strongest 
and noblest incitation to honest al tempts : but the 
base use of the arts of peace, eloquence, poetry, 
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und all the parts of learning, have been possessed by 
souls so unworthy of those faculties, that the names 
and appellations of things have been confounded by 
the labours and writings of prostituted iiicii, wlio 
have stamped a reputation upon su<;b actions as arc 
in thoiuselves the objects of contempt atid disgrace, 
’riiis is that which has misled your Majesty in the 
conduct of your reign, and made that life, which 
niiglit have been tlic most iinitablc, the most to be 
avoided. To this it is, that the great and excellent 
(pialitics, of which your Majesty is master, are lost 
in their application; and your Majesty has been 
carrying on for many years the most cruel tyranny, 
with all the noble mctliods which are used to sup- 
port a just reign. Thus it is, that it avails nothing 
that you arc a bountiful master; that you are so 
generous as to reward even to the unsuccessful with 
honour and riches ; that no laudable action passes 
uure.wardcd in your kingdom ; that you have searched 
all nations for obscure merit : in a word, that you 
arc in your private character endowed witli every 
princely quality ; when all that is subjected to un- 
just and ill-taught ambition, which to tlic injury 
of the world, is gilded by those endowments. How- 
ever, if your Majesty will conclesr(*nd to look info 
your own soul, and consider all its facultiis and 
weaknesses with impartiality; if you will but be 
convinced, that life is supported in you by tlie or- 
dinary methods of food, rest, and sleep ; you will 
then tliink it impossibhj that you could eve*]- be so 
much imposed on, as to have been wrought info a 
bi'lief, that so many thousands of the same make 
with yourself were formed by l^rovidcnee for no 
other end, but by the hazard of their very being to 
extend the conquests and glory of an individual of 
their own species. A very little reflection will con- 
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vince your Majesty, that such cannot be the intent 
of \he Creator; and, if not, what horror must it 
give your Majesty to think of the vast devattations 
your ambition has made among your fellow-crea- 
tures! While the warmth of youth, the fliitUTv of 
crowds, and a continual scries of success and tri- 
uiiiph, indulg(*d your Majesty in this illusion of mind, 
it was loss to be wondered at, that yon proeooded in 
this mistaken pursuit of grandeur; but when age, 
disappointments, public calamities, personal distem- 
])ers, and the reverse of all that makes men forget 
their true being, are fallen upon you : heavens! is it 
possible you can live without remorse? (Jan tlio 
wretciicd man be a tyrant? can grief study torments ? 
caji sorrow be criK'I ? 

Your Majesty will observe, T do not bring 
against you a railing accusation ; but, as >ou are a 
strict prolessor of religion, I beseech your ^Majesty 
to slop the effusion of blood, by receiving the op- 
portunity which presents itself for the preservation 
of your distressed people. Be no longer so iiifatu- 
ated, as to hope for renown from murder and vio- 
lence ; l)ut consider that the great day will come, 
ill which the world and all its glory shall change 
ill a moment; when nature shall sicken, and the 
earth and sea give up their bodies committed to them, 
tn appear before the last tribunal. Will it then, O 
King ! be ‘ui answer for the lives of millions, who 
have fallen by the sword, ‘ Tlioy perished for my 
glory?' Tluit day will come on; and o^e like it is 
iiinnociiately a|;[»roachiiig ; injured nations advance 
towards th(! habitation ; vt,ngeauce has begun its 
luiirrli, which is to l)e diverted only by the peni- 
tence <»f the opjiressor. Awake, 0 Mofiarch, from 
ihy lethargy I disdain the abuses thou bast received; 
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pull down liie statue which calls thee immortal p be 
truly great ; tear thy purple, and pijt on sackcloth. 

“ I am, 

thy generous enemy, 

• Isaac Bick.eustaii\'’ 


N° 24. SATUR DAY, JUNE 4, 1709. 


Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri tst farrago lihellL 

JtTv. Sat. i. 83, 86. 

WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its Ihoine. P. 

Whitens Chocolate House, June 2. 

In my paper of the twenty-eighth of the last month 
I mentioned several characters, wliich want expla- 
nation to the generality of readers : among otliers, I 
spoke of a Pretty Fellow. I have since received a kind 
admonition in a letter, to take care tlnit I do not 
omit to show also what is meant by a Very Pretly 
Fellow; which is to be allowed as a character by 
itself, and a person exalted above the othei* by a ])e- 
culiar sprightliness; as one who, by a distinguishing 
vigour, outstrips his companions, and has thereby 
deserved and obtained a particular ap|)fllation, or 
nick-name of familiarity, Some have this distinc- 
tion from the fair sex, who are so generous as to 
take into their protection such as are laughed at by 
the men, and place them for that reason in degrees 
of favour. 

The chief of this sort is Colonel Brunett, who is 
a man of fashion, because he wdl be so ; andprac- 
r3 
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tiscfe a vetf janty way of behaviour, because he is 
too careless to know when he offends, and too san-^ 
gnine to be mortified if he did know it. Thus the 
Colonel lias met with a^town ready to receive him, 
anil cannot possibly see why he should not make 
use of their favour, and set himself in the first de- 
gree of conversation. Therefore he is very siieccss- 
iully loud among the wits, and familiar among the 
ladies, and dissolute among the rakes : thus he is 
admitted in one place, because he is so in another; 
and every man treats Bruiiett well, not out of his 
partiiMilar esteem for him, but in respect to the opi- 
nion of others. It is to me a solid pleasure to sec 
the world thus mistaken on the good-natured side ; 
for, it is ten to oni' but the Colonel mounts into a 
Oeneral otlicer, marries a fine huly, and is master 
of a good estate, before they come to explain upon 
him. ^Vhat giv(‘s most delight to me in tliis obser- 
vation is, that all this arises from pure nature, and 
the Colonel can account for his success no more than 
those by whom he succeeds. For tlicse causes and 
considi'vations, I ])ronouncc him a true wolnan’s 
man, ai'd in the first degree “ A very pretty Fel- 
low." 

Tlie next to a man of this universal genius is one, 
who is peculiarly formed for the service of the la- 
dies, and bis merit is chiefly to be of no consequence. 
1 am, indeed, a little in doubt, whether he ought 
not rather to be called a very Happy, than a very 
Pretty Fellow? for he is admitted at all hours; all 
he says or docs, which would offend in another, are 
passed over in him ; and all actions and speeches 
which please, doubly please if they come from him : 
no one wonders or takes notice when he is wrong ; 
but dl admire him when he is in the right. By the 
wayl^jj. is fit to remark, that there arc people of 
feettwi sense than these, who endeavour at this cha- 
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ractor; but they arc out of nature; an^r^iQUj’h 
with some industry, they get the character of fools, 
they cannot arrive to he xcr//, seldom to be merely 
‘‘ Pretty I'ellows/' But, where nature has formed 
a person for this, station amongst men, ho is gifted 
with a peculiar genius for success, and his very 
(‘rrors and absurdities contribute to it; this felicity 
attending him to his life's end : for, it being in a 
manner necessary that he should he of no conse- 
(juence, he is us well in old ago as youth ; and 1 
know a inuri, uhosc son has been sonic years a 

ihetty Fellow,” who is himself at this hour a vj:ry 
Pretty Fellow. 

One must move tenderly in this place; for we 
are now in the ladies lodgings, anil s])eaking of 
such as are supported by their inlhu‘ncc and lavour ; 
against which there is not, neither ougliL there to 
be, any dispute or observation : but when we come 
into more free air, one may talk a little more at 
large. 

Give me leave then to mention three, whom 1 do 
not doubt but we shall see make considerable figures; 
and these arc such as for their Baccliaualian per- 
formances must be ad mi I ted into this oider. They 
arc three brotliers lately landed from Holland: as 
yet, indeed, they have not made their public entry, 
but lodgi? and converse at Wapping. They have 
merited already on the w ater-side particular titles ; 
^the first is called Hogshead; the second, Culveiin; 
and the third, Miisquet. This fraternity is prepa- 
ring for our end of the town by their ability in the 
exercises of Bacchus, and measure their rime and 
merit by liquid w’cight, and power of drinking. 
Hogshead is a prettier fellow than Cuivcrin, by two 
quarts; and Culverin than Musquet, by a full pint. 
It is to be feared Hogshead is so often too full, and 
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(yuKrerin overloaded, that Musquet will be the only 
lasting Very Pretty Pellow of the three, 

A third sort of this denomination is such as, by 
very darinj^ adventures in love, have purcliased to 
themselves renown and new names; as Jo Carry, 
for his excessive strength and vigour; Tom Dry- 
bones, for his generous loss of youth and health; 
and Cancruni, for his meritorious rottenness. 

These great and leading spirits are j)ro))oscd to all 
such of our British youth as would arrive at perfec- 
tion in these different kinds ; and if their parts and 
accomplishments were well imitated, it is not doubted 
but that our nation would soon excel all others in 
wit and arts, as they already do in arms. 

■ N.B. The gentleman who stole Betty Pepin*^ may 
own it, for he is allowed to be very Pretty 
Fellow.’^ 

But wc must proceed to the explanation of other 
terras in our writings. 

To know what a Toast is in the country gives as 
much perplexity as she herself does in town : and 
indeed the learned differ very much upon the ori- 
ginal of ♦his word, and the acceptation of it among 
the moderns : however, it is by all agreed to have 
a joyous and cheerful pntport. A toast, in a cold 
morning, heightened by nutmeg, and sweetened 
witli sugar has for many ageys been given to our 
niral dispensers of justice, before they entered upon 
causes, and has been of great and politic use to take 
off the severity of their sentences ; but has, indeed, 
been rcmaikablc for one ill effect, that it inclines 
those who use it immoderately to speak Latin ; to 
the admiration rather, than information of an audi- 

* The kept mistress of a knight of the shire near Brentford, 
who softondered his estate on women, and in contested elec- 
tions, 
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t>nce. Tliis application of a toast .makes it very 
obvious, that the word may, witliout, a meta|4ior, 
be understood as an apt name for a thing which 
raises us in the most sovoreign degree : but many 
of* the wits of* the last age will assort, fliat the word, 
in its present sense, was known among tfiem in 
their youth, and had its rise from an accident at 
the town of Bath, in tlie rcigii of King Charles the 
Second. 


It linp])eiiod that, on a public day, a celebrated 
Beauty of those times was in the ('ross Bath, and 
one of the crowd of her admirers took a glass of 
the water in which the fair one stood, and drank 
her health to the company, lliere was in the 
place a gay fellow half fuddled, who offered to 
jump in, and swore, though he liked not the liquor, 
he would have the toast. He was opposed in his 
resolution; yet this whim gave foundatiem to the 
])rcsent honour which is done to the lady we men- 
tion in our liquors ; who has ever since been called 
a I’oast, 

Though this institution had so trivial a beginning, 
it is now elevated into a formal order; and that, 
happy virgin, who is received and drunk to at their 
meetings, has no more to do in this life but to 
judge and accept of the first good offer. Th^^ man- 
ner of her inauguration is much like that of the* 
choice of a Doge in Venice; it is performed by bal- 
loting ; and when she is so chosen, she reigns in- 
disputably for that ensuing year; but must be elected 
a-new to prolong her empire a moment beyond it. 
When she is regularly chosen, her name, is written 
with a diamond on a driiikiiig-gluss*^. The hieio- 


* It was the ffcliinn of the time, to inscribe verses Ihus to the 
reigning beaut ie.'i. Several of these sprightly productions, “on 
the toasting>gia*'Scs of the Kit-cat Club,'’ by the Lords Halifax, 
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glyphic of the diamond is to shew Iier, tliat her va- 
lue is imaginary • and that of tlic glass to acquaint 
her .that her condition is frail, and depends on the 
hand which holds her. This wise design admo- 
nishes her, neitlicr to over-rate or depreciate her 
diarins; as well considering and applying, that it 
is perfectly according to the humour and taste of the 
company, whetlior tlie toast is eaten, or left as an 
offal. 

The foremost of the whole rank of toasts, and the 
most indisputed in their present empire, arc Mrs. 
Gatty and Mrs. Frontlet: the first an agn'cablo, 
the second an awful beauty. These ladies are j)er- 
fect friends, out of a knowledge, that tlieir perfec- 
tions are too different to stand in competition, lit* 
that likes Catty can have no relish for so solemn a 
creature as Frontlet; and an admirer of Frontlet 
will call Catty a maypole girl : Catty for ever smihis 
upon you; and Frontlet disdains to see you smile. 
Catty’s love is a shining cpiiek flame ; Frontlet's, a 
slow wasting tire. Gatty like the man that diverts 
lier; Frontlet, him who adores her. Catty always 
improves the soil in which she travels ; Frontlet lays 
waste the country, Gatty do(;s not only smile, but 
laughs at her lover ; Frontlet not only looks serious, 
but frown' at liim. All the men of wit (and cox- 
» ombs their followers) a»c professed servants of 
Catty; th.- politicians and pretenders give solemn 
worship to r'roiitlot. Their reign will be best jurlged 
of by its duration. Frontlet will never be chosen 
more ; and Catty is a toast for life. 


Wliartuii, Lansduwne, aud Carhury, by Mr. Maynwaring;, 
and othrr poetical nicinbers of that ingniioii^ society, may be 
seen in .Nichols's Select Collection of Miscellany Poems,” 
vol. y. pp. 168—178,276. 
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St. Jamchs Cofi'cc-houscf June 3. 

Letters from Hamburgh of tho seventh instant, 
N. S. inform us, that no art or cost is omitted to 
make the stay of his Danish Majesty at Dresden 
agreeable : but there ai*e various speculations upon 
the interview between King AiigUwStus and that 
Ihince, many putting politic constructions upon his 
Danish Majesty’s arrival at a time when his troops 
arc marching out nf Hungaiy, with orders to pass 
tlirongh Saxony, where it is given out, that they are 
to be recruited. It is said also, that several Polish 
senators have invited King Augustus to return into 
Iceland. Tlis Majesty of Sweden, according to tlie 
same advices, has passed the Nieper without any 
o[i])osition from the Aluseovites, and advices witli all 
possible expedition towards \V)lhinia, wluTe he pro- 
poses (0 join King Stanislaus and fuMieral Crass au. 

VVe hear from Bern of the first instant, N. S. that 
there is not a province in France, from whence the 
C’onrt is Jiot apprehensive of receiving accounts of 
public emotions, occasioned by the want of corn, 
'fhe general diet of the tliirh'cri cantons is assembled 
at Baden, but have not yet entered npou business ; 
so that the affair of Tockenburgh is yet at a stand. 

Letters from the Hague, dated the eleventh in- 
stant, N. S. advise, that Monsieur Rouille having 
acquainted tlie. Ministers of the allies, tl’.at his 
master had refused to ratify the preliminaries of a 
treaty adjusted witli Monsieur Torey, set out for 
Paris on Sunday morning. The same day the fo- 
reign Ministers met a committee of llie StJitcs-Ge- 
ncral, where Monsieur Van Hessen oj)cned the bu- 
siness upon which they were assembled, and in a 
very warm discourse laid before them the conduct 
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of JFrance in the late negociatioiis, representing 
the abject manner in which she liad laid open her 
own distresses, that reduced her to a compliance 
with the demands of all the allies, and licr meanness 
in receding from tlmse points to which Monsieur 
Torcy had consented. The respective Ministers of 
each potentate of the alliance severally expressed 
their resentment of the faithless behaviour of the 
French, and gave each other mutual assurances of 
the constancy and resolution of their principals, to 
proceed with the utmost vigour against the common 
enemy. His Grace the Duke of Marlborough set 
out IVoni the Hague on the ninth in the afternoon, 
and lay that night at Rotterdam ; from wlumce, af 
four flic next morning, he proceeded towju-ds Ant- 
werp, with a design to roach Ghent the next day. 
All the troops in the Low (kmntrics arc iii motion 
towards th(‘ general rendezvous belween the Seh(‘ld 
and the Lis; the whole anny will be formed on the 
twelfth instant; and it is said, that on the fourteenth 
they w'ill advance towards the enemy’s country. 
In the mean time the Marshal de Villars has assem- 
bl(*d tlie French forces between Lens, l.a liassce, 
and Decay. 

Yesterday morning sir .lohn Norris, wath the squa- 
dron under his command, sailed from the Downs for 
Holland. 


i’/ ow my ou'fi Apartment, Jime, 3. 

I have the honour of the following letter from a 
gcntleinan wliom I receive into my family, and or- 
der the lieraJds at arms to earoll him accordingly : 

Mr. Bickerstaff, 

I’hough you have excluded me the honour of 
yor family , yet I have ventured to correspond witli 
the same great persons as yourself, and have wrote 
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tliis post to the King of France; tljoug;h I am i^a 
manner unknown in his country, and have not been 
seen there these many months : 


TO LEWIS LE GRAM). 

Thoujrli in }'our Country I'm unknown, 

Yrt, Sir, 1 must advue you; 

Of lute so poor and mean yon ’re grown, 

That all the world despise you. 

Here vermin cat your Majesty, 

There meagre subjects stand unfed ! 

What surer signs of poverty, 

Thau many lice and little bread? 

Then, Sir, the present minute chuse; 

Our armies are advanced : 

Tlio-e terms you at the Hague refuse. 

At l^lr^s v.oii't be granted. 

Consider this, and Dunkirk raze. 

And Anna's title own; 

£ioiid one pretender out to graze, 

And call the other home, 

‘‘ Your humble servant, 

Bukal) Tin: Stafi- of Lifl/' 


3 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 1709. 


Quicquid ngunt homines 

, nostri eat farrago libclli. 

Jvv. i. Hlf, S(i. 

"Wliate'cr mcii <io, or say , or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-^house^ June 6. 

A Lkttf.r froii^ a young lady, writ! ou in the most 
jKissionalc t(3rms, wliereinsho laments' the misfortune 
of a g(?rillcnran, her lover, who was lately wounded 
in a duel, has turned my thoughts to that subject, 
and inclined me to examine into the causes which 
precipitate men into so fatal a tblly. And as it has 
been proposed to treat of subjects of gallantry in 
the article from hence, and no one point in natme is 
more proper to be considered by the company who 
frequo'il this plac(i than that of duels, it is \vorth our 
consideration to examine into this chimerical ground- 
less humour, and to lay every other thought aside, 
until w'o have stripped it of all its false pretences to 
credit and reputation amongst iiieii. 

But 1 must confess, when I consider what I am 
going about, and run over in my imagination all 
the endless crowd of men of honour who will be 
off ended at such a discourse ; 1 am undertaking, 
methinks, a work worthy an invulnerable hero in 
romance, rather than a private gc'ntleman with a 
single rapier : but as I am pretty well acquainted, 
by great opportunities, with the nature of man, and 
know of a truth that all men fight against their 
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will, the danger vanishes, and resolution rises upon 
this subject. For this reason, 1 shall talk very ire^y 
on a custom which all men wish c.^lodcd, though no 
iiiim has courage enough to resist it. 

}3ut there is one unintelligible word, wbicli 1 fear 
will extremely perplex my dissertation, and I confess 
to you 1 find very hard to explain; wliich is the term 
“ satisfaction.” An honest country gentleman had 
the misfortune to fall into company witli two or three 
modern men of honour, where he happi ried to be very 
ill treated ; and ono.of the company, being conscious 
of his offence, sends a note to him in the morning, 
and tells him, he was ready to give him sat isj act ion, 
“ 7’his is fine doing,” says the plain fellovv ; “last 
night he scut me away cui^cdly ou| of humour, and 
this morning he fancies it would be a satisfaction to 
be run througli the body.*' 

As the matter at present stands, it is not to do 
Iiandsomc actions denominates a man of honour; it 
is enough if he dares to defend ill ones. Thus you 
often see a common shai'pcr in competition with a 
gentleman of the first rank: though all mankind is 
convinced, that a fighting gamester is only a pick- 
pocket with the courage of an higlnvayman. One 
cannot with any patience reflect on the unaccount- 
able jumble of persons and things in this town and 
nation; which occasions very frajurntly, that a 
brave man falls by a band below that of a common 
hangman, and yet his executioner escapes tlio 
clutches of the hangman for doing it. 1 shall there- 
fore hereafter consider, how the bravest men in 
other ages and nations have behaved themselves 
upon snch incidents as wc decide by combat; and 
show, from their \)ractice, that this resentment nei- 
ther has its foundation from true reason or solid 
fame; but is an imposture, made of cowardice. 
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falsehood, and want of understanding. For this 
work, a good history of quarrels would be very 
edifying to the public; and 1 apply myself to the 
town for particulars and circumstances w'ithin their 
knowledge, which may serve to embellish the dis- 
sertation with proper cuts. Most of the quarrels I 
liave ever known, have proceeded from some valiant 
coxcomb’s persisting in the wrong, to defend some 
prevailing folly, and preserve himself from the inge- 
nuousness of ins own mistake. 

By this means it is ralh»d “ giving a man satisfac- 
tion,” to urge your oflence against him with your 
sword; whicli puts me in mind of Peter's to the 
keeper, in tlie. Talc of a Tub; if you neglect to do 
all this, damn you and your generation for ever ; and 
so we bid you heartily farewell." If the contradic- 
tion in the very terms of one of our challenges were 
as well explained and turned into downright English, 
would it not run after this manner f 


“ Sir, 

“ Your extraordinary bclmviour last night, and the 
liberty you were pleased to take with me, makes me 
this morning give you this, to tell you, because you 
arc an ill-bred puppy, I wall meet you in Hyde park 
an hour hence ; and because you w^ant both breeding 
and humanity, I desire you woidd come with a pistol 
ill your hand, on horseback, and endeavour to shoot 
me through the head, to teach you more manners. If 
you fail of doing me this pl(*a6urc, I shall say you are 
11 rascal on every post in town : and so, Sir, if you 
will not in]ure me more, 1 shall never forgive what 
you have done already. Pray, Sir, do not fail of 
getting every thing ready; and you will infinitely 
oblige, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, &c/’ 



From my oxm Apartment, J unc G. 

Among the manycmployments 1 iimneccssarily piif 
upon by my friends, that of giving advice is tlie most 
unwelcome to mo ; and indec‘d, 1 am forced to nse a 
little art in tli« matter; for, some ])(*ople will ask coun- 
sel of you, when they have already acted w^hat they 
tell you is still under deliberation. 1 had almost lost 
a very good Iriend the otlier day, who came to know 
“ how I liked his design to marry such a lady?" I 
answered, lly no means; and I must be positive 
against it, for very solid reasons, which arc not prt^- 
per to communicate." ** Not proper to be communi- 
cated!" said he, with a giave air; ** I will know the 
bottom of this." I saw him moved, and knew from 
thence he was already determined ; therefore evaded 
it by saying, “ To tell you the truth, dear Frank, of 
all women living, T would have her myself." “ Isaac, 
said lie, “ tliou art too late, for wc have been both 
one these two months." 

I learned this caution by a gentleman’s consulting 
me formerly about his sou. He railed at his damned 
extravagance, and told me, “ in a very little time he 
would beggar him by the exorbitant bills which came 
from Oxford every quarter." Make the rogue bite 
upon the bridle,” said I ; pay none of his bills ; it 
will but encourage him to further trespasses." Ho 
looked plaguy sour at me. Ilis son soon after sent 
up a paper of verses, forsooth, in print, on the last 
public occasion ; upon which, ho is convinced the 
boy has parts, and a lad of spirit is not to be too 
much cramped in his maintenance, lest he take ill 
courses. Neither father nor son can ever since en- 
dure the sight of me. 
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I'liesc sort of people ask opinions only out of the 
fulness of their heart on the subject of their per- 
plexity, and not from a desire of inform^ation. 

There is nothing so easy as to find out which 
opinion the man in doubt has a mind to ; therefore 
the sure way is to tell him, that is certainly to bo 
chosen. Then you are to bo very clear and positive; 
leave no handle for scruple. Bless me ! Sir, tlicre 
is no room for a question!** This rivets you into his 
heart; for you at once applaud his wisdom, and 
gratify his inclination. However, I had too much 
bowels to be insincere to a man who came yesterday 
to know of me, with wliich, of two eminent men 
in I ho city, he should place his sou? Their names 
are Paulo and Avaro. This gave me much d(‘batc 
with mys(‘lf; because not only the fortune of tlui 
youth, but his virtue also, dependoth upon this 
choice. The men arc ccpially wealthy; but they 
diflor ill the use and applicatioii of their riches, 
which you immediately see upon entering their 
doors. 

The liabitation of Paulo has at once the air of a 
nobleman and a merchant. Ycui sec the servants 
act wit!i affection to their master, and satisfaction 
in theins .lives ; the master meets you with an open 
countenance, full of be nevolence and integrity ; your 
business is dispatched with that confidciice and wel- 
come winch always actumipany honest minds. His 
table is the image of plenty and generosity, sup- 
ported by justice and frugality. After we had dined 
here, our affair was to visit Avaro. ^ Out comes an 
awkward fellow, with a careful countenance ; “ Sir, 
would you s])cak with my master? may 1 crave your 
name?” After the first preamble, he leads us into 
k noble solitude, a great house that seemed unin- 
habited ; but from the ■ end of the spacious hall 



moves towards us Avaro, with a suspicious asptict, 
as if he had believed us thieves; and, as# for 
iny })art, 1 aj)proachcd him as if 1 knew him a 
cut-purse. We fell info discourse of his noble 
dw(?iling and the great estate all the world know 
J)o had to enjoy in it; and i, to plague him, began 
t(» eoiiinu nd 1 kudo’s wav of living. “ Paulo,’’ an- 
swered Avaio, is a very good man ; but we, who 
luivo smaller estates, must cut onr coats according to 
our cloth.” “ Nay,” says I, “ every man knows 
his own circumstances best; you are in the right, if 
you have not wherewitha.” He looked very sour; 
for it is, yon must know, the utmost vanity of a 
mean-spirited lieh man to be contradicted when he 
calls himself poor: but I resolved to vex him, by 
consenting to all ho said ; the mean design of which 
was, that he would have us find out, he was one 
of the wealthiest men in London, and lived like a 
beggar. Wo left Inm, and took a turn on the 
Exchange. My friend was ravished with Avaro. 
“ 'riiis,” said he, “ is certainly a sure man.” 1 
contradicted him with much warmth, and summed 
lip their diili'rcnt characters as well as I could. 
“ This Paulo,” said I, “ giows wealthy by being a 
common good; Avaro, by lieing a general evil: 
Paulo has the art, Avaro (he craft of trade. When 
Paulo gains, all men he deals w^ith are the better; 
wliencvcr Avaro profits, another certainly loses. In 
a word, Panic is a citizen, and Avaro a cit.” I con- 
vini'ed my friend, and carried the youWg gentleman 
the next day to Paulo, where he will irarn the way 
both to gain and enjoy a good fortune. And though 
J cannot say 1 have, by keeping vhim from Avaro, 
saved him from the gallow^s, I have previ nted his 
deserving it every day he lives : for with Paulo he 
will be an lionest man, wiUiout being so for fear of 
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tlio law ; ats with Avaro he would have been a vil- 
lain within the protection of it. 

St, James's Coffee^hovscy June 6. 

\Vc hoar from Vioima of the hist instant, that 
Baron Iiiiliolf, who attended her Catholic Majesty 
with the character of Envoy from the Duke of Wol- 
fcmbuttel, w^as returned tlullu‘r. That Minister 
brought an account, that Major-general Stanhope, 
with the tvoo])s which embarked at Naples, was 
returned to Barcelona. We hear from Berlin, by 
advices of the eighth instant, that his Prussian 
Majesty had received an account from his Minister at 
Dresden, that tlic King of Denmark desired to meet 
his Majesty at Magdeburg. The King of Prussia has 
sent for ao.swcr, that his present indisposition will 
not admit of so great a journey; but has sent thl^ 
King a very pressing invitation to come to Berlin oi’ 
Potsdam. * These advices say, that the Minister of 
the King of Sweden has produced a letter from his 
master to the King of Poland, dated from Botizau 
the thirtieth of March, O. S. wherein he acquaints 
him, that he has been successful against the Mus- 
covites in all the actions which have happened since 
his marcli into their country. Great numbers have 
nwolted to the Swedes since General Mazeppa went 
over to that side ; and as many as have done so have 
taken sol-, mn oaths to adhere to the interests of his 
Swedish Majesty. 

Advices from flie Hague of the fourteenth instant, 
N. S. say, that ^1 things tended to a vigorous and 
active campaign; the allies having strong resent- 
ments against the late behaviour of the Court of 
France ; and the French using all possible endea- 
vours to animate their men to defend their country 
against a victorious and exasperated enemy.' Mon- 
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sicur Rouillc had passed through Brussels without 
visiting either the Duke of Marlborough or Piiince 
Kugcne, who were both there at that time. 'Fhe 
States have met, and publicly declared their satisfac- 
tion in the conduct of their Deputies during the wliolo 
treaty. Letters from France say, lliat the Court is 
resolved to put all to the issue of the ensuing cam- 
paign. In the mean lime, they have ordered the pre- 
liminary treaty to be published, with observations 
upon each article, in order to rpiiet tlie minds of the 
jieoplc, and persuade them, that it has not been in 
the power of the King to procure a ])eiicc, but to the 
diminution of his Majesty’s glory, and the hazard of 
his dominions. Ilis Grace the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene arrived at Ghent on Wednesday 
last, where, at an assembly of the General ofheers, it 
was thought proper, by reason of the great rains 
which had lately fallen, to d(*fer forming a camp, or 
bringing the troops together; but, as soon as the 
weather would permit, to march upon the enemy 
with all expedition. 


N” 2f). THURSDAY, .lUNE 9, 1709. 


QuUqnid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago Hhelli. 

Juv. Silt. i. >S.‘^ S(f. 

Wliate’er men dn, or say, or think, or dream. 

Oar motley paper beiz»*3 for its theme. P. 

From 7711/ ou'H .ipui’tiucnt, %Janv fcJ. 

I HAVE reatl the following letter with delight and 
approbation, and [ hereby order Mr. Kidnty at St. 
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Jumes’s, and Sir Thomas at White's (who are my 
clerils for enroiiiig all men in their different classes, 
before they presume to drink tea or chocolate in those 
places), to take care that the persons within the 
descriptions in the latter be admitted and excluded, 
according to iny friend’s remonstrance. 

Sir, June G, 1709. 

“ Your paper of Saturday has raised up in me a 
noble emulation to be recorded in the foremost rank 
of worthies therein mentioned: if any regard be 
had to merit or inrhistry, 1 may hope to succeed in 
the promotion ; for 1 have omitted no toil or expence 
to b(i a proficient ; and if my friends do not flatter, 
they assure me 1 have not lost my time since I came 
to town. To enumerate but a few particulars. Tlu're 
is hardly a coacliman 1 meet with, but desires to be 
C3xcused taking mo, because he had me before. I 
have' compoinulcd two or three rapes ; and let out 
to hire as many bastards to beggars. I never saw 
above the first act of a j)lay*; and as to my courage, 
it is wfell known 1 have more than once had sufficient 
witness of my drawing my sword both in tavern and 
play-ho.iso. Doctor AVallf is my particular friend; 
and if if were any service to the public to compose 
the diih’rciice b(;twocu Martinf and Sintilaerf the 
J^'a^l-drill(*^t 1 do not know a judge of more ex- 
perience Jiaii myself; for in that I may say, w'ith 
the poet, 

rrgio in villa nostri non plena laboris? 

'VVhat street resounds not with my great exploits?** 

* At thnt time, it seems as if the money was returned to 
such as withdrew at the end of the first act. 

tThree practitioners in physic or surgery of some note at 
this time for curing diseases contracted by debauchery, 
t A term, rendered unintelligible by time. 
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I omit other less particulars, the necessary conse- 
quence of greater actions. But my reason for dou- 
bling you at this present is, to put a stoj^, if it may 
be, to an insinuating increasing Set of people, who, 
sticking to the letter of your treatise, and not to the 
spirit of it, do assume the name of “ Pretty F(’l- 
lows nay, and oven get now names, as you vt'iy 
well hint. Some of them I have hoard calling to one 
uiiotlior as I have sat at White’s and St. James’s, by 
the names of Betty, Nelly, and so ibrth. You sec 
llicni accost each other witli efieiiiinate airs: they 
liavc their signs and tokens like freemasons. They 
rail at woman-kind; receive visits on their beds 
ill gowns, and do a thousand other unintelligible 
prettinesses tliatl cannot tell wliat to make of. I 
therefore lieartily desire you would exclude all this 
sort of animals. 

“ There is another matter 1 foresee an ill conse- 
quence from, that may be timely prevented by pm- 
deuce; which is, that for the last fortnight prodi- 
gious shoals of volunteers have gone over to bully tlie 
French, iqion hearing the peace was just signing ; 
and this is so true, that 1 can assure yon, all ingross- 
ing work about the Temple is risen above threii 
shillings in the pouinl for want of hands, Nov/ as it 
is possible, some little alteration of affairs may luiv(‘. 
broken their measines, and that tli(;y wnll post back 
again, I am under the last apprehension, that these 
will, at their return, all set up for “ Pretty Fellows,” 
and thereby confound all merit and service, and im- 
pose on us some new alteration in our night-cap wigs 
and pockets, unless you can provide a particular class 
for them. I cannot apply myself better than to you, 
and I am sure I speak the mind of a very great 
number, as deserving as myself.’* 
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TJhe pretensions of this correspondent are worthy a 
particular distinction; he cannot, indeed, be admitted 
as a ‘‘ Pretty/* but is what w^e more justly call a 
Sdiart Feflow.’* Never to pay at tlie play-house 
is an act of frugality that lets you into his character ; 
and his cxpeclicnt in sending his children begging 
before they can go, are charaeteristical instances that 
he belongs to this class. I noAcr saw the gentle- 
man; but I know by his letter, he hangs his cane to . 
his button; and by some lines of it lie should wear 
rcd-heelcd shoes; which are essential parts of the 
habit belonging to the order of “ Smart Fellows." 

My familiar is returned w'ith the following letter 
from the French king. 


Versailles, June 3, 1709. 

Lrwis XIV. to Isaac Bickekstaif, Esq. 

“ Sir, 

I liave your epistle, and must take tlie liberty to 
say, th.it there has been a time, when there were 
gcueroui* spirits in Great Britain, who would not 
have su tiered my name to be treated witli the fami- 
liarity you think fit to use. I thought liberal men 
would ii‘. I be such time servers, as to fall upon a 
man because his friends are not in power. But, 
having some concern for what you may commit to 
posterity concerning me, t am willing to keep terms 
with you, and make a request to you, which is, that 
you would giro my service to the nineteenth cen- 
tury (if ever you or yours reach them), and tell them, 
that T have settled all matters between them and me 
By Monsieur Boileau, I should be glad to see you 
here." 
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It is vciy odd, this prince should offer to iiy itc 
me into his dominions, or believe I shoidd accept 
the invitation. No, no, I remember too well how 
ho served aii ingenious geutlermui a friend of mine, 
whom he locked up -in the Bastile for no reason in 
the world, but because he was a wit, and feared lie 
might mention him willi justice in some of his 
writings. His way is, that all men of sense arc pre- 
ferred, banished, or imprisoned. He has indeetl a 
sort of justice in him, like that of the gamesters ; 
for if a stander-by sees one at jdiiy cheat, he has a 
right to come in for shares, as knowing the mysteries 
of tlie game 

'I'his is a very wise and just maxim ; and if I have 
not left at Mr. iVlorphew’s, directed to mo, bank 
bills for I wo hundred pounds, on or before this day 
seveniiiglit, 1 shall tell how Tom Cash go! his 
estate. 1 ex[)ect three hundred pounds of Mr. 
Soiletl, for coneoaling all the money he has lent to 
himself, and his landt‘d friend bound with him at 
thirty per cviiL at his scriviner’s. Absolute princes 
make people pay w hat. they please in deference tii 
their power : 1 do not know why I should not do 
the same, out of fear or resficet to my knowledge. 
1 always preserve decorums and civilities to the fair 
sex ; therefore, if a cc rtain lady, who h ft her 
coach at the New Exchange door in the Strand, 
and whip! down Durham-yard into a boat with a 
younc: gentleman for Vauxhall t ; I say, if she will 
send me word, that I may give the fan which she 
dropprd, and I found, to my sister .Icnny, there 
shall be no more said of it. I expect liusli-money 
to be regularly sent for every folly or vice any one 

» Sir .Tohn Vanhrugli, w'ho wasonrr confined in the liastiic, 
is probably the person here alluded to. 

+ lathe Original Folio it is Fox-hall.^* 

. VOL. I. T 
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commits in this whole town ; and hope, I may pre- 
tend to desen^e it better tlian a chamber-maid or a 
i^alet (Ic chamhrc ; Aey only whisper it to the little 
set of their companions ; but I can tell it to all men 
living, or who are to live. Therefore 1 desire all 
my readers to pay their fines> or mend their lives. 

lVhitc*s Chocolate-housey June 8. 

My familiar being come from France, witli an 
answ(3r to my letter to 'Lewis of that kingdom, in- 
stead of going oil in a discourse of what he had seen 
in that court, he put on the immediate concern of a 
guardian, and fell to inquiring into my thoughts 
and adventures, since his journey. As short as his 
stay had been, I confessed I had had many occasions 
for his assistance in iny conduct; but communicated 
to liiin my thoughts of putting all my force against 
the horrid and senseless custom of duels. “ Tf it 
were possible,’' said he, “ to laugh at things in 
tliemsclvcs so deeply trjigical as the impertinent pro- 
fusion of human life, I think 1 could divert you with 
a tigiire I saw just after my death, when the philo- 
sopher threw mo, as I told you some days ago, into 
the pa’l of water. 

“ You are to know that, when men leave the 
body, there arc reccplacles for them as soon as they 
depart, according to the manner in which they lived 
and died. At the very instant 1 was killed, there 
came away with me a spirit which had lost his body 
in a duel. Wc wore both examined. Me the 
whole assembly looked at with kindness and pity, 
but at the same time with an air of welcome and 
consolation: they pronounced me veiy happy, 
who had died in innocence; and told me, ‘ a 
quite difterent place was allotted to me, thah that 
which was appointed for my companion; there 
being a great distance from the mansions of fools 
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and innocents; though at the same time, said^nc 
of the ghosts, there is a great Stffinitji between an 
idiot who has been so for a long life, and a child 
who departs before maturity. But this gontlcinan 
wlio has arrived with you is a fool of his own 
making, is ignorant out of clioiee, and will fare ac- 
cordingly.' Tlie assembly began to H»jck about him, 
and one said to him, ‘ Sir, 1 observed you came in 
through the gate of persons murdered, and I desire 
to know what brought you to your untimely end V 
lie said, ‘ he had been ‘‘ a Second”.' Socrates 
(who may be said to have been murdered by the 
commonwealth of Atlums) stood by, and be gan to 
draw near him, in order, after his manner, to lead 
him into a sense of his error by concessions in his 
own discourse. ‘ Sir, said that divine and .amicable 
spirit, what was the quarrel?' He answerer I, ‘ \Vc 
shall know very suddenly, when the ])vineipal in the 
business comes, for he was desperately wounded 
before I fell.' ‘ Sir,’ said tlie sage, ‘ bad you an 
estate?' ‘ Yes, Sir,’ the new guest answered, ‘ 1 
have left it in a very good condition, and made my 
will the night before this occasion.' ‘ Did you read 
it before you signed it?’ ‘ Yes, sure, Sir,’ said the 
new comer. Socrat(‘S replies, * Could a man. that 
would not give his estate Without reading tlie in- 
stnimciit, dispose of his life without asking a ques- 
tion ?* That illustrious shade turned from liiin, and a 
crowd of impertinent goblins, who had been drolls 
and parasites in their life-time, and were knocked 
on the head for their sauciuess, came about jjiy 
fellow-traveller, and made themselves very merry 
with questions about the words Cart and Titrcc^ and 
other terms of fencers. But his thoughts began to 
settle into reflection upon the adventure wliich had 
robbed him of his late being : and with a wretched 
T 2 
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sigh, said he, How terrible arc conviction and guilt, 
wli&i they conic too late for penitence !” 

Pacolct was going on in this sti ain, but he reco- 
vered from it, and told me, it was too soon to 
give my discourse on this subject so serious a turn; 
you have cliiefly to do with that part of mankind 
which must he led into reflection by degrees, and 
you must treat this custom with humour and raillery 
to got an audience, before you come to pronounce 
sentence upon it. 'fherc is foiuHhition enough for 
raising sucji entertainments, from the practice on 
this occasion. Do not you know that often a man 
is called out of bed to follow implicitly a coxcomb 
(with whom he would not keep company on any 
other occasion) to ruin and death? — Then a good 
list of such as arc qualified by the laws of these iin- 
courteous men of chivalry to (Miter into combat 
(who arc oftcni persons of honour without common 
honesty); these, 1 say, ranged and drawn up in 
their proper order, would give an aversion in doing 
any thing in common with such as men laugh at 
and contemn. But to go through this work, you 
must not let your thoughts vary, or make excur- 
sions from your theme : consider, at the same tim(^, 
that the matter has been often treated by the ublcsf 
and greatest writers : yet that must not discourage 
you : for the properest person to handle it is one. 
wlio ha', roved into mixed conversations, and must 
have opportunities (which 1 shall give you) of seeing 
these .sort of hi th( ir pkasures and gratifications, 
among wliich^Pnfey pretend to reckon fighting. If, 
w'as pleasantly enough s.iid of a bully in France, 
will'll duels first began tv; 1^ punished : The Tving 
has taken away gaming and stage-playing, and now 
finding too; how docs he expect gentlemen shall 
divert themselvos ?” 
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Qinci/uid aguni homines 

nostri cst farrago lih( lit, 

, Jl'v. Sat. i. S5,S(>. 

■Whalc’er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for. its theme. P. 

Whitt's Chocolate-house, June 9. 

Pacolkt being gone a-strolling among the men of 
llie sword, in order to find out the secret causes of 
the frct|uent disputes we meet with, and furnish me 
with materials for my treatise on duelling: I have 
room loft to go on in my information to my country 
readers, whereby they may understand the bright 
people whose memoirs I have taken upon me to 
write. But In my discourse of the twenty-eighth of 
the last month, 1 omitted to mention the most agree- 
able of all bad characters, and that is, a Rake. 

A Rake is a man always to be pitied ; and, if he 
lives, is one day certainly reclaimed ; for his faults 
proceed not from choice or inclination, but from 
strong passions and appetites, which arc in youth 
too violent for the curb of reason, good sense, good 
manners, and good-nature: all which he must have 
by nature and education, before he can be allowed 
to be, or to have been of this order. He is a poor 
unwieldy wretch, that Commits faults out of the re- 
dundance of his good qualities. His pity and com- 
passion make him sometimes a bubble to all his 
fellows, let them be never so much below him in 
understanding. Ills desires run away with him 

T 3 
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thro^jf^h the strcni^th and force of a lively imafrinu- 
tion, which Imrrics him on to unlawful pleasures, 
before reason has power to come into his rescue. 
Thus, with all the good intentions in the \v(irld to 
amoiifliiK nt, this creature sins on against Heaven, 
himself, his friends, and his country, who ell call 
for a better use of bis talents. There is not a being 
under the sun so miserable as this ; he goes on in a 
jiursuit he himself disapproves, and has no enjoy- 
ment but what is followed by remorse ; no n lief ‘ 
from remorse, but the repetition of his crime. It 
is possible. I may talk of this person with too much 
indulgence; but f must repeat it that I think tliis 
a character which is the most the object of j)ity of 
any in the. world. I'lic man in the pangs of the 
stone, gout, or any acute distemper, is not in so 
de[)loral)Ic a condition, in the eye of right sense, as 
he that <rrs mid repents, and repents and errs on. 
The fellow witli broken limbs justly deserves your 
alms for his impotent condition ; but lie that cannot 
use his own reason is in a much worse state ; for you 
sec him in miserable circmiistanees, with his re- 
medy at the same time in his own |)OSscssioii, if he 
would, oc could use it. This is the cause that, of 
all ill characters, the Uake has the best quarter in 
the woi Id ; for when he is himself, and unruffled 
with iiii mperance, you see his natural faculties exert 
themselves, and attract an eye of favour towards his 
infirmities. 

But if we loOK round us here, how many dull 
rogues are there, that would fain be what this poor 
man hates himself for ? Ml the noise towards six in 
the evening is caused by his mimics and imitators. 
How ought men of sense to be careful of their actions, 
if it were merely from the indignation of seeing 
themselves ill drawn by such little pretenders ! Not 
to say, he that leads is guilty of all the actions of his 
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ioi lowers; and a Rake has imitators whom you 
would never i^xpcet should prove so. Sec(Uid-J;»imd 
vice, sure, of all is the most nauseous. 'J'hcro is 
liardly a folly more absurd, or which st‘eins less to 
he accounted ft>r (though it is wlmt we see every day), 
than that f;nive and hone'«t natures «ive into this 
way, and at the same time havt‘ "ood sense, if they 
lhou«;-ht tit to use it; but the fatality (under wliieh 
most men labour) of desiriin? to he what they are not, 
makes tliem g’o out of a method in which they might 
he received with applause, anti would certainly (‘x- 
ccl, into one, wliercin they will all their life lia\e the 
air of stiaiigevs to what tlujy aim at. 

For this reason, f have not lamented the meta- 
morphosis of any one I know so much as of Nobilis, 
who was born with sweetness of temi)er, just ap- 
prehension, and every thing (‘Ise that might make 
liirn a man lit for his onler. Rut instead of the pur- 
suit of sober studies and applications, in wliieh he 
would certainly he capable of making a considi iuhlcj 
figure ill tlu; noblest assembly of men in the world ; 

I say, in sjiitfj of that good nature, which is his 
proper bent, he will say ill-natured things aloud, 
put such as lie was, and still should be, out of 
coiiiilcuance, and drown all the natural good in 
him, to reccivi’ an artificial ill character, in which 
he will nevm* succeed; for Nobilis is no liake. 
He may guzzle as much wine as he pl<‘ascs, talk- 
bawdy if he thinks lit; but he may as well drink 
wat(T-gruel, and go twice a day to church, for it 
will never do. I pronounce it again, Nobilis is no 
Rake. To he of that order, he must be vicious 
against his will, and not so by study or application. 
All “ Pretty Fellows’’ arc also excluded to a man, 
as well as all inainoratucs, or persons of the (‘picenc 
gender, who gaze at one another in the presence of 
ladies. This class, of which ! am giving you sui 
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account, is preloudcd to also by men of strong abi- 
lities in drinking ; though they arc such whom the 
litpior, not the^ conversation, keeps together. But 
blockheads may roar, fight, arfd stab, and be never 
the neiu’or; their labour is also lost; they want 
sense : they are no Rakes. 

As a Rake among men is the man who lives in 
the constant abuse of his reason, so a coquette 
among women is one who lives in continual misap- 
idication of her beauty. The chief of all whom 1 
have the honour to be acquainted with, is j)rctty 
Mrs. Toss: she 'S ever in practice of something 
wliicli disfigures her, and takes from her charms, 
though all she does tends to a contrary effect. She 
has naturally a very agreeable voice and utterance, 
which she l»as changed for the prettiest lisp imagina- 
ble. She sees what she has a mind to see at half a 
mile distance ; but poring with her eyes Imlf shut at 
every one she passes by, she believes mpeh more 
becoming. The Cupid on her fan and she have 
their eyes full on each other, all the time in which 
■tlipy are not both in motion. Whenever her eye is 
turned fi (un that clear object, you may htivc a glance, 
and your bow, if she is in humour, returned as civilly 
as you m.ikc it ; but that must not be in the pre- 
sence of a man of greater quality: for Mrs. Toss is 
so thorouglily well-bred, that the chief person present 
has all her regards. And she who giggles at divine 
service, and laughs at her very mother, can compose 
liersfclf at the apjjjroach of a man of a good estate. 

WiWs Cqlfce-Iiousc, June 9. 

A fine lady showed a gentleman of this company, 
for an eternal answer to all his addresses, a paper of 
verses, with which she is so captivated, that she 
professed the author should be the happy man in 
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spite of all other pretenders. It is ordinary for love 
10 make men poetical, and it had that efFoct on*this 
enamoured man : but he was resolved to try his vein 
upon some of her confidants or retinue, before he 
ventured ii])on so high a theme as herself. To do 
otherwise than so, would be like making an heroic' 
pocjn a man’s first attempt. Among the favourites 
to the fair one, he found her ])arrot not to be in the 
last degree: he saw Poll had litu* ear, when his 
sighs were. neglecU'.d. To write against him had 
been a fruitless labour; therefore he resolved to 
Hatter him into his interest in the following manner : 


To a Lady, on lu r v u rot. 

When njinphit were coy, and hue could not prevail, 
The gods disguis'd were seldom known to fail; 

Leda was chaste, but yet a feailierd dove 
Surpriz'd the fair, and taught her how to love. 

There’s no celestial but liis Heaven would quit, 

For any form which might to thee admit. 

Sec how the wanton bird, at every glance, 

Swells his glad plumes, and feels an amorous trance ; 
The queen of beauty has forsook the dove ; 

J Icncefortli the parrot be the bird of love. 


It is indeed a very just proposition to give that 
honour rather to the parrot than the other volatile. 
The parrot represents us in the slate of making 
love: the dove, in the possession of the objt'ct be- 
loved. But, insU'iid of tuniing the dove otl‘, 1 finiey 
it would be better if the chaise of Venus had here- 
after a parrot added (as we see sometimes a third 
horse to a coach), which might intimate, that to b(i 
a parrot, is the only way to succeed ; and to be a 
dove, tf» preserve your conepu st'i. If the swain 
would go on successfully, he must imitute the bird 
he writes upon: for ho who would be loved by 
women, must I'cver be silent before the favour, or 
open his lips afier it. 
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' From my own Apartment ^ June 10. 

I have so many messages from young gentlemen 
who expect preferment und distinction, that T am 
wholly at a loss in what manner to ao(piit myself. 
The writer of the following letter tells me in a post- 
script, he cannot go out of town until I have taken 
some notice of him, and is very urgent to be some- 
body in it, before lie returns to his commons at the 
university. But take it from himself. 

“ To Isaac Bickrustaff, Esquire, Monitor-Ge- 
neral of Great Britain. 

“ Sir, Sliccr-ltme, June 8. 

“ I have been above six months from the univer- 
sity, of age these three months, and so long in town. 
I was recommended to one Charles Bubbleboy * near 
the Temple, who has supplied me with all the furni- 
ture he says a gentleman ought to have. I desired 
a certificate thereof from him, which he said would 
require some time to consider of ; and when 1 went 
yesterday morning for it, he tells me, upon due con- 
siderati*;!!, T still want some few odd things more to 
the value of threescore or fourscore pounds, to make 
me complete. I have bespoke them ; and the favour 
1 beg of you is, to know, when I am equipped, in 
what part or class of men in this town you will place 
me. Bruy send me word what I am, and you shall 
find me, Sir, your most humble servant, 

“ Jrfi'ky Nicknack.’' 

1 am very willing to encourage young beginners, 
but am extremely in the dark liow to dispose of this 

** * Clmrlcs Mather, ut that time an eminent toyman in Fleet- 
street. 
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:i;outlcmaii. 1 cannot see either liis person or habit 
in this letter; but I will call at Cliarlrs s % ^nd 
know the shape of his smifl-box, by which I can 
settle his character. Though indeed to know his 
full ca))acity, 1 ought to be informed whether he 
lakes Spanish or Musty. 

St, J antes* s Coffee-house y June 10. 

Letters from the Low Countries, of the seventeenth 
instant say, that the duke of Marlborough and the 
prince of Savoy intend to leave Ghent on that day, 
and join the army which lies between Pont d’Espiere 
and Courtray, their hcad-cpiarters being at Helchiu. 
Tlio same day the Palatine foot were expected at 
Brussels. Lieutenant-general Doinprc, with a body 
of eight thousand men, is jmsted at Most, in order 
to cover Ghent and Brussels. The marshal dc 
Villars was still on the plain of Lenz ; and it is said 
the duke of Vendosme is appointed to command in 
conjunction with that general. Advices from Paris 
say, monsieur Voisin is made secretary of state, upon 
moiisicMir Chamillard’s resignation of that employ- 
ineiit. The w^ant of money in that kingdom is so 
groat, that the court has tliought fit to command all 
the plate of private families to be brought into the 
mint. They write from the Hague of the eighto.eiith, 
that the States of Ilollaiid continue their session ; 
and that they have approved the resoltition of the 
States- General, to publish a second edict to prohibit 
t!\c sale of corn to the enemy. Many eminent per- 
sons in tliat assembly have declared that they ar(» of 
opinion, that all commerce whatsoever with France 
should be wholly forbidden: which point is under 
present deliberation : hut it is feared it will meet 
with powerful opposition. 


* Charles Mather's. 
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TUKSDAY, JUNE 14, 1709. 


Quicquid agnnt homines 

nostri cst farrago UheUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. S.), 80 . 

AV Ill’ll eVrmi'n ilo, or ‘»ay, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper i?eize& for its tliemc. P. 

Whites Ch(icolate‘hous(\ Jtme 13. 

f II \n siispfiulod the business of duelling to a distant 
time, l)iit that 1 am calh'd upon to declare myself on 
a point proposed in the following letter. 

“ Sni, Jtn)c 0, Gf mght. 

“ 1 desire the favour of you to decide this tpios- 
tion, vvlicthor calling a gcnlleinaii a Siuait Fellow is 
an alfroiit or not ? A youth intering a certain 
codec-house, with his cane tied to his button, wear- 
ing red heeled shoes, I thought of your description, 
and could not foibear telling a friend of miiui lU'xt 
to me, “ Tlieix* cntiTS a Smart Fellow.” 'I’lie gen- 
llemdii luuring it, had immediately a mind to pick a 
ijuanvl with me, and desired satislaction; at which 
Iwasnu. pu//led than at the other, remoiiibering 
what mention your familiar makes of those that hail 
lost their hvi s on sueh occasions, 'riic thinu- is re- 
fiured to your judgniont : and 1 exi>cct you to bo 
my second, since you have been tlie cause of our 
quarrel. 1 am, Sir, your friend and humble ser- 
vant.” 

] absolutely pronounce, that tliore is no occasion 
of offence given in this expression; for a “ Smart 
Fellow” is always an appellation of praise, and is a 
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man of double capacity. Tlie tnio cast or mould 
in which you may be sure to know him is, wheft Us 
livelihood or education is in the list, and ^911 
see him e'xpress a vivacity or metil^bove the 
he is iu by a little in his motion,' short trip in 
his steps, coat, or any 

other indicationf'trm^ may be given in a vigorous 
dress.. Now, what possible insinuation can there 
be, that it is a cause of quarrel for a mam to say, he 
allows a gentleman really to be what his tailor, his 
li osier, and his milliifer, have conspired to make 
him? I confess, if this person who appeals to me 
had said, he was ** not a Smart Fellow,'* there liad 
been cause fof'iresentment ; but if he stands to it 
that he is one/be leaves no manner of 'ground for 
misunderstanding. Indeed it is a most lamentable 
thing, that there should be a dispute raised upon a 
man’s saying another is what he plainly takes pains 
to be thought. 

But this point cannot be so well adjusted, as by 
inquiring what are the sentiments .of wise nations 
and communities of the use of the swo^/ and 
from thence conclude whether it is hoiiobwmle to 
draw it .so frequently or not ? An itlustrious common, 
wealth of Italy’^ has preserved itself for many ages 
without letting one of their subjects handle this de- 
structive instrument ; always leaving that work to 
such of mankind as ulfelerstand the use of a whole 
skin so little, as to make a profession of exposing it 
to cuts and scars. 

But what need we run to such foreign instances ? 
Our own antient and well-governed cities are conspi- 
cuous examples to all mankind in their regulation 
of military atchievements. The chief citizens, like 

* Venice, which declined engaging in the war of the 
Alliance in 1702. 

■ VOL. 1.,, 
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the Aoblo ftJiliaiis, hiru mercenaries to carry arms 
in Aieir stead ; and you shall have a fellow of a 
<te»p eratc fortune, for the gain of one h^f crown, 
through all^e dangers of Tpibill-Fields, or the 
Artiliery-ground, dap iiis right jaw within two 
inches of the touch-hole of j|C|ti8quet, fire it off, 
and hii/za, with as little coh^m as he tears a 
pullet/ /rhus you see to what scorn of danger 
these m6rcenaries arrive, out of a mere love of sordid 
gain: but methinksit should take off the strong 
prepossession men liavc in favour of bold actions, 
when they see upon what low motives men aspire to 
thorn. Do but observe the commoh practice in the 
government of those heroic bodies, our militia and 
iioutouancics, the most autient corps of soldiers, 
•perhaps, in the universe; I question, whether there 
IS one instance of an animosity between any two of 
these illustrious sons of Mars since their institution, 
which was decided by combat? 1 remember indeed 
to have read the clil'Onicle of an accident, wdiich had 
like to have occasioned bloodshed in the very fidd 
befo|e;4fi general officers, though most of them 
were|'|Statices of the peace. Captain Crabtree, of 
BircWtidatte, haberdasher, had ^awn a bill upon 
major-gf neral Maggot, cheesemonger, in Thames- 
striiet. Crabtree draws tliis upon Mr. William Mag- 
got and Company. A co^try lad received this 
. bill, and not understanding we word company, used 
in drawing bills on men in partnership, carried it 
to Mr. Ji'fTery Stitch of Crooked-lane (lieutenant of 
■ tlie major-generd’s company), whom he had the 
day before see*# {march by the door in all the pomp 
of his commission. Tl^e lieutenant accepts it, for 
the houou^4>f the company, since it had come to 

and discipline of the city train-bands at this 
Ull^wal Wy justly a standing subject of ridicule to the wits. 
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him: |>ut i^piyment being asked from tbo miiupiv 
general, he absolutely refuses. Upop.this, the 
tenant thii&s;i^.nqtlung less than, this to 

rupture, fj&tr his se(!oiid 'fofcjas Arm&troug, 

of the Counter,* an^^sends him with a chadlenge 
in a scrip of parchivilii!^ wherein was written Stit^ 
and all the fury vanished iu a 
moment. The mmot-gencral gives satisfiau;tipD to 
the second, and all was welh ' . 

Hence it is, that the bold spirits of our city, are 
kept in such sulnectiou to the civil power.? Other- 
wise, where would our liberties soon be, if wealth 
and valour wer^ suffered to exert themselves with 
ilieir utmost force? If such officers as are employed 
in the terrible ban^ aboye-mentioned were to draw 
bills as well as silbrds, these dangerous Captains, 
who could victual an army as well as lead it^ 
would be too powerful for the State ; but point 
of honour justly gives way to tha^f ^atn ; ahd, by 
long and wise regulation, the ncoest is the bravest 
man. , 1 have known a Captain rise .to a Cotep^. in 
two days by the fall of stocks ; and a Major, (l^ppd 
friend, near the Monument, ascended to that;i^iOur 
by the fall of the price of spirits, and the rising of 
right Nantz. By this true sense of honour, ffiat body 
of warriors are ever in good order and discipline, 
with their colours and c$ats all whole ; as in other, 
battalions (where their principles of action are less 
solid) you see the men of service look like spectres 
with long sides and lank cheeks. In this army youf 
iday measure a man’s service by his waist, and the 
most prominent belly is certainly the. 'man who 
has been most upon action. Besides alt: jiltis,.lhere 
is another excellent remark to be m$ideUn the 

A bum-bailir. 

2 * - ■ mm 
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discipline of these troops. It being o| absolui^ ne^ 
G^ty, that the {^ople of England should what 
have for tht?ii* money, and be e^.C'^itiiesses of 
the advantages they gain by it, all battles tvhich are, 
fought abroad are represented here. But, since one 
side must be beaten, and the diher conquer, \iduch 
might create disputes, the eldest company is always 
to maHp;.the other run, and the younger retr^ats/ac> 
cording 'tb the last news and best intelligence. , 1 
have .myself seem Prince Eugene maKe Catinat fiy 
from the backside of QrayVInn-lane to .Hockley in 
the Hole, and not give over the pur^l^dt until obliged 
to leave the Bear-garden on the rights to avoid being 
borne down by fencers, wild-bulls, ahd monsters, too 
-terrible for the encounter of an^ heroes, but such 
whose lives are their livelihood, , 

We haveh^e seen that wise nations do not admit 
of fighting, even in the defence of their country, 
as alJldahle action;, and they live within the walls 
of our own city honour and reputation with- 

out it; It would he very necessary to understand, by 
whal^^l^cce of the cliidate, food, education, or cmploy- 
xh^hv<>ha 'man’s sense is brought to differ so essen- 
.tiaily front that of another ; Uiat one is ridiculous and 
contemptible for fegbearing a thing which makes for 
his safety ; and another «q>plauded for consulting his 
ruin and destriiction. 

It will therefore be ue^ssary for us (to show our 
travelling) to exminc this subject fully, and tell you 
how it comes to^jg g^s, tl^pt a man of honour in Spain, 
though you nev^ so gallantly, stabs you 
basely ; in^B^Pnd, though you ofiend him ever so 
;bascly, cM K iges fairly : the former kills you out of 
rovengC|^®f latter out of good-breeding. But to 
AFQhe .dMb^art of man in this particular to its utmost 
|bougi;te ami recesses, I must wait for the return of 
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Paool^t, who fs now attending a gentleman 
a duel, and so^ietiines visits t1ic^p,^on by 
hands he tScdieS- wounds. - ‘ ^ 

St: Coffee-komtj Jufte^ 1 3i ■ . ■ 

’from /Vienna of the eighth militant say, 
there has .bei^ a journal of the marches ax^d actiond 
of the King of Sweden, from , the beginc^^pf Ja- 
imaiy'to tWi^venth of April, N. S. Comnuiwdted 
by the Swe<^i Ministers to that Court. Tliese ad^ 
vices infonp> ^Hjat hi% Swedish Majesty entei^d,/th^ 
territories of Mpscovy in ' February last with' thk 
main body' of hii^ >n order to oblige the enemy 

to a goner^ engagement ; but that, the Muscovites ] 
declining a batue,',s^^,an universal thaw having rcd^li 
dered the rivers thl^ King returned 

Ukrania. I^ere aro mentioned spv^l rciicountct^ 
between considerable detachment « the^ ^edisn.^' 
and ' Russian armies.^ ida^slilK^ Heist^t* iSlendecl , 

to take his leave of the Cdmt' oh the day after 
the date of these letters, and put hiiriself at the Mad 
of the array in Hungary. The malcontdi^iha^: 
attempted to send in a supply 'of prOvisibri 'liiio 
Newhauscl ; Mt their design was disappointedTby tlie^ 
Germans. ^ , 

Advices from Berlin o^i^e iiftetk^ Jnstant, N, S. 
say, that his Danish Majes^ haTuig.']^cived an invi- 
tation from the King of rtUssia to 4n' interview, 
designed to come to Potsdam within a few days, 
and that King Augustus resolved to 
thither. To avoid alt difficulties ict'^pmony, the 
three Kings, and all the company who s%ill have the 
honour to sit with them at table, are t^ draw lots^ 
and take precedence accordingly. \ > ^ 

They writ^ .irom, Hamburgh of thfe ei^^eonth^g 
instf^fy N. S. that some particulai;. 

Dantiack speak pf a late action between tM Swedes 
u 3 
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jtnd»Museovites near Jerislaw; but that engagement 
bmg mentioned from no other place, there is not 
much credit given to this intelligence. 

We hear from Brussels by letters dated the twen- 
tieth, that on the fourteenth, in the evening, the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene arrived at 
Conrtray, with a design to proceed the day follow- 
ing to Lisle, in the neighbourhood of which city the 
confederate army was to rendezvous same day. 
Advices from Paris inform us, that the Marshal de 
Bezons is appointed to command in* Dauphinc, and 
that the Duke of Berwick is. set out for Spain, with 
a design to follow the fortunes of the Duke of Anjou, 
in case the Prcnch King should comply with the late 
^demands of the allies. 

V The Court of Franco has sent a circular l(*ttcr to 
all the governors of the provinces, to n^commend to 
jthoir cpnsidetaitoii' his Majesty^s late conduct in the 
affair of peace. It is thought fit, in that epistle, to 
condescend to a certain appeal to the peo])le, whe- 
ther it is consistent with the dignity of the Crown, or 
the French name, to submit to the preliminaries de- 
manded by the confederates? That letter dwells 
upon the unreasonableness of the allies, in requiring 
his Majesty’s assistance in dethroning his grandson ; 
and treats this particular in language more suitable 
to it, as it is a topic of oratory, than a real circum- 
stance on which the interests of nations, and reasons 
of State, whj^ affe^jt v\ll Europe, are concerned. 

The closc^'this memorial seems to prepare the 
people to all events, attributing the confidence 
of the metiifw the goodness of their troops ; but 
acknowlei^^ig tliat his solo dependence is upon the 
interventfeto of Providence. 
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tJiUeguid agunt hondiut—— * 

nostri est farrago libeUi. ' 

Jwv» but* I* 65j 

Wliate'e^eii do, or s*iy« or fhink, or dream, 

Our motley ^aper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, June 14. 

n.AviNG a very solid respect for human nature, how-* 
cv(‘r it is distorted from its natural make by affectai^ 
tion, humotr, custom, misfortune, or vice, I do apply 
myself to my friends to help me in raising arguments 
for preserving it in all its individuals, as long as it is 
poruiitted. To one of my letters on tliis subject I 
liave received the following answer : 

“ Sir, 

“ lij answer to your question, why men of sense, 
virtue, and experience, are seen still to comply with 
that ridiculous custom of dueling? 1 must desire 
you to reflect, that custom has dished up in ruffs the 
wisest heads of our ancestors, and put the best 
of the present age into huge falbala periwigs. Men 
of sense would not impose such incumbrances on 
themselves, but be glad they n(iight show their faces 
dct:cntly in public upon easier terms. If then such 
men appear reasonably slaves to the fashion, in what 
regards the figure of their persons, we ought not to 
wonder, that they are at least so in what seems 
to touch their reputations. Besides, you cannot be 
ignorant, that dress and chivalry have been always 
encQuraged by the ladies, as the two principal 
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braiv^hei^ of gallantry. It is to avoid being sneered 
at for his singularity, and from a desire to appear 
more agreeable to his mistress, that a wise, exMri- 
enced, and polite man, complies with the dress 
commonly received, and is prevailed upon to violate 
his reason and principles, in hazarding his life and 
estate by a tilt, as %eH as suffering his pleaaures 
to be constrained and soured by the constant ap- 
prehension of a quarrel. This is tl|| more sur- 
prising, because men of the most ddicatc sense 
and principles have naturally in other cases a par- 
ticular repugnance in accommodating tliemseWes 
to the maxims of the world ; but one may easily dis- 
tinguish the man thjft is affected with beauty, and 
the reputation of a tUt, from him who complies 
with both, merely as they are imposed upon him 
by custom ; for^ in the former you will rAiark an air 
of vanity and triumph; wheres^, when the latter 
appears in a long DuvilHer* full of powder, or has 
decided a (juarrel by the sword, you may perceive in 
his face, that he appeals to custom for an excuse. 1 
think it may not be improper to inquire into 
the genealogy of this chimerical monster called 
a Duel, which I take to be an illegitimate species of 
the. ancient knight errantry. By the laws of this 
whim, tlif; hcrom pi^on, or of gallantry, was 
indispensably omi^d to starve in armour, a certain 
number of years in the chacc of njonsters, encounter 
them at the peril of, his life, and suffer great hard- 
ships, in order the affection of, the fair lady, 

and qualify pKsctf for amusing the belle air; 
that is, of a fellow, itv man of honour, accord- 
ing to the 'QKliion ; but, since the publishing of 
Don QuixotCj^and extinction of the race of dragons, 


* A kind of wig so called. 
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which Suetonius says happened in that of Wantlcy,^ 
the gallant and heroic spirits of these latter tinies 
have been under the necessity of creating new chi- 
merical monsters to entertain themselves with, by 
way of single combat, as the only proofs they arc 
able to give their own sex, and the ladies^ that they 
are in all points men of nice honour. But, to do 
justice to the antient and real monsters, I must ob- 
serve, that they never molested those who were not' 
of, a humour hunt for them in woods and deserts ; 
whereas, on the contrary, our modern monsters 
are so familiarly admitted and entertained in all the 
courts and cities of Europe (except France,) that 
one can scarcely be in the most humanized society 
without risking one’s life ; the people of the best 
sort, and the fine gentlemen of the age, being so 
fonrl of them, that they seldom appear in any public 
place without one. I have some further conside- 
rations upon this subject ; which, as you encourage 
me, shall be communicated to yoU by. Sir, a 
cousin but one remove from the best family of the 
Stnti's ; namely, Sir, your humble servant, kinsman, 
and friend, 

“ Tim Switch.” 

It is certain that Mr. Switch has hit upon the 
true source of this evil; and tha.|; it^ proceeds only 
from the force of custom, that iVe' contradict our- 
selves in half the particulars and occurrences of life. 
But such a tyranny in love, which the fair in)pose 
upon us, is a little too severe ; that we must demon- 
strate our attection for them by no certain proof but 
hatred to one another, or come at them (only as one 
* , 

* In hamourouv writings one may be led to search for 
' quotations no where to be found in the authors referred to, 
as appears from this passage. 
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tlof s dt an ( bldtc) by sni vivoiship. I hib w<iy of ap- 
plication io ii'din a lady’s heart is taking her as we do 
towns and c.istki, by distressing the place, and let- 
tin^ none comeneai thtin without oui pass Wcie 
such a Wei once^ to write tin trutli oi his heait, 
and let her know his whoh thou;^his, Ik would ap- 
pear indeed to have a pission foi hei , but it would 
baldly be called love The billet-doux would lun to 
this purpose : 


“ Madam, 

“ I ha\e so tendci a regaid toi you and your in- 
terests, that 1 will knock any man on tlie head whom 
f obseni to be of iny mind, and like you. Mr. 
Truman, the other day, looked at you in so lan- 
guishing a mannci, tliai 1 am resolved to nm him 
through to-moriow morning Tins, 1 think, he 
deseives, foi his guilt m admnmg you • than which 
1 cannot have a greater itason for miiidenng him, 
except It bo that you also approve him Whoever 
says he dies foi jou I will make his words good ; for 
i will kill him 1 am, Madam, your most obt dieiit 
humble set: \ ant ” 


i/o?M Qun ipmtment^June 14. 

I am ]Ust come hither at ten at night, and have 
♦ ver Since six, been m the most celebrated, though 
most nau 'ous company m town; the two leaders 
of the society were a Ciitie and a Wit. These two 
gentlemen aie ||pat oppoiunts on all occasions, not 
discerning tlw^they are nearest each other, in 
temper and ot any iwo i lasses of men in the 

woild; toi,,*Co piofcss judgment, ind to profess 
wit, both aris»e fiom the same failure ; which is 
vranf of judgment. TIk poveity of the Tritic this 
way proceeds from the abuse of his faculty; that of 
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the Wit, from the neglect of it It is a particular 
observation I have alivays made, that of all jinortals 
a Critic is the silliest; for, by inuring -.himself to 
examine all things, wliether they afe ofe^sequetice ^ 
or not, he never looks upon any thing: witb'^v 

a design of passing sentence upon itj wlitch,v^ 
means he is never a companion, but < always a'! 
(«nsor. This makes him earnest upon triSes, and 
dispute on the^tnost indifferent occasions with vehe- 
mence. If nc offers to speak or write, that talent, 
which sljonld approve the work of the other fa- ' 
culties, prevents their operation. He comes upon- 
action in armour, but without weapons ; be stands 
in safety, but can gain no glory. The Wit, on the 
other hand, has been hurried so long away by ima- 
gination only, that judgment seems not to have; 
over been one of his natural faculties. I’his gentle- 
man takes himself to be as much obliged to be 
merry, as the other to be grave. A thorough CJritic 
is a sort of Puritan in the polite world. As an en- 
thusiast in religion stumbles at the ordinary occur- 
rences of life, if he cannot quote scripture examples 
on the occasion ; so the Critic is never safe in his 
speech or writing, without he has, among the cele- 
brated writers, an authority for the truth of his sen- 
tence. You will believe we had R good time 
with these brethren, who were do far out of the 
dress of their native country, and so lost in its 
dialect, that they were as 'much strangers to them- 
selves, as to their relation to eagh othetv^^ Th^y took 
up the whole discourse: sometimes die Critic grew 
passionate, and when reprimanded bf. the Wit for 
amV trip or hesitation in his voice, he >ould answer, 
pN j^r. Dryclen malkes such a chapter, on such ' 
^ap occasion, break off in the same manner so that ; 
the stop was according to nature, and as a man 
in a j^ssion should do,” The Wit. who is as far : 
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gODie in letters as himself, seems to be at a loss to 
ansmr such an apology ? and concludes :>imly tJiat 
though lu8..anger is justly vcfited, it wants fire in 
the utterance. If wit is to be measured by the cir- 
'Gufnstances of time and place, there is no man has 
. generally so little of that talent as he who is a Wit 
^ by profession. What he says, instead of arising 
from the occasion, has an occasion invented to bring 
it in. Thufe he is new for no other reason, but that 
, he talks like nobody else : but has taken up a method 
of his own, without commerce of dialogue with 
other people. The lively Jasper Dactyle is one of 
this character. He seems to have made a vow 
to be witty to his life’s end. When you meet him, 
'^‘What do you think,” says he, “I have been 
entertaining myself with ?” Then out comes a pre- 
meditated turn ; to which it is to no purpose to an- 
swer, for he goes on in the same strain of thought he 
designed witliout your speaking. Therefore 1 have 
lEL general answer to all he can say ; as, ** Sure there 
never was any creature had so much fircT" Spondee^ 
who is a critic, is seldom out of this fire man’s com- 
pany. They have no manner of affection for each 
other, but keejt together like Novel and Oldfox in 
the Plain Dealer, because they show each other. 
I know several men of sense who can be diverted with 
this couple^; but I sec no curiosity in the thing, ex- 
cept it be, that Spondee is dull, and seems dull ; 
but D^tyle is heavy with a brisk face. It must be 
owned idso, that Dactyle has almost vigour cnpjigh 
to be a coxcomb ; but Spcmdec, by the lowness of 
his constitution, is only a blockhead. 


Coffee-house^ June 15. 

* We bive nd: particulars of moment since our last, 
except if be, that the copy of the following original 
letter came by the way of Ostend. It is said to^ye 
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been found in the. closet of Mon^iQUr Chamillard^ 
the late secrelaiy of state of France, since his 
grace. It was signed by two brothers, of famou^.. 
Cavallier*, who led the Cevennois, and^had a per? ’ 
sonal interview with the king, as a capitu- 

lation to lay down his arms, and leave the dominions' 
of France. There are many other names to it;^ 
among whom is the chief of the family of the mar- 
quis Guiscard. 'It is not yet known whether Mon- 
sieur Cliamillard had any real design to favour the 
Protestant interest, or only thought to place himsejf 
at the head of that people, to make him considerable 
enough to oppose his enemies at court, and reinstate 
himself in power there. 

*^SlR, 

We have read* your Majesty’s letter to the go- 
vernors of your provinces, with instructions what 
sentiments to insinuate into the minds of your peo- 
ple : but as you have always acted upon the maxim, 
that we were made for you, and not you for us, we 
must take leave to assure your Majesty, that we are 
exactly of the contrary opinion; and must desire, 
you to send for your grandson home, and acquaint 
him, that you now know, by experience, absolute 
power is only a vertigo in the brain of princes, which 
for a time may quicken their motion, and double in 
their diseased sight tlie instances of power above 
them; but must end at last in their .fall a^d de- 
struction. Your memorial speaks you ,8^'g^d father 
of your family, but a very ill one of .yojhf people. 
Your Majesty is reduced to hear truth,, , udiep you 
obliged to speak it. There is nd^goyi^ing any < 

r 

^ ' * James Cavallier was the celebrated leader of the French 
Pisodestants in the Cevennes, when they opposed tlm tyranny 
ofJtewis Xiy. 
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bnt savag'es by other methods tliaii their owii con- 
- sent, ivhich you seem to acknowledge in appealing 
i^$p us for our opinion of ypur conduct in trea^g, of, 
peace. Had your people been always of your couijir 
. cil, the king of France had never been reduced so low 
‘ as to acknowledge his arms were fallen into contempt 
But since it is thus, we must ask, how is any man of 
France, but they of the house ofiBourbon, the‘ better, 
that Philip is king of Spain? We have outgrown 
that folly of placing our happiness in your Majesty's 
bein^ called, The Great. Therefore you and we are 
all alike bankrupts, and undone; let us not deceive 
ourselves, but compound witli our adversaries^ and 
not talk like their equals. Your Majesty must for- 
give us, that we cannot wish you success, or lend 
you help; for, if you lose one battle more, we may 
nave a hand in the peace you make ; and doubt not 
but your Majesty's faith in treaties will require the 
ratification of the States of jjrour kingdom. So wc, 
bid you heartily farewell, until wc have the honour to 
meet you assembled in parliament. This happy ex- 
pectation makes us willing to wait the event of 
another campaign, from whence we hope to be raised 
from the misery of slaves to the privileges of sub- 
jects. We arc your Majesty’s tnily faithful and 
loyal subjects. 
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30. SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1709. 


Quicquid aguni 

nostri €st farrago UbvMi. 

Ji)V. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate’cr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes forks theme. P, 

i' tommy otvn Apar^htcnt, June 16. ^ 

The vigilance, the anxiety, tine tenderness, which 
I have for the good people of England, 1, am per- 
suaded, will in time be much commended; but .l 
doubt whether they will be ever rewarded, ttow-. 
ever, I must go on cheerfully in ipy work of refor-’ 
mation : that being my great desi^i, I am studious 
to prevent my labour^s increasing upon me; there- 
fore am particularly observant of the temper and in- 
clinations of childhood and youth, that wc may not 
give vice and folly supplies from the growing gegae- 
ration. It is hardly to be imagined how useM^tliis 
study is, and what great evils or benefits arise from 
putting us in our tender years to what wc are fit or 
unfit; therefore on Tuesday last (with a design to 
semnd their inclinations) 1 took three lads, who are 
u^der my guardianship, a-rambling, in a hackn^- 
coach, to show them the town; aa the liohe, the 
tombs, Bedlam, and the other places which are en- 
tertainments to raw minds, because they* strike fpr-* 
cibly on the fancy. The boys are brothers, one of 
sixteen, the. other of fourteen, the other of twelve. 

|The fir.st was. his father's darling, the second hjls 
mother's, and the third mine, who am their uncle. 
Mr. William, is a lad of trpe geaiuS'; but, being at 
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the upper , end pf it gip^at tchool, and having the 
bo^s below him/ Ms teogance is insupportable*. If 
1 begin to diow a littl^ of my Latin immedi- 
ately interrupts : “ Uncle, under fetour, that which 
you say is not undi^tood m “ Bro- 

ther,” says my boy Jack, ** you do* not show your 
manners much in contradicting 'my "unde Isaac!” 
“You queer cur,” says Mr. William, “do you 
think my uncle takes any notice bf such a dull rogue 
as you are ?” Mr. William goes* on, “ He is the 
most stupid of alt my mother's chiidreti: he knows 
iiothiiig of his book: when he should fhind thati^ he 
is hiding or hoarding Kfs taws and marbles^ or lay- 
ing up farthings, tiis way of thinking is, four and 
twenty farthings make six-pence, and two sbe- 
pcnces a shilling ; two shillings and six-pence half 
a crown, and two half crowns five shillings. So 
within these two dionihs the close hunks has scraped 
up twenty shillings, and we will make him spend it 
all before he comes home.” Jack immediately claps 
his hands into both pockets, and turns as pale as 
ashes. There is nothing .touches a parent (and sUiCb 
I am to Jack) so nearly as a provident Conduct. 
This lad has in him the true temper for a good hus- 
band,' a kind father, and an honest executor. .^1 
the CTeat people, you see make considerable figures 
On mo exchange, in court, and sometimes in se- 
: natcsi'me such as in realij^. have ho greater faculty 
thhh'^hui may be called hutjj^an instinct, whicht^is 
tendency to their own preservatum,' dhd 
thert or' their fiends, ^without being capable of 
striding out of the road for adventures, There is 
Sir Wmiam Kcrip was of thfe sort of capacity from 
his cliiidhobd; he has " bought ;ibe country round 
him, and makes a bargain bett^ tbsto Sir Hafry. 
Wildfire, with all. his wit hngjj hhmqi^;. ’ Sir Haity 
jievcr wantii money . but he oohies to laughs 
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at him Imlf au hour, and dten gives bond fos the 
other diousaiid. The dose men are incapable of 
placing merit any where but in their pence, and 
therefore gain it ; while ptliers, who have larger ca- 
pacities, are diverted from the pursuit by enjoymeuls 
which can be ^upuorted only by that cash whicli 
they despise ; and Uiorefore are in ihc end slaves to 
their inferiors both lu fortune and understanding. 

1 once heard a man of exccUeut sense observe, that 
more affairs in Uie world failed by being in the 
hands of men of too. large capacities for their busi- 
ness, than by being hi the conduct of such as wanted 
abilities to execute them. Jach> thcrefm*e, being of 
a plodding make, shall be a citi2en ; and I design 
him to be the refuge of the family in their distress, 
as well as their jest in prosperity. His brother Will 
shall go to Oxford with ail speedy where, if he does 
not arrive at being a man of sense, he will soon be 
informed wherein he is a coxcomb. There is in 
that place such a true spirit of raillery and humour, 
that if they cannot make you a wise man, thejr will 
certainly let you know you are a fool ; which is all 
my cousin wants, to cease to be so. Thus having 
taken these two out of the way, I have leisure to * 
look at my third lad. I obsena in the young rogne 
a natural subtlety of miud> which discovers itself 
rather in forbearing to declare his thoughts nn any * 
.pccasion, than in any visible way of exerting hiiri- 
jself in discourse. For which reabou I will place 
him, where, if he commits no faults, he mny go 
fiirtner than those in other stations, though tliey 
excel in virtues, Tlie boT it wcll-feshioncd, and 
wiU easily fall into a graceful maimer; whoiefore I 
have a design to make him a page to a groat lady of 
my acquaintance j by which means he will be well 
skiHed in the common inodes of life, and make a 
greater progress m tht world by that knowledge, 
jc 
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than iRrith thi9 greatest^j^litles without it* A good 
mien in a court wi)l ca^ry a man greater 
than a good understanding in dny other place Wc 
see a world of pams taken, and the best years of life 
spent in collecting a set of thoughts in a college for 
the conduct of iite, and, after Jl, the man so qua- 
lihed shall hesitate m his speech to a good suit of 
cioathb, and want common sense before an agreeable 
woman. Hence it is, that wisdom, valour, justice, 
and leaining, cannot keep a man m countenance 
that IS po;»scssed with those excellences, if he wants 
that infoiior ait of life and behaviour, called good- 
breedmg. A man endowed with great perfections, 
without this, is lilte one who has his pockets full 
of gold, but always wants change for his ordinary 
occasions. 

Will Courtly is a living instance of this truth, 
and has had the same education which I am giving 
my nephew. He never spoke a thing but what was 
said before, and yet can converse with the wittiest 
men without being ridiculous. Among the learned, 
he does not appeal ignorant, nor witS the wise, in- 
discreet laving in conversaUon from his infancy 
nudges him nowhere at: a loss ; and a long familiarity 
with the parson of men is, in a manner, of the 
same service to him, as if he knew their arts. As 
ceremony is the mventioq of wise men to keep fools 
at a distance, so good-breeding ia an expedient 
make foeds and wise men equals. ^ ^ 

rrij/V Cofpti^koMf June 17. 

The su^iltjli, ion of the playhouse has made me 
have nothiiig to send you from hence; bqt calling 
here this, evening, I /ound the party 1 usually sit 
with, upon the business of writing, an^ examining 
what ifas the handsomest ^le in which to address 
women, and write letters of gallantly* Many were 



tho opmions which w^« im^hUij declared otii 
this subject Some were M a (i^rtaia SQftmeiss’ 
6omethin| inexpressibly tepd^. When i% cmh to 
me, I said there was nt 'rule in the i^Id to be 
made for writing letters, but that of being as near 
what you speak face to ifhce as you can ; wnich is so 
great a truth, that I am of opinion, writing has lost 
more misti esses than any one mistake in the whole 
legend of love. For when you write to a lady for 
whom you have a solid and honourable passion, the 
great iaea you have of her, joined to a quick sense 
of her absence, tills your mmdvUth a sort of teuh 
demess, that gives your language too mtich the air , 
of complaint, which is seldotn sijicoessfuU For a 
man may flatter himself as he pleiises ; but he will 
find that the women have more understanding in 
their own affairs than we hate, and women of spirit 
are not to be won by mourners. He that can keep 
handsomely within rqles, and support the carriage 
of a companion to his mistress, is much more likely 
to prevail, than he who lets her see the whole relish 
of his life depends upon hev. If msible, therefore, 
divert your mistress rather than mgb for her. The 
pleasant man she will desire for her own sake; but 
the languishing lover has nothing to hope ftdm, but . 
her pity. To fhow the d^ence, I .j^uced two 
letters a lady gave mc^ wnich had been writ by two 

S tlemen who pretended to her, but were both 
ed the next day after thu date, at the battle of 
Almanza. One m them i^as a mercurial gay-hu* 
moured man; the other a mm of a serious, but a 
great and gallant spirit Poor Jack Careless ! this is 
nis letter: you see how it is folded ; the air of it is 
so negligent, one might have read half of it by 
peeping mto it, without brealung it open. He ha# 
no ea;aeti;ieft9t V' ' 
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is a very pleasa&t circumstance Lam in^ tiiat 
while I should be thinking of the gs5od company we^ 
are to moot within a day ot two, where 'Sfe shall gjo 
to loggerheads, my thoughts are running upon a fair 
t'nemy in England. 1 was in hopes I had left you 
there; but you follow the camp, though 1 have cn- 
dea\ cured to make some of our leaguer ladiea' 
drive you out of t;be field. All my comfort is, you 
arc more troublesoime to my colonel than myself: I 
permit you to visit ftie only now and then ; but he 
downright keeps you. 1 laugh at his honour, ad for 
^ a.s his gra^ty win allow me: but 1 know him to be 
a man of too much merit to succeed with a woman. 
Therefore defend your heart as well as you can: 1 
shall come home this winter inesistibly dressed, and 
with quite a new foreign air. And so I had like to 
say, I rest, but, alas f I remain, madam, your most 
obedient, most humble servant, 

“John Carelkss/ 

> \ 

Now for colonel Constant’s epistle; you see it is 
folded and directed with the utmost care : 

“ Madam, 

“ I do myself the honour to write to you this*evetir 
ing, because I believe to-morroW will be the dfejf ^ 
battle; aa^hd^mething fOfebodeaktiny breast that I 
shall fall JWt. If it prove so, I hope you will hear 
i have dM nothing below a man who had the love 
of his comply, quickened by ^ padsion for a woman 
of hoiioUf? If there be any thing noble in going 
a cc^iii death ; if there be any merit, that I 
meet ifVith pleasure by promising' mywelf ia place 

* ^ ^'VomenWAeacepiopaay the army. 
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la four esteem ; if yoiif apjplau8Q>. when 1 sin no 
more^ is preferable to the most glorio^; life without 
you: I}si|y, inad^% if any^'of these.:^)i»si^eiSifibp8 
• can lui^^weight you, you will 
place m ybur tn^^ry, which 1 prefer to* the |lory of 
Caesar. /' 1 hope this will be read, as it in^wn^. with 
team/’ 

Tlie beloved lady is a woman of a sensible mind; 
but she has confessed to me^ thfit .after all her true 
and solid value for Constant, e|p had much more 
concern for the loss of Carelm* .Those noble and 
aerious spirits have something the adversi- 
ties they meet with, and ^lessen the* 

objects of pity. Great accidents. hot cut out 
so much for men of familiar charaoters, which 
^ makes diem more easily pitied, and soon after be- 
loved. Add to this, ^at the sort of love which ge- 
nerally succeeds, is a Stranger to awe and.dbfeiip^- 
I asked Romania, whether of the two she slj^ld 
have chosen, hi^ they survived? She said, she. 

. knew sfae^ ought to have taken Constant ; but be- 
lieved she should have chosen Careless. 

. '■ ‘ \ 

' St* 

Letters from Lisbon, of the ninth instant, KaS. 
say, that the enemy’s amy, having blocked up 
. piivenza, was postisd oh the Guardians. The Por^; 
^^gaeze are yei^ apprehensive that the garrison of 

the beit 

’^lfegiinej^. l^!t||^ .a wiJJ ]be obliged to surren- 

,^der, if hot ' timely relieved, they not being supplied 
with prpyissiQmii ' for more thap six weeks. Here- 
upon metr geherds held a council of war on the 
^ fourth insfenty whprein, it was concluded to advan^^ 
towards /!^ yjfi^ thia design the army de^ 
camped oh' the fifth from Jeramena, «md marched 
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to Cancaon. It is hoped, that if the enemy follow 
their motions, they niay have opportunity to put a 
snflScient quantity of provision and ainmunitiou into 
Oiivenza. ' , 

Mr. 13ickerst.ift' gives notice to all persons tliat 
flvess themselves as they please, without regard to 
dcconini (as withjbluo and red stockings in nionm- 
ing, tucked cravats, and night cap wigs, before 
])coplc of the lirst quality), that he lias yet received 
no fine for indulging tluan in that libe rty, and that 
he expects their compliance with tliis (hanand, or that 
they go home immediately and shill themselves. 
Tliis is further to acquaint the town, that the report 
of the hosiers, toymen, mid milliners, having com- 
pounded with Mr. liickerstair for tolerating such 
enormities, is utterly false and scandalous. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 1709. 


QuicgtHil agifni homines- 

nostri est farrago lihellL 

Ji;v. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whato’or men < 10 , or say, or think, or -dream, 

t)iir luuttey psiiier sci/cs for its theme. P* . . 

1 1 n dan Cafi\ e-house, June 18 , 

1\ niv (li>>(‘iuilioii against the custom of single 
combat, it has }»*;( n objected, that there is not learn- 
ing, oi‘ much if-ading shown therein, which is the 
very lih‘ and soul of all treatises: for which' reason, 
being always easy to receive admonitions and reform 
iny errors, I thought lit to consult this learned board 
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on the subject. Upon proposing some doubts, %nd# 
desiring their iissistanoe, a very hopeful young gen- 
tleman, iny relation, who is to be calloci to the bar 
witliin a year and a half at farthest, told me, that 
he had ever since 1 first mentioned duelling turned 
his head that way; and that he was principally 
moved thereto, because he designed to follow tin; 
circuits in the north of Eiigland and south of Scot- 
land, and to reside mostly at own estate at 
Lamdbadernaw/*' in Cardiganshire. The iiortliern 
Britons and the southern Scots are a warm people, 
and the Welsh “ a nation of gentlemen;'' so that 
it behoved him to understand well the science of 
(piurrelling. I’lui young gentleman proceeded ad- 
mirably WidI, and gave the. board an account that 
he had read “ Fitzherlierl's d Grand Abridgement/' 
and liad found that duelling is a very antient part of 
the law ; for when a man is sued, be it for liis life 
or his land, the person that joins the issue, whe- 
ther plaintill* or defendant, may put tlio trial ujxm 
the duel* Further he argued, under favour of the 
Court, that when the issue is joined by the. duel, in 
treason or other capital crimes, the parties accused 
and accuser must figlit in their own proptu* persons : 
but if the dispute be for lands, you nuiy liire a 
champion at Hockley in the Hole, or any whejv 
else. This part of the law wc had from the Saxons ; 
a'M they had it, as also riie trial by ordeal, from the 
Laplanders. It is indeed agreed, said he, the 
southern and eastern nations never kiu v. any thing 
of it ; for though the antient Romans would scold 


* There is no such place. It is probable f.lnnbtuivrn 1 avet 
ill Cardiganshire is intended. 

+ A book published under this title in 151fi|by Anlliony 
Fitzherbert, one of the judges in the reign of Henry VIII. 
This author died in 1538. 
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'and call names filthily, yet there is notan example 
of a challenge that ever passed among them. 

His quoting the eastern nations put another .gen*^^ 
tleman in mind of an account he had from a boat- 
swain of an East-lndianian ; which was, that a 
Chinese had tricked and bubbled him, and that 
when he came to demand satisfaction the next 
morning, and like a true tar of honour called him a 
son of a whore, lyar, dog, and other -rough appel- 
latives used by persons conversant with winds and 
waves, the Chinese, with great tranquillity, de- 
sired him not to come abroad fasting, nor put 
himself into a heat, for it would prejudice his 
health." Thus the East knows nothing of this 
gallantry. 

There sat at the left of the table a person of a ve- 
nerable aspect, who asserted, that “ half the im- 
positions which arc put upon these ages have been 
transmitted by writers who have given too great 
pomp and magnificence to the exploits of the an- 
tient bear-garden, and made tlieir gladiators, by 
fabulous tradition, greater than Gorman* and others 
of Great Britain." He informed the company 
that “ he had searched authorities for what he said, 
an that a learned antiqua^, Humphrey Scarecrow, 
Esquire, of Hockley in the Hole, recorder to the 
bear-garden, was then writing a discourse on the 
subject. It iippears by the best accounts," says this 
gentleman, ** that tlie high names which arc used 
. among us with so great veneration, were no other 
than stage-fighters, and worthies of the antient 
bear-garden. The renowned Hercules always car- 
ried a quarters tail', and WEfs from thence called 


* Gorman is nirniioncd in the epilo}(ue to LansdowneVs 

Jc^ of Venice,** and is there explained to have been a 
pris^-fighter.' 
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Claviger*''. A loarned chronologist it about proving 
what wood tbit was made of, whether *oak, 
ash, or crab-tree. The first trial of skill he ever 
performed was with one Cacus, a deer-stealer; the 
next Was with Typhonus, a giant of forty feet four 
inches. Indeed it was unhappily recorded, that 
meeting at last with a sailor’s wife, she made his 
staff of prowess serve her own use, apd dwindle 
away to a distaff: she clapped him on an old tar 
jacket of lier husband; so that this great hero 
drooped like a scabbed sheep. Him his contempo- 
rary Theseus succeeded in the bear-garden, which 
honour he held for many years. This grand duellist 
went to Hell, and was the only one of that sort that 
ever came back again. As for Achilles and Hector (as 
the ballads of those times mention), they were pretty 
smart fellows; they fought at sword and buckler; 
but the former had much the better of it, his mo- 
ther, who was an oyster-woman, having got a black- 
smith of Lemnos to make her son’s weapons. There 
is a pair of trusty Trojans in a song of Virgil that 
were famous for handling their gauntlets, Dares and 
Entelhis ; and indeed it does appear, they fought no 
sham-prize.” 

The Roman bear-garden w'as abundantly more 
magnificent than any thing Greece could boast of; 
it flourished most under those delights of mankind, 
Nero and Domitian. At one time it is recorded, 
• four hundred senators entered the list, and thought 
it an honour to be cudgelled and quarterstaffed. J 
observe the Lanistm were the people chiefly em- 
ployed, which makes me imagine our Bear-garden co- 
pied much after this, the butchers being the greatest 
men in it. 


* “ (Hub bearer.' 
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Thus far thu glory and honour of tin- bcar-gardon 
stood sccun.', until fate, tliut irresistible ruler of 
■ .sublunary things, in that universal niiii of arts, and 
politer learning, by those savage people the Goths 
and Vandals, destroyed and levelled it to the ground. 
.Then fell the grandeur and bravery of the Roman 
- state, until at last the warlike genius (but aocom- 
, panied with more co*irtesy) revived in tlie Christian 
^world under those puissant champions, Saint George, 
Saint Dennis, and other dignified heroes : one killed 
his dragon, another his lion, and were all afterwards 
canonized for it, having rod letters*^ before them to 
illustrate their martial temper. The Spanish nation, 
it must be owned, were devoted to gallantry and 
' chivalry above the rest of the world. \Vhat a great 
figure does that great name, Don Quixote, make in 
history ! How shines this glorious star ir* the western 
world! 0 renowned hero! O mirror of knight- 
hood ! 


Thy brandish'd wliinyard all the world deties, 

Anil kills as sure as Del Tobosa^s eyes. 

, I am forced to break off abruptly, being sent for 
in haste with my rule, to measure the degree of an 
affront, bc’fore the two gentlemen (who are now in 
their breeches and pumps, ready to engage behind 
Montague liouse) have made a pass. 


From my own Apartment, June, 18. 

It is an unreasonable objection, 1 find, against 
ray labours, that my stock is not all my own, and, 
therefore, the kind of reception 1 have met with, is 
not so deserved as it ought to be. But I hope, 
though it b^^ne.ver so true that I am obliged to my 
.friends for laying their cash in my hands; since I 


. All allusion to thr rubrick^ in the Roman missals. 
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give it them again when they please^ and leave Jtheni *. 
at their liberty to call it home, it will not htirt me 
with iny gentle readers. Ask all the merchants 
who act upon consignments, where is the necessity 
(if they answer readily whfil their correspondents 
draw) of their being wealthy themselves? Ask the 
greatest harikers, if all the men they deal with were 
to draw at mice, what would be the consequence? 
But inde(‘(l a country friend has writ me a letter 
which gives me ii gieat mortification; wherein I 
lind I am so la*’ IVoin expecting a supply from 
thence, tliat some havi*. not lieard of iiuj, and tliO 
rest do not uiuhTstand me: his epistle is as fol-* 
lows : 

“ COL'SIX, 

I thought, when 1 left the town, to have raised 
your lame here, and helped you to support it by in- 
telligence from hence; but, alas! th('y had never 
heard of the Tailor until 1 brought down a set* 1 
lent it from house to house, but they asked me 
what they meant. I began to enlighten them by 
telling who and who were supposed lo be intended 
by the characters drawn ; 1 said, for instance, Chloe 
and Clarissa are two eminent toasts. A gentleman, 
who keeps IiIkS greyhound and gun, and one would 
think might know better, told me, he supposed^ 
tliey were Papisfies, for their names were not Rng- 
lisli. ‘ Then, said he, why do you call live people 
toasts V I answered, ‘ I'hai was a new name found 
out by the wits, to make the lady have lluisame effect, 
as burridge in the glass when a man is drinking. 
But, says I, Sir, I perceive tliis to you is all bam-' 
hoozlinv\ why, you look as if )ou were Don 
Die vent to the tune of a thousand [Kiunds.* All this 
good language was lost upon him : he only stared, 
though he*is as good a Scholar as any layman in the 
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town, except the barber. Thus, epusin, you must 
be dontciit with London for the centre of your 
wealth and fame; we have no relish for you. Wit 
must describe its proper circumference, aqd not go 
beyond it, lest, like little boys when they straggle 
out of their own parish, it may wander to places 
where it is not known, and be lost. Since it is so, 
you must excuse me, tliat 1 am forced at a visit to 
sit silent, and only lay up what excellent things pass 
at ^such conversations. 

‘‘ *rhis evening I was with a couple of young 
ladies ; one of them has the character of the pret- 
tiest company, yet really I thought her but silly ; 
the other, who talked a great deal less, 1 observed 
to have understanding. The lady, who is reckoned 
such a companion among her acquaintance, has 
only, with a very brisk air, a knack of saying the 
commonest things; the odier, with a sly serious 
one, says home things enough. The first, mistress 
Giddy, is very quick; but the second, mistress 
Slim, fell into Gidd’s own style, and was as good 
company as she. Giddy happens to drop her glove ; 
Slim reaches it to her. * Madam, says Giddy, 1 
hope you will have a better office.’ Upon which 
Slim immediately repartees, and sits in her lap, and 
cries, ‘ Are you not sorry for niy heaviness f The 
sly weiH'h pleased me, to see how she hither height 
of understanding so well. We sat down to dinner. 
Says Giddy, mighty prettily, ‘ Two hands in a dish, 
and one in a p^se.* Says Slim, ‘ Ay, madam, the 
more the merrier; but the fewer the better chear.’ 
I quickly took the hint, and was as witty and talk- 
ative as they. Says I, 

Ife that will not when be may, 

When he will, he ihall have nay 

and so helped myself. Giddy turns about; ^ What, 
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have you found your tongue V’ ^ Yes, says I ^ it is 
manners to speak when I am spoken to ; hut your, 
greatest taJkers are the least doers, and the still sow 
eats up alHhii broth/ ‘ ‘Ha! ha! says Giddy, ono 
would think he had nothing in him, and do .you 
hear how he talks, when he pleases ! I grew im- 
mediately roguish and pleasant to a degree, in the 
same strain. Slim, who knew how good company 
wc had beeff, cries, you will certainly print this 
bright conversation.'* 

it is so ; and he reby you may sec how small an 
appearance the prettiest things said in company 
make, when in print. 

6V. ./(/;// c’a'a’ Coffec-hmscy May 20, 

A mail from Lisbon has brought advices, of Juno 
the twelfth, from the king of Portugal’s army en- 
camped at Torre Allegada, wdiich inform^ us, that 
the general of the army called a court martial on the 
fourth at the camp of Jcrnmena, where it M^as re- 
solved to march with a design to attempt the suc- 
cour of Olivenza. Accordingly the army moved on 
the fifth, and marched towards Badajos, Upon 
their approach, the Marquis de Bay df^.taclied so 
great a party ftom the blockade of Olivenza, that 
the Marquis da^Minas, at the head of a laige de- 
tachment, covered a great convoy of provisions to- 
wards Olivenza, which threw in their stores, and 
marched back to their army without molestation 
from the Spaniards. They add, that each army 
must necessarily march into ipiarters within twenty 
days. 


Whosoever can discover a surgeon’s apprentice 
who fell upon Mr. Bickerstafl’’s messenger, or (as 
the printers call him) Devil, going to the* press, an<l 
tore out of his hand pan of bis essay agamsl duels. 
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ill th^ fragments of which were the words ' you lie, 
and * man of honour/ taken up at the Temple-i^ate, 
and the words, ‘ perhaps’ — ‘ may be not>I^*^by your 
leave, Sir,’*-*and other terms of provoca^pin, taken 
up at the door of Young Man’s Coffee-house, shall 
receive satisfaction from Mr. Morphew, besides a set 
of arguments to be s^ioken to any man in a passion, 
which* if the said enraged man listens to, will pre- 
vent quarrelling. • 

t+t Mr. Bickerstaff does hereby ^ve notice, that 
he has taken the two famous Universities of this land 
under his immediate care, and does hereby promise 
all tutors and pupils, that he will hear what can be 
said of each side between them, and to correct them 
impartially, by placing them in orders and classes in 
the learned world, according to their merit. 


N" 32. THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 1709, 


Quic^wd fif^unt homines—-^ 

nosM tit farrago UhtlU, 

Jvv. Sa(. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever meq do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its thema- P* 

White's Chocolate^housfi May 22. 

Ak an&wer to the following letter being absolutely 
necefl^y to be dispatched with all expedition, 1 
musi^&espass upon all that come with hoary ques- 
tioniil into my anti-chamber, to give the gentleman 
my.opinioq. » * 
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To liiAkC BiCKERSTAFK, £SQUIU£. 

« June 18, 1709. 

“ I know ti)ot whcth«r yow ouglit to pity or laugh 
at me; for I am fallen desperately in love with a 
professed Platonne/the most unaccountable creature 
of hef sex. To hear her talk seraphicS, and run , 
over Norris, and More, and Milton, and the whole 
set of intellectual triders, torments me heartily; 
for, to a lover who uij^erstands metaphors, all this 
pretty prattle of ideas gives very fine views of plea- 
sure, which only the dear declaimer prevents, by 
understanding tnem literally : why should she wish 
to be a cli^erubim, whed it is fiesh and blood that 
makes her adorable? If I speak to her, that is a 
high broach of the idea of intuition ; if I offer, at 
her hand or lip, she shrinks from the touch like a 
sensitive plant, and would contract herself into 
mere spirit. She calls her chariot, vehicle; her 
furbelowed scarf, pinions; her blue manteau and 
petticoat is her azure dress ; and her footman goes 
by the name of Oberon. It is my misfortune to be 
six feet and a half high, two full spans between the 
shoulders, thirteen inches diameter in the calves ; 
and, before 1 was* in love, 1 had a noble stomach, 
and usuall^> went to bed sober with two bottles. I 
am not quite six and twenty, and my nose is marked 
truly aqueline. For .these reasons, I am in a very 
particular manner her aversion. What shall 1 do ? 
Impudence itself cannot reclaim her. If I write 
miserably, she reckons me among the children of 
perdition, and discards me her region : if I assume 
the gross and substantial, she plays the real ghost ' 
with me, and vanishes in a moment. 1 had hopes 
in the hypocrisy of her sex; but perseverance makes 
it as bad as fixed aversion. 1 d&irc your opinion, 
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vvlicllicr I may fiot lawfiilly play tiu* impiisitioti 
Iior, xwAm iKt‘ of a little force, and put her 
to the rack and the torture, only to convince her, 
she lias really line limbs, without spoitijip**or distort- 
hit? them. I expect your directions, fefore I pro- 
ceed to dwindle an<i fall away with despair ; whicli 
at present I do not think adviscable, because, it' she 
should recant, she may then hate me, perhaps, in the; 
other ('xtreme, for my tenuity. I »am (with impa- 
tience) your most humble servant, 

Cri*\RLr.s S i r hoy.’' 


My patient has put his case with very much 
warmth, and vo])re»onted it in so live ly a manner, 
that 1 sec both his torment and tormentor with great- 
perspicuity. 'fhis order of Platonic ladies are t(^ 
be dealt with in a manner peculiar from all the rest of 
the sox. Flattery is the general way, and the way 
in this case ; but it is not to be done grossly. Every 
mail tliat has wit, and humour, and raillery, can 
ifiake a cdod (lattercr for woman in general ; but a 
Platomu* is not to bo touched with panegyric ; she 
will Icll you, it is a sensuality in' the soul to be de- 
liglitod iliat way. You an* not therefore to com- 
morul, sili-ntiy c’onsenl to all she does and, says. 
^'ou are. o consider, in her the Scorn of you is not 
humour, but opinion. 

'fhero wore, some yc^ais since, a set of these 
ladies wl;o were of (jualily, and gave out, that vir- 
ginity was to be their ^tate of life during tin's mortal 
cendiuon, and tliorefoic resolved to join their for- 
tunes, and erect a nunnery. The place ofresideftcc 
was pirclied upon ; and a pretty situation, full of 
natural falls and risings of waters, with shady co- 
verts, and flowery arbours, was approved by seven 
{>f tlie fimnders. There were as many of our sex 
who took the liberty to visit their mansions of in- 
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leiidert severity; among others*, a famous rake of 
that time, who had the grave way to an cxcelltflia?. 
He came ia j5r$t; but, upon seeing a servant coining 
towards I^ Vith a design to tcU him this was no 
place for him' or his companions, up goes my grave 
iinpiiderice to the maid; “ Young woman,” said he, 
“ if any of the ladies are in the way on this side of 
the house, pray carry us on the other side towards?- 
the gardens : we are, you must know, gentlemen 
that are travelling England ; after which we shall go 
into foreign parts, where some of us have already 
been.” Here he bows in the most humble manner, 
and kissed the girl, who knew not how to behave to 
such a sort of carriage. He goes on : “Now you 
must know we have an ambition to have it to say, 
that we have a Protestant nunnery in England : 4but 
pray, Mrs. Betty” — “ Sir,” she replied, “ my name 
is. Susan, at your service.” “Then I heartily beg 
your pardon” — “^o offence in the least,” said she, 
** for I have a cousin-german, whose name is Betty.” 
^ Indeed,” said he, “ I protest to you, that was 
more than 1 knew ; I spoke at random : but since it 
happens that 1 was near in the right, give me leave 
to presept this gentleman to the favour of a civil 
salCite.” His friend advances, and so on, until they 
* had all saluted her. By this means the poor girl was 
in the middle of the crowd of tliese fellows, at a loss 
what to do, without cxiurage to pass through them ; 
and the Platonics, at several peep-holes, pale, 
trembling, and fretting. Hake pi^ceived they were 
observed, and therefore tpok care to keep Sukey in 
chat with questions concerning their way of life ; 
when appeared at last Madonella f, a lady who had 

* It is said, that Mr. llepington, a Warwickshire waj;;, 
was the famous rake" here alluded to. 

+ The person here reprcsciitcil, or rather grossly misre- 
pretented, under thu name, of Madondtay a diminutive from 
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wr^ 14 tine book concerning the recluse life, and was 
the prqjectrix of the foundation. She approaches 
into the hall ; and Hake, knowing the .dignity of his 
own inif'ii and aspect, goes deputy frotti his com- 
pany. She begins, “ Sir, 1 am obliged to follow 
the seninit, who was sent out to know wdiat affair 
could make strangeis press upon a solitude whicli 
we, who arc io iiihabit this phu'e, have* <levoted to 
Mouven and fair own llionghLs r Madam,” re- 
plies Hake, with an air of great distaiieo, mixed 
with a eerlain iiKlifl’erenee, by which he could dis- 
semble dissinuiialiou, your great intention has 
made moie noise in the world, than yon design it 
should; and w'c travellers, wlio ha\e seen many 
foreign institutions of this kiiid, have a curiosity to 
.see in its first mdiments, tlu* >eat of primitive 
piety; for such it must be called by future ages, to 
the eternal lionour of the founders: 1 have read 
iMadonclla’s cxr(;lloiit and seraphic discoiirse on this 
•subject.” TIac lady iinm<‘diat{ ly answered, “ If 
what I have saitl could ha\e coutribuled to raise any 
tlioughls ill you that may make for the advancement 
of iuUllectijid and tlivme cuuversiition, 1 should 
tliink myself tAtremcly happy.” lie immediately 
fell bae with the prohnmdesl veneration ; then ad-^ 
vanciny. “ Are you, then, that admired lady '^ If I 
may upp'oaeh ii[js whi<*h have utteied things so 
suered.”-- He salutes her. His friends followed his 
example. The devoted within stood in amazement 
where tlii< woukl end, to see Madonella receive 
their address. and then* company. But Rake go(is 
on — ‘‘ We would nut transgress Rules; but if we 
may tjk<? the liberty to si-e that place you have 


Mudotia, which Mgnitics the Virgin Mary, wa3, Mri. Mary 
Astcll, a lady of superior understand iiig, of considerable 
learniiii;, and fsingutar piety. 
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;iioiiglit fit forhoosc for t^vrr, we would i;o into 
part'! ol’tln! trurdorw, as is consistent witli the s''*ve- 
nfjes vow luiyp unnoted on yoursr jves/! 

To \)o silOct, Matlonella pc^ 1,1. Med Rake to lend 
I'.er iut(» the a'Semldy t>f Nnn>, tbllo\uMl by his 
MW lids, and oa< li look Iw'^ fair oo<‘ by ihi* hand, after 
d'U* explanation, to walk roujid tin* i^ardcns. The 
eoiivorsalion turned upon the Idies, (In* flowers, tl)e 
arbours, aud the fiTowinu^ vei'-etabhis ; and Rake had 
lln* solemn impudence, when the whole* eompany 
stood round him, to saVt that he sincerely 
■wished imm mi;zlit rise out of tin) earth like plants; 
and that our minds wore not oi‘ necessity to be 
sullied with oaniivorous appctiii s for the j^ijeneration, 
as well as support, of our specu s ‘ 'I'liiswas sj)oken 
with so easy and fi\<*d an asMiranee, that Mado- 
m lla answorecl, “Sir, under the notion of a pious 
tliong*ht, you deceive yourself ii\ wishing an insti- 
tution foreign to that of idence. These* (l^‘^iJ•es 
were implanUwl in ns for reverend f)urj>oses, in pre- 
serving the race of men, and giving oppoilunitit s 
fur making onr chastity more lieroie.” I'ho eoii- 
ference >vas eontinned in lliis eele&tial strain, and 
carried on so well hy the managers on both .sides, 
that it created a sicund and a third interview ; and, 
without enlming into further particulars, the re was 
hardly one, of them but was a moilier or fatiier that 
(lay twelvemonth. 

Any unnatural part is long taking up, and as long 
laying aside; therefore Mr. Sturdy may assure him- 
self, Plantonica will fly for evei from a forward be- 
ha\ioiir; but if he apjjroaches her according to this 
model, she will fall in with the necessities of morta! 
life, and condescend to look with pity iij)on an un- 


* \n allusion U\ or ratlicr a quotation from Sir F. J3roiviu*’'i 
“ Religo Medici.'' 
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From my own Apartment, J//«c 22. 


The evils of this town increase upon me to so 
great a degree, that I am half afraid 1 shall not 
leave the world much better than ! found il. Se- 
veral worthy gentlemen and critics have applirtl to 
me, to give my censure of an enormity which has 
been revived, after being long suppressed, and is 
called punning, I have several arguments ri‘iidy to 
prove, that he cannot be a man of honour, who is 
guilty of this abuse of human society. But the ^vay 
to expose it is, like the expedient of curing drun- 
kenness, showing a man in that condition : there- 
fore I must give my reader warning to expect a 
collection of these offences ; without which prepa- 
ration, I thought it too adventurous to introduce tlie 
very mention of it in good company : and I hope, 
1 shall be understood to do it, as a divine mentions 
oaths and curses only for their condemnation. I 
shall dedicate this discourse to a gentleman, my very 
good friend, who is the Janus* of our times, and 
whom \)y his years and wit, you would lake to b(' 
of the last age ; but by his dress and morals, of 
this. 

St. James's CoJf'ecAmisey June 22. 


1 ast niglit arrived two mails from Holland, which 
bring letters from the Hague of the twenty-eighth 
instant, N. S. with advice that the enemy lay en- 
camped behind a slront* retrenchment, with the 
marsh of Romiers on their right and left, extending 
itself as far as Bethunc : l.a Basse is in their front, 


* Under the fanriftil name of Janus, Steele clearly alliulo 
to Suift. 
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Li-jjs in llujr rear, riiul tlu’ir s;lr*'nul.Iu‘mH! 

!r» liiu‘ l.cns lo j)o\vuy. 'I’lio 

ol’ \Jjii ll)<uon;_h c iis^rd an <*\a< I (>bs(*n alion lo 1 )«* 
ina‘l(j ol' their ^namd, and the works l)y which llic\ 
wcr<.‘ coverfd, which .in-d <0 slion«j,* that, it was 
not tlioiii;l\t |iioj)( r to .iMtick llu ni in ihcir present 
poslmc. Ilow’cvi i, iht Duke thoiiirhl til lo make 
ieiia as if lui d( d i( : 111- Cluwi’ a^cordinl;ly 
niarclii'd I'om tin- abbey at boo/i', as did IViijci^ 
I’ai;^cin‘ I’loi i ] ai:i[>M‘t, ‘liul advanced with all }>os- 
sibl(‘ dili^'eijce low. lids tiic enemy. 'To I’.ivoiir the 
HppearaiKU' of an inieiuh'd tlu* wa\s Weie 

made, and oiders di'^tiibiited in siteh maniK r, that 
noni', in ull'.er camp could hav(‘ thoiie‘iit> ol' an\ 
ihin^’bnt ehaieim;’ fin* cm n\v liy bieak of day ne\( 
uiorriinj^ : bat .^oon a beMlu* l.d 1 oi' t lie nii^hl of the 
Iw'tmly siV*h, tlie wlioK* annv laci-d lowaids 'i'om 
Jiay, which place tlicy iiiM'^hd <ail^ in die inoinii!!;' 
of the twenty-sevcnlh. 'J'hi* ni.ir.shal \ illais wa.s so 
conlidenl that w e desie;ned to atlai'k liiin, lliat he had. 
drnwn j;'n‘ut part of the e'arrison of the place which 
is now invested into tin-, field: Ibr wliieh ri'a^on, il 
is ])resnnied, il must snlniat within a small linn, 
whii’li till' enemy <'<mnot pre\< nt, but by ('oiniii^ out 
ot’ lh(‘ir present e,imj>, and ha/.aidine' a l;i m ral en- 
i>’ai^emenl. 'I'Ik >e adv iv-o add, tliat the ii'l^on 
oi' iMi'iis had marched out under I In' eonnnand t.t 
marshal d’Aieo ; wiiich, with the IVaviii iai!'?, \va!- 
loons, and the troo]»s of < 'olo«j:ne, liave join« d the 
ii’iand army of the eiiernv. 


r o I I 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 1700. 


fyulvq^id agunl homines 

noslri esi farrago Vthelli. 

Ji'V. S;it. i. .S5,S(i. 

Wli.iloVr iniMi flo, or ‘•ay, orftiink, ordiram, 

Oiir iiioMry piipor sfizis for il‘< tiirmo. I*, 


By Mrs. Jfi^ny Distaff, Half'-Sislcr lo 
Mr. BlCKIlllSTAlF. 

Train my oxvn Apartment^ June 12. 

M Y brollu -r has nmdd an oxrnrsioii into tiui country, 
aiifl tlu'\\ M V against Saturday li(‘S u[)on me. I am 
V(‘ry ji’lad i liavo };ot ])cn and ink in iny hand ; foi* I 
have for some time lontjcd for l\is ahseniT, to given 
riglit idea of things, which I thought he put in a very 
odd Right, and some of them to the disadvantage of 
rny <;wn sex. It is much to 1>(‘ lamented, that if. 
is iiee.’ssary to make discourses, and publish treatises, 
to k(.'r» the horrid creatures, the men, within the 
rules C/i eommoii decency. 

[gladly embrace this opportunity toexpress myself 
with th • resentment 1 ought, on people who take 
Jiherties of speech bef >rc that sox, of whom the ho- 
noiin'd names of ]Mot]ier, Daughter, and Sister are 
a part: I had liked to have named Wife in the 
number; but the senseless world are so mistaken in 
their sentiments of pleasure, that the most amiable 
term in human life is become the derision of fools 
and scorners. My brother and 1 have at least fifty 
times (juarrellcd upon this topic. I ever argue, 
that the frailties of women are to be imputed to the 
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ililse oriiaineiits, which nieu of wit put upon c^ur 
folly and coquetry. 11c lays all the vices of men upon 
would fs secret iij)probation of libortini' clunacters 
in them. I did not care to irive up a point ; but, now 
iic is out of tho way, J cannot but owji I believe 
lliere is very much in wliat he asserted: but if you 
will beli(‘ve your eyes, and ovmi, tliat the \\iek('<iest 
and wittiest of thorn all inarry one day or other, 
it is impossilde to believe, tliat if a man tliou|;‘ht 
he should be for ever incapable of beinpi^ ri'ceived 
by a w’onian of merit and honour, he would persist 
in an abandoned way ; and deny luinself tlui pos- 
sibility of enjoying the happiness of well-governed 
desires, orderly satisfactions, iind honourable me- 
thods of lile. Jf onr sex were wise, a lover shouhl 
have a certificate fiom the* UiKst wcanan he served, 
how he was turned away, befrnc he was received 
into the service of another; but at present any vaga- 
bond is welcome, provided he promises to enter into 
our livery. It is w'onderful, that we wnll not take 
a footman w'ithout credentials from Ins last master: 
and in the greatest concern of life, w'e make no 
scrnple of falling into a trevUy with tlie most no- 
toriotis offender in this beliaviour against others. 
J’ut this breach of commerce between tlu' sexes pro- 
ceeds from an unaoeouniable prevaleuee of eustoin, 
by wliich a woman is to the last degree rcproachuble 
for being deeeivcKl, and a man sulfers no loss of credit 
for being a deceiver. 

Since this tyrant humour has gained [)Iace, why 
are we represented in the writings of nun iii ill 
figure for artifice in our carriage, when we have to 
do with a professed impostor? When oaths, impre,- 
cations, vows, and adorations, are mudi*. , usii of as 
words of course, what arts are not necessary to 
defend us from such as glory in the breach of tluMu? 
As for my 1 am re.solvod to hear all, and be- 



TATLEK. 


256 


N- 33\ 


liere none of tliern; and tlicrefore solemnly declare no 
vow shall deceive me, but that of marriage ; for 1 am 
turned of twenty, and being of a small fortune, some 
wit, and (if 1 can believe my lovers and my glass) 
lianclsoino, I have heard all that can be said towards 
my undoing; and shall therefore, for warning-sake, 
give an account of the offers that have been made 
me, my manner of rejecting them, and my assistances 
to keep my resolution. 

In the sixteenth year of my life, T fell into the 
acquaintance of a lady extremely well known in 
this town for the (piick advancement of her hus- 
band, and the honours and distinctions which her 
industry has procured him, and fill who belong to 
lier. This excellent body sat next to me for some 
months at church, and ‘‘ took the liberty, which,’’ 
she said, her years and the zeal she had for my 
welfare gave her claim to, to assure me, that shci 
observed some parts of my behaviour which would 
lead me into errors, and give encouragement to some 
to entertain hopes I did not think of. What made 
you,"’ said she, “ look through your fan at that lord, 
when your eyes should have been turned upwards, or 
closed in attention upon l)ctter objects ?” I blushed 
and i»r ^tended fifty odd excuses but confounded 
myself the more. She wanted nothing but to see 
that confusion, and goes on; “ Nay, child, do not 
be troubled that 1 take notice of it; my value for 
you made me speak it ; for though he is my kinsman, 
i have a nearer re.iiard to virtue than any other 
('onsidcration.” She had hardly done speaking, 
when this noble lord came up to us, and led her to 
her coach. 

My head ran all that day and night on the ex- 
emplary carriage of this woman, who could be so 
virtuously impertinent, as to admonish one she was 
hardly acquainted with. ' However, it struck upon 
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tlic vanity of a girl, that it may ]>ossi})ly his 
thoughts might have been as iavourable of me, as 
mine were amorous of him: and us unlikely things 
us that have hap))ei)cd, if he sliould make me his 
wife. She never mentioned this more to me; but 
f still ill all public places stole looks at this man, 
who easily observed my passion for him. It is so 
hard a thing to clieck the rotiun of agrci'ablc 
thoughts, that he became my dream, my vision, my 
food, iny wish, my torment. 

, 'fhat miiiistress of darkiu^ss, the ludy Seinpronia, 
pcroi'ived too well the temper I was in, and would 
oiuj day after evening service, needs take me to the 
park. When wc wt‘re there, my lord pasfses by ; 

I flushed into a flame. iMrs. Distufl,” saifl sh(‘, 

“ you may very well remember the concern I Avas 
in upon the lirst notice I took of your regara to that 
lord; and forgive me, who had a lender fih'udsliip 
for your moliier (imw in Ikt grave), that f am vigi- 
lant of your eoiiduct.*^ She went on with much se- 
verity, and, after great solicitation, ]>revailcd on me 
to go with her into the country, and th(‘rc spend the 
ensiling suiiiiner out of the A\ay of a man she saw I 
loved, and one whom she piurcuved im dilated my 
ruin, by frctjuently desiring her to iiiiroduct* him to 
me: which she absolutely refused, except he would 
give his honour that he had no other design but 
to marry me. To her country-house a W(H‘k or two 
after wc went : there was at the further cud of her 
garden a kind of wilderness, in the middle of which 
ran a soft rivulet by an arbour of jessamine. In tliis 
place 1 usually passed my retired hours, and read 
some romantic or poetical tale until the close of the 
CA’ening. It was near that time, in the heat of 
summer, when gentle winds, soft murmurs of 
water, and notes of nightingales, have given my 
mind an indolence, which addetl to that repoae of 
•/3 
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Boul« twilight and the etid of a warm day iiaturally 
throw upon the spirits. It was at such an hour, 
and in such a state of tranquillity I sat, when, to 
my inexpressible amazement, I saw my lord walk- 
ing towards me, whom I knew not until that mo- 
ment to have been in the country. 1 could ob- 
serve in his approach the perplexity which at- 
tends a man big with design ; and I had, while 
he was coming forward, time to reflect that I was 
betrayed ; the sense of which gave me a resentment 
suitable to such a baseness: but, wlien he entered 
into the bower where I was, my heart flew towards 
him, and, 1 confess, a certain joy came into my 
mind, with an hope that lie might then make a 
declaration of honour and passion. This threw my 
eye upc^ him with such tenderness as gave him 
power, with a broken accent, to begin. “ Madam — 
you will wonder — for it is certain, you must have 
observed — though I fear you will misinterpret the 
motives — but by heaven and all that is sacred ! if 
you could” — Here he made a full stand, and I reco- 
vered power to say, “ The consternation I am in 
you will not, I hope, believe — an helpless innocent 
maid — besides that, the place.**— — He saw me in 
as great confusion as himself; which attributing to 
the same causes, he had the audaciousness to tlirow 
himself at my feet, talk of the stillness of llic even- 
ings and t'.en ran into deifications of my person, 
pure flames, constant love, eternal raptures, and a 
thousand other phrases drawn from tfui images we 
have of Heaven, which ill men use for the service of 
Hell, when run over with uncommon vehemence. 
After which he seized me in his arms : his design 
was too evident. In my utmost distress, I fell upon 

my knees “ My lord, pity inc, on my knees 

on my knees in the cause of virtue, as you were 
lately in that of wickedness. Can you tliink of • 
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(Icsti'oyiii^' the labour of a whole life, ihe piirpoi^ of . 
a lonj;^ education, for the base purpose of a suddeh 
appetite; to throw one that loves you, that doats on 
you, out of the company and the road of all that is 
virtuous and praise-worthy? Have I taken in all 
the instructions of piety, religion and reason, for 
no other end, but to be the sacrifice of lust, and 
abandoned to scor?i ? Assume yourself, niy lord ; 
and do not attempt to vitiate a temple sacred to 
innocence, honour, and religion. If I have injured 
you, stab this bosom, and li t me dii*, but not be 
ruined, by the Imnd I love.” The ardeney of my 
passion made me incapable of uttering nfore ; and I 
saw my lover astonished and reformed by my beha- 
viour; when rushed in Seinpronia. ‘*Ila! faith- 
less base man, could you then steal out of town, 
^ind lurk like a robber about my house for such 
brutish purpos^s !’* 

My lord by this time was recovered, and fell 
into a violenl laughter at the turn which Sen)pronia 
designed to give her villany. He bowed to me with 
the utmost respect: “ Mrs. Distaff,” said he, “ be 
earoful Ijcreafter of your company;” and so rclired. 
The fiend Sempronia congratulated my deliverance 
with a flood of tears. 

This nobleman has since very frequently made his 
addresses to me w'ith honour; but 1 have as often 
refused them ; as well knowing that familiarity and 
marriage will make him, on some ill-natured oc- 
casion, call all I said in the arbour a theatrical action. 
Besides that, I glory in contemning a man, who 
had thoughts to my dishonour. If this method were 
the imitation of the whole sex, innoeenci* would be 
the only dniss of beauty; and all affc<!t.ation by any 
other aits to please the eyes of men would be ba- 
nished to the stews for ever. • "I'he conquest of 
passion gives ten times more happiness than we can 
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reapf from the j^rutificatioii of it ; t^nd ssho, that has 
s^ot over such a one us mine, will stand amon^ Ih'aiix 
and Pretty Fellows, with as mncli safety as in a sum- 
mer’s day ainon" grasslioppers and biittcrllios. 

P. S. 1 have ten iiiilHons of tilings more against 
men, if ever 1 get the pen again. 


Sf. James's Coffee-IiovsCf Junc'2\, 

Our last advices from the Hague, dated the 
lwi‘nty-(Mghtli instant, N. S. say, that, on the 
Uvi nty-fifth, a squadron of Dutch men of war sailed 
out of the Texcl to join Admiral Baker at Spithead. 
T1 k‘ twenty-sixth was observed as a day of fusling 
and humiliation, to implore a blessing on the arms 
of l\u\ allies this ensuing campaign. liOtters from 
Dresden are very particular in tin* account of the 
gallantry and nuignificenec, in which^tliat Court has 
appeared since arrival of the king of Denmark. 
No day has ]rassed iu which public shows havii not 
been exhibited for his eiitertaiument and diversiojf: 
the last of that kind which is meuiioned is a ca- 
rousal, wherein many of the youth of the first qua- 
lity, dressed iu the most splendid manned, ran for 
the prize Hi§ 13auish Majesty condescended to the 
same ; but having observed that there was a design 
laid to throw it in his way, passed by without at- 
.^tempting to gain it. The Court of Dresden was 
preparing to aceonipany his Danish Majesty to Pots- 
dam, where the expectation of an interview of three 
kings, had drawn together such multitudes of peo- 
ple, that many persons of distinct ion will be obligcfl 
to lie in tents, as long us those Courts continue in 
that place. 
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Quicqiad agmf homines 

fiosiri rsi farrago Uhelli. 

Jiiv. Sat. i. 8.5, 86. 

■WhateVi' men <lo, orsay, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper bci7.es for its theme. P. 

By Isaac 13tcki:rstaff, Esqi'ire. 

IVhite's C/iocolaie^honsc, June 25. 

}lAvi\(r taken upon me to euro all the distempers 
which proceed from affections of the mind, I have 
laboured, since 1 first kept the public stage, to do 
all the good 1 <M)uld, and have perfected many cures 
at my own lodgings, caroftdly avoiding the common 
method of mountebanks, to do their most eminent 
operations in sight of the people ; bu^miist b(i so 
just to m> patients as to dcclan*, they have tostilied 
under their hands their sense of my poor abilities, 
and the good 1 have done them, which I publish for 
the benefit (^f the world, and not out of any thoughts 
of private advantage. 

1 have cured fine Mrs. Spy of a great impeifec- 
tion in her eyes, which made her eternally rolling 
them from one coxcomb to another in public places, 
ill so languishing a manner, that it onec lessened 
her own power, and her beholders vanity. Twenty 
drops of my ink, piaecd in certain letters on which 
she attentively looked for half an hour, have restored 
her to the true use. of her sight which is, to guide, 
and not mislead us. Ever since she took the licpior, 
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wluch I cair HickcratiilF’s cin-urnsju ttion-'ccatcr, she 
looks* rifjlit forward, and can bear being looked at 
for half a day without returning one glanc<;. This 
water has a peculiar virtue in it, which makes it the 
only true cosmetic or beauty-wash in the world ; the 
nature of it is swell, tliat if you go to a glass with a 
design to admire your face, it immediately clningi's 
it into downright deformity. If you consult it only 
to look with a better countenance upon your friends, 
it innnediately gives an alacrity to the visage, and 
new grace to the whole person. There is indeed a 
great deal owing to the constitution of the person to 
whom it is applied : it is in vain to give it when the 
patient is in the rage of the distemper; a bride in 
her first month, a lady soon after her luisbaiid’s being 
knighted, or any person of cither sex, who has 
lately obtained any new good Ibrtuiie or pitder- 
inent, must be prepared some time before tliey 
use it. It has an ellbct upon otlicrs, us well as the 
patient, when it is taken in due form, I aidy Petu- 
lant has by the use of it cured her husband of ji'a- 
lousy, and iady Gad her whole neighbourliuod of 
detraction. ^ 

The fame of these things, added to my being an 
old fellow, makes me extremely acceptable to the 
fair sex. You would hardly believe me, when J 
tvill you there is not a man in town so much their 
delight as myself. I’hey make no more of visiting 
mo, than going to Madam Dcpinglc’s; there w'cre 
two of them, namely, Damia and Cliilainira, (J 
assure you women of distinction) who came to see 
me this morning in their wa) to prayers ; and being 
in a very diverting humour (as innocence always 
makes people cheerful), they would needs have me, 
according to the distinction of ]n’otty and very 
pretty fi‘llovvs, inform them, if I thouglit either of 
them had a title to the very pretty among tliose 
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of their own sox ; and if 1 did, which was thcjaipfe 
tlosorving of the two ? 

To put them to the trial, “ Lookyo,’* said I, “ 1 
must not rashly give iny judgment in matters of 
I his importance; pray let me see yon dance, I play 
upon the kit.'' They immediately fell back to tlic 
lower end of the room (yon may be sure they 
eoiirtsicd low enough to me) and began. Never 
w(‘re two in the world so equally inalehcd, and both 
scholars to my nanu?-sakc Isaac."' Never was man 
in so dangerous a condition as myself, when they 
began to cxj)and tlioir «*harnis. “ Oh ! ladies, 
ladi(‘s,” cried I, ** not half tliat air, yon will fire the 
hous('.” Both smiled ; for, by the bye, ti\cre is no 
carrying a metaphor too far, when a lady’s charms 
arc spoken of. Soinl^body, I think, has called a 
line woman dancing, ‘‘ a brandisluid torch of beau- 
ty.” 'Pliescy rivals moved with such an agreeable 
freedom, that you would believe their gesture was 
the necessary etiect of the music, and not* the pro- 
duct of* skill and practice. Now (/lidamira came mi 
with a crowd of graces, and domaiKlc4 my jiulg- 
ment Nvilli so swc'ot an air — and she had no sooner 
carried it, l)iit Damia made her utterly forgot, by a 
gi-iille sinking, and a rigadoon step.. The contest 
held a full half-hour; and, I piotcst, I saw no 
mai.ncr of difl’orcnce in their perfections, until they 
.came np together, and expected sentence. “ J-ook/ 
ye, ladies," said I, “ I sec* no difiercnce in the least 
in your jicrformancc ; but you, Clidamira, seem to 
be so well satisfied that I shall determine for yon, 
that I must give it to Damia, who stands with so 
much diffidence and fear, after showing an equal 
merit to wliiit she pretends to. Therefore, Clida- 

* Mr. fs 2 iar, a famous dancing-master at that time, was 

a Frenchman, and u Roman Cnti^lir. 
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ihira, you are pretty ; but, Damia, you are a vt‘ry 
pretty lady : ibr,’* said 1, “ beauty loses its force 
if not accompanied with modesty. She that has 
an humble opinion of herself, will have every body’s 
applause, because she does not expect it ; while the 
vain cieaturo loses approbation throup;h too great a 
sense of deserving it.” 

From Tin/ oun Apartment^ June 27. 

Being of a very spare and hectivc constitution, 
I am forced to make freejuent journeys of a mile or 
two for fresh air; and indeed by this lust, which 
was no farther than tlie village of Chelsea, 1 am 
larther convinced of the necessity of travelling to 
know the world; for, as it is usual wilh young 
voyagers, as soon as they land upon a shore, to begin 
their accounts of the nature of the people, their 
soil, their government, their inclinations, and their 
passions; so r(*ally I fancied I could give you an 
immedr^te description of this village, from the five 
fields where the robbers lie in w’ait, to the coftbe- 
house where the Literati sit in council. A great 
ancestor of ours by the motlier’s side, Mr. .lustice 
Overdo (whose history is written by Ben .lonson,) 
met with more enormities by walking incognito than 
he was capable of correcting ; and found great mor- 
tifications in observing also persons of eminence, 
whom he before knew nothing of. Thus it farecl 
with me, even in a place so near the town as this. 
When I came into the coffee-house, 1 had not time 
to salute the company, before my eyes was diverted 
by ten thousand gimcracks round the room, and on 
the cieling. When my first astonishment was over, 
comes to me a sage of a thin and meagre coun- 
tenance; which aspect made me doubt, whether 
reading or fretting had made it so philosophic ; but 
J very soon perceived him. to be of that sect whicJ» 
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iho anticiits call Oingivistsc ; in our language, 
drawers. 1 itnmediately had afespect for the. inan ; 
for these practical philosophers go upon a very ra- 
tional hypothesis, not to cure, but take away the 
part affected. My love of mankind made, me very 
benevolent to Mr. Salter for such is the name of 
tliis eminent barber and antkiuary. Men are usu- 
ally, but unjustly, distinguished rather by their 
fortunes than their talents, otherwise tills personage 
would make a great figure in that class of men 
which I distinguish under the title of Odd Fellow's. 
But it is the rnisfortiuie of persons of great genius 
to have their faeullies dissipated by attention to too 
many lhiiit;s at once. Mr. Sailer is an instance of 
this : if he would wholly give himself up to the 
string,! instead of playing twenty beginnings to 
tunes, he might, bcibre he dies, play Roger de 
Caubly^ quite out. 1 heard him go through his 
whole round, and indeed I think he does play the 
“ Merry Christ Church bells” pretty justly ; but he 
confc'sscd to ukj, Ikj did that rather to show he was 
orthodox, than tliat valued liimself upon the 
music itself. Or, if he did proceed in liis anatomy, 
why might he not hope in time to cut off legs, as 
well as teeth? The particularity of this man 
put me into a deep tliought, whence it should pro- 
ceed, that of all the lower order, barbers should go 
further in hitting the ridiculous than any other set 

\ 

• Mr. Salter was a nuted barber, who began to make a 
collection of natural niriositicN which acquired liirii the 
name (probabl^r tirbt given him by Steele) of Don Saltero. 
Ho formerly kept a coffee-house at CbeKea, the curiosities of 
which were Jatclj sold by auction. Sec Gent. Mag. vol. L\ I .X . 
p. 160. 

f There was no passing his hoii^e, if lie was at home, 
without having one\s ears grated with the sound of his fiddle, 
on wliieli lie scraped most exeorahh . 
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of rfien. Watermen brawl, coblcrs sing : but why 
must a barber be for ever a politician, a musician, 
an anatomist, a poet, and a physician ? Tlici learned 
Vossiiis says, his barber used to comb his head in 
lambics. And indeed, in all ages, one of this use- 
ful profession, this order of cosmetic philosophers, 
hos been celebrated by the most eminent hands. 
Yon see the barlier in Don Quixote is one of the 
principal charaetors in the histoiy ; which gave me 
satisfaction in tlu* doubt, why Don Saltero writ his 
name with a Spanish tonnination : for he. is de- 
scend('d in a right line, not from John 'rradeseant,”^' 
as he himself asserts, but from that mt'morabh; com- 
panion of the Ivniglit of Mancha. And 1 herehy 
certify all the worthy citizens who trav(‘l to sec his 
rarities, that his double-barrelled pistols, targets, 
coats of mail, his Sclopeta and sword of Toledo, 
wejc left to his ancestor by the said DoiuQuixote, 
and ])y the said ancestor to all liis progeny down to 
Don Saltero! Though 1 go thus hir in favour of 
Don Saltero’s great merit, I cannot allow a ]il)crty 
he takes of iinj)osing several names (without my 
liccnci') on the cc'llections he has made, to the 
abuse of the good people of England ; one of whieJi 
is parti< \ilarly calculated to dcccuvc religious per- 
sons, to the great scandal of tin* -well-disposed, and 
may introduce heterodox opinions. He shows you 
a straw imt, which I know to he made byMagde 
Peskad, within three miles of Bedford ; and tells 
you, “ It is Pontius I'ilate’s wife’s chambermaid’s 
sistei’s hat.’’ To my knowledge of this very hat it 
may be added, that the covering of straw was never 
iisi‘d among the .lews, since it was demanded of 
them to make bricks without it. Therefore this is 


* Tradescant w as the person who collected the curiosities 
which Blias Ashmole left to the University of Oxford. 
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r(‘Jilly notliiiig but, iiiidor the spreious priilciuyi of 
learning' and anti(|uiti( s, to impose npf»ii the woiW. 
There are other thing's which I cannot tolerate among' 
his rarities: as, the duna figure of a lady in the 
glass-ease : the Italian engine for the imprisonment 
of those who go abroad with it: both winch I lu‘re- 
by ordfT to bc‘ taken down, or else he may c \pcct to 
Ji'ave Ills letters-patent for making punch sujiersedcd, 
be debarred wearing his luidf next winter, or evt'r 
coining to London without liis wife. It may per- 
haps b(; thought I have dwi'lt too long upon tin* 
alfairs of this operator; but I desire the reader to 
reincniber, that it is my way to consider men as 
llioy stand in meiit, and not at'cording to their for- 
tune or figure; and if he is in a coflt‘e-li(»iise at the 
reading lioriof, let liim look round, and lie will 
find, there may 1 k' more characters drawn in this 
account than that of* Don Saltcro; for lialf the jioli- 
liciiuis al)C)ut liim, he may obseive, are, by their 
place iii nature, of the class of toolli-drawcrs* 




THU US DAY, JUNE ;I0, 1709. 


Quicquidagunt homines- — 

nustri esl farrago tibdfi. 

Jn\. Sat. i. Sj, Sfi. 

Wliate’er nuMi do, or >*ay,or think, or dream. 

Our motley paper bcizcb for iu theme. !*• 

Grcciafi Coffee-house, J uve 28. 

There is an habit or custom wliich I have put my 
patience to the utmost stretch to have sullercd so 

A A. 2 
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lon<^ because several of itiy intimate friends are in 
the ^ilt; and that is, die humour of taking snuff, 
and looking dirty about the mouth by way of orna- 
ment. 

My inetliod is, to dive to the bottom of a sore 
before I pretend to apply a remedy. For this rea- 
son, 1 sat by an eminent story-teller and politician, 
who takes half an ounce in five seconds, anrl has 
mortgaged a pretty tenement near th<i town, merely 
to improve and dung his brains with this prolific 
powder. I observed this gentleman, the other day, 
in the midst of a story, diverted from it by looking 
at something at a distance, and 1 softly hid his box. 
Ihit he returns to his tale, and, looking for his box, 
he cries, “ And so, Sir — .” Then, when he should 
have takem a pinch, “ As I was saying — ” says ho, 
“ has nobody seen my box T' His friend beseeches 
him to finish his narration : then he proceeds ; ‘‘ And 

so. Sir where can my box be?*' Then turning 

to me, “ Pray, Sir, did you see my box V' “ Yes, 
Sir,” said I, “ I took it to sec how long you could 
live Avithout it.” He resumes his tale, and I took 
notice that his dulness was much more regular and 
fluent than before. A pinch supplied the place of 
“ As I was saying,” and “ So, Sir;” and he went 
on currently enough iii that style which the learned 
<*all the insipid. This observation easily led me into 
a philosopiiic reason for taking snuff, which isiflonc 
only to supply with sensations the want of reflection. 
This I take to be an a nostrum ; upon which 
I hope to receive the thanks of this board : for as it 
is iiatTiral to lift a man's hand to a sore, when you 
fear any thing coming at you ; so when a person 
feels his thoughts are run out, and he has no more 
to say, it is as natural to supply his weak brain with 
powder at the nearest place of access, liz. the 
nostrils. This is so evident, that nature suggests 
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the U8C according to the* indigence of the puiwons 
who take this medicine, without being prepossessed 
with the force of liishioii or custom. For example; 
the native Hibernians, who are reckoned not much 
nnJiko the aiitient Ba^otiims, take this spocihe for 
emptiness in the head, in greater adundance tiiau 
any otlier nation under th(i sun. Tlie learned Sotns, 
us sparing as lie is in liis ^vords, would be .still more 
silent if it were not for this powde r. 

However low and poor the taking of snuff argues 
a man to be in liis stock of thoughts, or means to 
employ his brains and his fingers ; yet thi'rc is a 
poorer creature in the world than he, and this is a 
liorrower of snuff; a fellow that keeps no box of 
liis own, but is always asking otlurs for a pineb. 
Such poor rogues put me always in mind of a com- 
mon phrase among school-boys when they are. com- 
posing their exercise, who run to an upp(‘r scholar, 
and cry, “ Pray give me a little sense.’' But of all 
things commend me to the ladies who arc got into 
tills pretty help of discourse. I have been thes(j 
three years persuading Sagissa* to leave it off; but 
she talks so mncli, and is so learned, that she is 
above contradiction. However, an accident the 
other day brought that about, which my eloquence, 
could never accompii.sh. She liad a very pretty fel- 
low in her closet, who ran tliithcr to avoid soniO' 
company that came to visit her: she made an ex- 
cuse to go in to him for some implement they were 
talking of. Her eager gidlant snatched a kiss ; hut, 
being unused to snufi’, some grains from off her 


* The ingenious lady here alluded to, under the name of 
Sagissa, a diminutive from the word Sagi:, was probably Mrs. 
l)e la Uiviere Manley, who provoked Slcele by the liberties 
she bad taken with his cliuracter in her Secret Mciuoir'i 
from the New Atulantis, &c.” . 
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up|)€4 lip made him fsnee/e aloud, which alarmed the 
visitants, and lias made a discovery, that profound 
reading, very much intelligence, and a general 
knowledge of who and who are together, cannot 
fill her vacant hours so mucli, but she is sometimes 
obliged to descend to entertainments less intel- 
lectual. 

ChovohUi-house^ June 29. 

I know no manner of news from tliis place, but 
that Cyuthio, having been long in despair for the 
in(*xorable (Clarissa, lately resolved to fall in love 
with th<j good olfl way of bargain and salt*, and has 
pitclied upon a ve ry agreeable young woman. H(* 
will' undoubtedly succee<l ; for he accosts her in a 
strain of familiarity, without breaking through the 
deferem'c tliat is due to a woman whom a man 
would ciiooso for his lifc.^ I have hardly ever heard 
rough truth spoken svith a lietter grace than in this 
bis letter. 

“ Madam, 

“ 1 vrit to you on Saturday by Mrs. Lucy, and 
give ycMi this trouble to urge the same reejueat 1 
made lh‘ n, which was, that 1 may bt'. permitted to 
wait upon you. T should be very far from desiring 
this, if it was a transgression of the nu)sL severe 
rui<^s to allow it: 1 know^ you are very mueh above 
the little arts which are frequent in your sex, of 
giving unnccessaiy torments to their admirers ; 
therefore hope you^will do so mueh justice to the 
generous passitm 1 have* fo*: you, as to let me have 
un opportunity of acquainting you upon what mo- 
tives I pretend to your good opinion. I shall not 

* Lord Hincliinhrokc married Lady Klizalieth Popliam. 
only daughter of Alexander .Pophain, Esq. of Litllecote, iti 

Wiltshire. 
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Irbuble you with my sentiments until 1 knov^ hoW 
they Avill be received ; juid as I know no reason why 
dirterence of sex should make our laii 2 :uap^e to each 
other didbr from tluj ordinary rules of rigid roiison* 
I .shall idfeet j)luini)oss and sincerity in my discourse 
to you, as much as other lovers do perpit'xity and 
rapture. Instead of siivino;, 1 shall die for you, 

I profess 1 should he glad to lead my life with you : 
you an; as beautiful, as witty, prudent, and as 
g'ood-himionred, us any woman breatbini>:; but, 1 
must confess to you, I regard all these excellcneics 
us you will pleas(; to direct tlicm for my ha|)i)im's.s 
or misery. With me, Madam, the only la.sting 
motive of lo\c is* the hope of its becoming mutual. 

I b(‘gof you to let Mrs. liucy scud me word .when 
1 may Jilieml you. 1 promise you I will talk of 
nothin.); but inclili’erent things : though, iit the same 
time, 1 know not how I shall a))proach you in the. 
tender moment of lirst seeing you, after this decla- 
ration of, Madam, your most obedient, and most 
faithfid limnhlc servant, 

/(7//’.y CoircC'h)Ui:e, June '2'.), 

Having taken a n'soliition, when plays are acted 
next winter l)y an entire good comy)anY, to publish 
ofjservatioiis from* time to time <>n the pcTformance 
of the aetor.s, I think it but just to give an abstract 
of the laws of action, for the help of the less learned 
pari of the audience, that they may rationally enjoy 
no relined and instinctive aplcasurr as a just repre- 
sentation of human life. The great errors in playing 
arc admirably well exposed in Hamlet’s directions 
to tlui actors vvho are to play in liis supposed tragedy : 
by which we shall form our future judgments on 
their behaviour, and for tliat reason you have the 
discourse as follows : 
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“ fjpeak the speech, 1 pray you, as 1 pronounc'd 
it to you, trippingly on the tongue : but if you 
mouth it, as many of our players do, 1 had as lieve 
the town-crier spoke my lines. Nor do not saw the 
air too much with your hand, thus ; but use all 
gently : lor in tlie very torrent, tempest, and (us I 
may say) whirlwind of your passion, you must 
af*((iiire and beget a temporancti, that may give it 
smootlnicss. (), it oHends me to the soul, to hear a 
robustious ])OiTiwig-patcd fellow tear a passion to 
tatters,' to very rags, to split the ears of the groiind- 
• lings ; who, for the most part, are capable of 
nothing but inex|)Iicable dumb shows, and noise : I 
would liave sucli a follow wliipp’d for ocr-doiiig 
Termagant; it out-horods Herod : pray you,, avoid 
it. Be not too tunie neither, but let your own dis- 
cretion 1)(‘ your tutor: suit tlie action to the word, 
the word to the action; with this sj)eeial observance, 
th.at you oVrste'p not the modesty of nature: for 
any thing so overdone is from the purpose of play- 
ing, whose end, both at the first, and now, was, 
and is, to hold as ’twerc the mirror up to nature ; 
to slicw virtue h(*r own feature, scorn her own 
image, and the very age and body of the time his 
fin m aiul pressure. Now this, over-done, or come 
tardy oil’, though it make the unSkilful laugh, can- 
not but make the judiciou.> grieve ; the censure of 
wJiicli oiit., must, in your allowance, o'er- weigh a 
whole theatre of others. O, there be players, that 
1 have seen play, — and heard others praise, and that 
highly — not to speak it profanely, that, neither 
having the accent of Christians, nor the gait of 
Christian, Pagan, nor man, have so strutted, and 
bellowed, that 1 have thought some of nature's jour- 
neymen had made men, and not made them wtII, 
they imitated humanity so abominably. This should 
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1)6 reformed altogether. And let those that play 
your clowns, speak no more than is set down for 
them; for there be of them, tluit will themselves 
laugh, to set on some (juantity of barren spectators 
lo laugh too ; tliough in the mean time, some neces- 
sary question of the play be then to be considered : 
that’s villainous and shows a most pitiful ambition 
in the fool tliat uses it.’* 


Fro7n 7)n/ own Aparttnenty Jane 29. 

ft w'ould be a very great obligation, and an as- 
sistance to iny treatise upon punning, if any one 
would please to inform me in wbat class among the 
learned, wlio play with words, to place the author 
t)f the following letter. 


“ Si a, 

“ Not long since you were pl(?ascd to give us a 
chimerical account of the famous family of the 
Staffs, from whence 1 suppose you would insinuate, 
ll)at it is the most antient and numerous house in all 
Kiirope, Hut 1 positively deny that it is either, and 
wonder much at youiy^iudacious proceedings in tliis 
manner, since it is wtU known, that cnir most 
illustrious, most renowned, and most celebrated 
Uornaii family of lx has enjoyed the ])rcc(*den( y to 
all others, from tlic reign of good old Saturn. I could 
say much to the defamation and disgrace of your 
lamily; as, that your relations DistafI' and Broom- 
staff were both inconsiderable mean persons, one 
spinning, the other sweepiii^ the streets, for tlieir 
daily bread. But I forbftar to vent my spleen on 
objects so much beneath my indignation. 1 shall 
only give the world a catalogue of my ancestors, and 
leave them to determine wdiich hath hitherto had, 
and which fof the future ought to have, the pre- 
ference. 
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Fir^t then conics the most fiinious and (xipular 
lady Meretrix, parent of the fertile family of Bella- 
trix, Lotrix, Netrix, Nutrix, Obstetrix, Faniulatrix, 
Coctrix, Oriiairix, Snreinatvix, Fextrix, Baiiicatrix, 
[Virtatrix, Saltatrix, Divinalrix, Fonjectrix, C-oni- 
trix, Delhtrix, Creditrix, Donatrix, Ambulatrix, 
iVIer(‘atrix, Adscictrix, Ass(‘<‘latnx, l^ilpatrix, J’ro> 
ceplrix, Pistrix. J am yours, 

Ij.IX. PoTVTUlX.’' 

*S7. J(infcs\s Coj/t'c-housc, June 27. 

Loiters from Jh’iissels,* of tlic second oT July, 
N. S. ,say, that the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Kiigono, having rccoiNed advici' tiiat the 
Marslial \'illars ha<l (Irawii a considerable btidy 
out of die garrison of 'roiiriiay, to reinforce his 
army, marched towards that place, and catm* be- 
fore' it early in the morning of the twcnty-sevi'iitli. 
As soon as they came into tliat ground, the Prince 
of Nassau was sent with a strong detachment to 
take ])Ost at St, Amand; and at the same time my 
Jord Orkney receiv(‘d orders to possess himst'lf of 
Mortagnt ; both whicli were successful ly exccuttjd ; 
whereby wc were masters of the ScheUl and Scrap. 
Fight im-j’. were drawrn out of each troop of ilra- 
goons and company of foot in the garrison of Tour- 
nay, to make up tlic reinforcement which was or- 
dered to joiii Marshal A illais. (hi advice that tlie 
allies were marching towards Tournay, they endea- 
voured to return into llie town, hut were inter- 
rept( I'l by the Karl of Orkney, by whom the whole 
body was kilh'd or taketi.* These letters add, that 
twelve hundred dragoons (each horseman carrying 
a foot-soldier behind him) >vcrc detached from Mens 
to throw themselves into Tournay, but, upon appear- 
ance of a great body of horse of the allies, retired 
towards Conde. AVc hear that the garrison docs 
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not consist of more* than three thousand five hun- 
dred nu'ii. Of the sixty battalions desigriicd to be 
employed in lliis .siep:o, seven arc Enj^lish, viz. two 
of o'liards, and th(' roj^iinents of Argyle, Temple, 
hi vans, and Mereditli. 


N" 36. SATURDAY, .lULV 2. 


Iiy Mrs. .Ir.vw Distavk, 1 Ialf-sisl(‘r U) 
Mr. Dieivi iisT 


tjitirquitl tti^iinf hominfs 

no^ri i si farrago tihrJVt, 

.Ipv. Sat. i S.'>, Sti, 

\V hat e’er men do, or say, or think, or ilieam. 

Our JiiotJey pa|>cr seize.*, for it*, theme. V, 

From my (run Ap(trtnu'jit^ June 30. 

M \ S' V tdlairs calling my bv(U]«er into the country, 
the care of our intelligence witli tlie tov.n is left l\> 
me foj sometime; therefore, you must cxpec’t iIk* 
advices you meet with in this paper, to be such as 
more immediately and naturally fall under the con- 
sideration of our sex. History,' therefore, written 
by a Avoinan, you will ca.sily iuiagiiic to consist of 
love in tail its forms, both in the abuse of, and ohe- 
dieiice to that passion. As to the faculty of writing 
itself, it will not, it is hoped, be demanded that 
style and ornament shall be so much consulted, as 
truth and simplicity ; which latter fiualities we may 
more justly pretend to beyond the other sex : while, 
therefore, the administratiun of our affairs is in my 
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hands^ you shall from time to time liavc an exact 
account of all false lovers, and their shallow j)re- 
tences for breaking off ; of all termagant wives who 
make wedlock a yoke; of men wlio aff(Tt tlic 
entertainments and manners suitable only to our sox, 
and women who pretend to the conduct ol such 
alf’airs as arc only within the province of men. Jt is 
necessary further to advertise' the rc adc'r, that the 
usual places of n'sort being utltsly out of my pro- 
vince l&'r ol)ser\ a lion, T shall be ol)lig(‘cl fn qiu ntly to 
change the dates of places, as occunences eoinc into 
my way. The following fetter I lately received from 
Kpsom : 

“ Epsow, June 28. 

^ It is now almost throe weeks since what you 
writ about happi'iiod iti (bis place : the (luarrel be- 
tween my friemls did not run so high as I lind your 
accounts have imidc it. 'Hk' tiiitli of tiio fact you 
shall have vciy faithfully. You are to understand, 
that the persons concerned in this scene were Lady 
Autiirr'ii and Lady Spriiigly. Autumn is a person 
of good-breeding, formality, and a singular way 
practiscil in the last age ; and Lady Springly, a 
modern impertinent of our sex, who affects as im- 
proper a familiarity, as the other docs distance: 
Lady Autumn knows to a hair’s breadth where lier 
place is m all assemblies and conversations: but 
Springly neither gives nor takes ])Iace of any body, 
but understands tlie place to signify no more, than 
to have room enough to be at ( use wherever she 
comes : thus, whiic Antumn takes the whole of 
this life to con.sist in understanding punctilio and 
decorum, S|)riiigly takes every thing to be be- 
comii:^g, which contributes to her ease and satisfac- 
tion. These heroines have married two brothers, 
both knights. "Springly is the spouse of the elder, 
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who is a baronet ; and Autumn, being a rich wi- 
dow, has taken the younger, and her purse endowed 
him with an ecpial fortune, and knighthood of the 
same order. This jumble of titles, you need not 
doubt, has l)een an aching torment to Autumn, who 
took place of the other on no ])ii‘tencc, but her care- 
lessness and disrcixard of disliiu'tiou. 'J'lie secert 


occasion of envy broiled long in the breast of Autumn ; 
but no op[)orlMnity of contention on that subject liap- 
peiiing, kept all things ijuiet uJitil the ncc^ciit of 
which you demand an account. 

‘‘It wasgivc'u out amorigall the gay p(‘ople of this 
place, tljAt on tlu! ninth instant several damsels, 
swift of foot, were to run for a suit of head-cloaths 


at the Old Wells. Ladv Autiinm on this occasion 


invited Springly to go with her in her coach tg sec 
the race. W hen tliey came to the place, where thc 
governor of Epsom and all his court of citizens were 
ass(‘ml)lod, as well as a crowd of people of all orders, 
a brisk young fellow addresses himself to the younger 
of the ladies, viz, Springly, and offers her his ser- 
vice to comluct her into tlic music-room. Spruigly 
accepts the eompliineul, and is le<l triumphantly 
llirough a bowung crowd, while Aiituniii is left 
jiinong the rabble, and has much ado to get back 
into her coach; but she did it at last: and, as it is 
usual to SCO, by the horses, my J.ady’s present dis- 
position, she ortlers John to whip furiously home to 
her husband; where, when slie (iilcrs, down she 
sits, began to luipin her hood, and lament her foolish 
fond heart, to marry into a family where she was 

so little regarded; she that might . Here she 

stops; then rises up, and stamps, and sits down 
again. Her gi’ntle knight inad(' his apjnoach with 
a supple beseeching gesture. ‘ My dear !’ said lie — 
‘ Tell me no dears !’ renlied Autumn, in the pre- 
sence of the governor and all the merchants. ‘ W^hat 
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will ^he the world say ofa woniau that has thrown hoi 
self away at this rate?' Sir Thomas withdrew, an 
knew it would not be lon*^ a secret to him; as well 
as that experience told him, he that marries a for- 
tune is, of course, guilty of all faulls against his wife, 
let th('in be committed by whom tliey will : but 
S}>ringly, an hour or two after, letunis from t!ic 
Wells, and finds the whole company together. 
Down she sat, and a profound silenee ensued. 
You know a premeditated quarrel usmilly bcgans 
and works up with the avoids name people. The 
silence was broken by bady Autumn, who began to 
say, ‘ There are some people wlio fancy, tliat if 
some ])i*()ple’ — Springly imm(*diatcly takes her up. 
‘ 'I'hcrc are some, jieojile who famw, if other pe(;> 
ple'-i-Aiitunm rcj)arte(‘S, ‘ People may give th(?U!- 
selves airs; hut other people, perhaps, who make 
less ado, may he, p(‘rhaps as agreeable as people 
who se.t lhems(‘Ives out more.’ All the other ])( (>- 
pie at the table sat mute, wliilc these two peo))le, 
wiiowcrc <piaiT(‘lIiiig, wont on with tiie use of ilie 
W'(ud rrople, iusUincing the very aceidiuits between 
them, ..s if they kept oidy in distant hints. 'I'livn*- 
fore, Autumn, n'ddcning, ‘ I’heK* aie some 

people- will go abr(»a*.l in other pi'Ople’s coaches, and 
leave those W'ith whom tliey went to sliift for tlitm 
selves; a. id if, perhap'^, those people lia\«i marriet 
the younger brother; yet, perhaps, lie may be be 
lioldcn to those pe(‘ple fur what he is.’ Springly 
smartly answ'ors, ‘ Pcof lo may bring so niueh iil- 
hnmour into a family, as people may repent tlu ir 
receiving their money and goes on—* Every body 
is not considerable enough to give her uneasiness.' 
Upon this Autumn comes up to her, and desired 
her to kiss her, and never to see her again ; which 
her sister refusing, my lady gave her a box on the 
ear. Springly returns, ‘ Ay, ny, said she, I knew 
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»vg 11 onoug:h you mount me by your some perfplc 
Jiid gives licT JinolhcT on the oilier side. To it they 
went with most masculine fury ; each husband rau 
in. 'J'lic wives immediately fell upon their husbands, 
and tore pc'iiwigs and cravats. 'Hic company in- 
terposed; when (according to the slip-knot of ma- 
Iriiuouy, wliich makc's them return to one another 
when any one put in between) the ladies and their 
Jiusbands fell upon all tin* rest of the company; 
and, having heat all tiu'ir friends and relations out 
of the house, came to themselves time enough to 
Know, there was no bearing the jest of the jilaco 
after thosi> adventures, and therefore marched oil’ the 
next (lay- It i^^ said, the governor has sent several 
joints of mutton, and has proposed divers dishes, 
very e\(|nisitely dressed, to bring them down again, 
b’rom his address and knowledge in roast and boiled, 
all onr hojK‘S of the return of this good company 
depend, lain, dear.leimy. 

Your ready friend and servant, 

“ Martjia Tatlriu” 


Whiles Chocolafc-housf, Ju?i€ 30. 

This day ap[)oared here a figure of a person 
hose sorviees to the fair sex have reduced him to 
. kind of existence for which there is no name. If 
here be a condition between life and death, with- 
mt being absolutely dead or living, his state is that.. 
His aspect and complexion, in his robust days, gave 
him the illustrious title of Africanus: hut it is not 
only from the warm climates in which he lias 
served, nor from the disasters which he has suf- 
fered, that lie deserves the same ajipellalion wdtli 
that renowned Roman; but that magnanimity with 
which he npp(*ars in his last moments, is what gives 
him the undoubted character of hero. Cato stabbed 
b’b.2 
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Iiims 91 f, and Hannibal drank poison ; but our Afri- 
canus lives in the continual puncture of aching bones 
and poisoned juices. The old heroes fled from tor- 
ments by death ; and this modem lives in death 
and torments with an heart wholly ])eut upon a 
supply for remaining in them : an ordinary spirit 
would sink under his oppressions, but lie makes an 
advantage of his very sorrow, and raises an income 
from his dis(*ases. Long has this worthy been con- 
versant in bartering, and knows that, wliim stocks 
are lowi'st it is the time to buy. Therefore, with 
jmich prudence and tranquillity, ho tliinks that, 
now he has not a bone sound, but a tliousand iio- 
dous jiarts for which the anatomists have not w’ords, 
and more disease than the college ever heard of, it 
is the only time to purchase an annuity for life. Sir 
Thomas told me it was an entertainment more sur- 
prising and pleasant than can b(* imagined to see an 
inhabitant of neither world, without hand to lift, or 
leg to move, scarce tongue to utter his meaning, 
so keen upon Ijiting the whole world, and making 
bubbles at his exit. Sir Tliomas added, that lie 
would bavc bought twelve shillings a year of him, but 
that, he feared there was some trick in it, and be- 
lieved him already dead. What,"' says the knight, 
is Mr. Partridge, whom I m(;t just now going on 
both his iijgs firmer tlian I can, allowed to be quite 
dead ; and shall Afrioamis, without one limb tliat 
can do its ofiiec, be pronounced alive ?*' 

What heightened the tragi-eomedy of this market 
for annuities was, that the observation of it pro- 
voked Monoculus (who is the most eloquent of all 
men) to. many excellent reflections ; which he spoke 
with the vehemence and language 1^0111 of a game- 
ster and an orator. “ When I cast,” said that de- 

unac- 
as un- • 


lightful speaker, ** my eye upon thee, thou 
^untable Africanus, I cannot but call myself 
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accountable as tlioii art; for, certainly, wo were 
bora to sliow wliat contradictions nature is pleased 
to Ibrin ill the same, species. Here am T, able to 
eat, to drink, to sleep, and to do all acts of nature, 
e>Jept l)c\‘‘etting niy like; and yet, by an uuiniel- 
Jiu:ible force of spleen and faiu;y, I every moment 
iinau.iue 1 am dvin^. It is utter madness in thee 
to provide for snjiper; for 1 will bet you ten to 
one, you do mil live until half an hour after four; 
and yet 1 am so distracted as to bc^ in fe‘ai every luo- 
m(‘nt; tliou*;!! 1 will lay ten to three, I drink thieq 
pints of Jnirnl claret at your funeral three nh^hts 
hence. After all, 1 envy thee; thou who, dyin^, 
liast no sense of death, art happier tlum one in 
health, who always fears it.” The knight had gone 
on, but that a third man ended the se('ne, by ap- 
plauding the kniglit’s ehxpionee and philosophy, in 
a laughter too violent for his own constitution, as 
much as he mocked that of Africanus and Mono- 
culus. 


iSV. Cojh^e-honsv, Julj/ 1. 

This (lay arrived here three mails from Holland, 
with ad\ic(’s relating to the affairs of the Low Coun- 
tries, which say, that the confederate army extends 
from Louchin, on the causeway between Tournay 
and Lisle, to Epain, near Mortagne on the Seheld. 
I'hc Marshal Villars remains in his camp at Lens ; 
hut it is said, he detached ten thousand men under 
Thi; command of the Chevalier dc Luxemburg, with 
orders to form a camp at Crepin on the Haine, be- 
tween Conde and St. Guillain, where he is to be 
joined by the Elector of Bavaria, w'ith a body of 
troops; and, after their conjunction, to atbmipt to 
march into Brabant. But they write from Brussels, 
that the Duke of Marlborough having it equally in 
his power to make detachments to the same parts 
B B 3 
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they arc under no apprehensions from these reports 
for the safety of tlieir country. They further add 
from Brussels, that they liave fcood authority for 
believing that tlic French troops under the conduct of 
the Marshal do Bczf)ns are retiring out of Spain. • 


N^37. TUESDAY, JULY 5, 1709. 


By Mrs. Jenny Distaff, Half-sister to 
Mr. Bickehstaff. 

QuicquUl agunt hommes 

nostri ent farrago Ubelti. 

Juv. vSat. i. 8.5, 86, 

WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley |)aper seizes for its theme, P. 

Whitens Chocolatt'^hoiise, Julq 2. 

It may he thought very unaccountable, that I, who 
can never be supposed to go to White's should pre- 
tend to talk to you of matters proper for, or in the 
style of, that place, liut though I never visit these 
public ha ’uts, I converse with those who do; and, 
for all they pretend so much to the contrary, they 
are as talkativg our '^ex, and as much at a loss 
to entertain the pjfescnt company, without sacrificing 
the last, as ourselves. This reflection has led 
m(? into the consideration of the use of speech ; and 
^'xnade me look over, in my memory, all my acquain- 
tance of both sexes, to know to which 1 may more 
justly impute the sin of superfluous discourse in re- 
gard to conversation, without entering into it as it 
^.rbspecU religion. 



k® 3’7. TATLEa. 283 

1 foresee, my acquaintance will iniracdi^itcly, 
upon startinjy ibis sul)ject, ask me, how I shall 
culebrate Mrs. Also Copswoocl, the- Yorkshire 
huntress, who is come to town lately, 'and moves 
as if she wefe on lier nag, and going to take a five- 
bar gate : and is as loud as if slie were follow- 
ing her dogs? I can easily answer that; for, she 
is as soft as Damon, in comparison ol‘ her brother- 
in-law Tom Bcllfrcy, who is the most accomplished 
man in tliis kingdom for all gciitloman-likc activi- 
ties. and accomplishnicuts. It is allowed, that he 
is a professed enemy to the Italian performers in 
mnsick'.'^but tlum, for our own native rnaimcr, ac- 
cording to the customs and known usages of our 
island, he is to be preferred, for the generality of 
the pleasure he bestows, much before those follows, 
though they sing to full tlu*atrrs : for, what is a 
theatrical voice to that of a fo\-hunier? 1 have 
boon at a musical entertainnumt in an open field, 
where it amazed me. to hear to what pitches the 
chief masters would reach. 1’here was a meeting 
near our seat in Staffordshire, and the most emi- 
nent of all die counlics of England were at it. IIow 
wonderful was the harmony bi'twetm men and dogs ! 
Robin Curtail of Bucks was to answer to Jowler; 
Mr. Tinbreast of Cornwall was appointed to open 
with Sweetlips; and Beau Slimber, a Londoner, 
undertook to keep up with Trips, a whelp just set 
in; Tom Bollfrey and Ringwood were coupled to- 
gether, to fill the cry on all occasions, and be in at 
the death of the fox, hare, or slag, for which both 
the dog and the man were excellently suited, anti ^ 
loved one anotlier, and were as much together, as ! 
Banister and King. When Jowler first 'alarmed theJ ' 
field, Cartail repeated every note: Sweetlips’s tre- ' 
ble succeeded, and shook the wood; Tinbreast ‘ 
echoed a quarter of a mile, beyond it. We were 
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soonMftcr all at a loss, until wti rodo up, and found 
Trips and Sliiiiber at a did-udt in hall-notes : but 
the day and the tune was rceovered by Tom Boll- 
froy and Rmgwood, to the ^reat joy of us all, thouf^h 
they drowned every other voice; for Bellfrey carries a 
note four furlono;s, three rods, and six paces, farther 
than any other in Ent^Iand. 

1 fear the mention of this will be tliought a di- 
gression from my purpose about speech; but 1 an- 
swer, no. Since I his is used where sjieec'li rather 
should be employed, it may con'u' into con.sid(Tation 
in the same chapter: for, Mr. Bellfn^y bning* at a 
visit where I was, r/-. at his c(»usin’s (T/ad}’^ Dainty's) 
in Soho-sfjuare, was asked, what ontei tainments 
they had in the country? Now, Billfrey is very 
ignorant, and much a clown; but con/ident withal : 
in a word, he struck up a fox-chace; Lady Dainty’s 
dog, Mr. Sippet, as she calls liim, started, jmnpc'd 
out of his lady’s lap, and fell a harking. BelUVey 
went on, and called all the mjiglibonring ])arishes 
into the square. Never was w^omaii in such confu- 
sion as that d(*lieato lady : but tliere was no stop- 
ping her kinsman. A room- full of ladies fell into tlic 
must vioh'nt langlitcr; my lady looked as if sliii 
was shrii king : Mr. Sippet, in the middle of the 
room, breaking his heart with barking, but all of 
us unlieard. As soon as Ib llfrey became silent, up 
gets my lady, and take** him by tlio arm, to lead 
liim off: Bellfrey was in bis boots. As she was 
hurrying him away, hi.> spurs take hold of her pet- 
ticoat; his wliip throws d nvn a cabinet of china: 
he cries, “What! are your crocks rotten? are your 
petticoats raggi'd ? A man cannot walk in your house 
for trincums.” 

Every county of Great Britain has one hundred or 
more of this sort of fellows, who roar instead of 
speaking: therefore, if it be true, that we women 
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arc also given to a greater fluency of words tlAii is 
jicci'ssary, sure she that disturbs but a room or a 
family, is more to be toloiat^’d than one who draws 
together whole parishes and counties, and some- 
times (with an estate that might make him the 
blessing and ornament of the world around him) 
has no other view and ambition, but to be an ani- 
mal above dogs and horses, without the relish of 
any one enjoyment which is peculiar to the faculties 
of liumaii nature. I know it w’ill here be said, that, 
talking of mere country Squir(‘s at this rate, is, as 
it wore, to write against Valentine and Orson. To 
prove aiA, thing against the race of men, yon must 
take them us they are adorned with education; as 
they live in Oonrts, or have received instructions in 
Cyolleges. 

But I am so full of my late entertainment by Mr. 
Bellfrey, that I must defer pursuing this subject to 
another day; and wave the proper o])servation upon 
the diflerent ofi’enders in this kind ; some by profound 
clocpieiice on small occasions, others by degrading 
speech u])on great circumstances. R\]>crt, there- 
fore, to liear of the whisperer without business, 
the lauglu-r without wit, the complainer w'ithout 
receiving injuries, and a very large crowd, which I 
shall not forestal, who are common (though not 
commonly obscrv(*d) import iiients, whose longues 
are two voluble for tlieir brains, and an* the general 
desj)isers of us women, tliough w^e have their superiors, 
the men of sense, for our servants. 


WiWs Coffvc-housc, Jiih/ 3. 

A very ingenious gentleman was complaining this 
evening, that the players are grown so severe critics, 
that they would not take in his play, though it has 
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as m3ny fine thiiif^s in it. as any play that has boon 
writ since the days of Drydon. He began his dis- 
course about his play with a ])refacc. 

“ There is/ said he, “ somewhat (however we 
palliate it) in the very frame and nuikc of us, that 
subjects our minds to chagrin and irresoluMOn on 
any cinergruey of lime or place. Tht; dillicnlty 
grows on our sickened imagination, under all the 
killing circumstances of danger and disappointment. 
1’his we sec, not only in the meji of retirement and 
fancy, hut in the characters of the men of action; 
with this only dilfeieiice; the coward secs Jthe dan- 
ger, ajid sickens iimlcr it; the hero, warn/:d by tlic 
ditticuky, dilates, and lises in proportion to tliat, 
and in some sort makes us(‘. of his v('vy fears to dis- 
arm it. A remarkable iiistaiici* of this we have in 
the great Cmsar, 'when he came to the Unbieon, 
and Avas entering upon a part, perha])S, the most 
hazardous he over bore (oeriainly tlie most ungrate- 
ful); a war with his countrymen. When his mind 
brooded o’er personal atlVonts, perhaps his anger 
biirnc<l willi a desire of revenge: but when morc^ 
serious reflections laid before* him the hazard of the 
cntcipriAe, with the dismal eoiise(|ucnccs wliicli 
were likily to attend it, aggravated by a special 
circumstance, ‘ W'hat figure it would bear in tlio 
'world, or bow be cx(‘used to posterity! AVdiat 
shall lie uoT — His honour, which was his religion, 
bids him arm; and he sounds the inclination of his 
party by this set speech ; 


CiESAR TO II I s v\ K'r v a t tii f. Ji u u i con . 

Great Jove ! attend, and thou my native soil. 
Safe in iny triuinph.s, fr|utted in my spoil ; 

Witness with whatrriiicianco 1 oppose 
My arms to thine, seeurc of other foes. - 

pa^-sive breast can beitr disgrace like mine ? 

' Traitor I-— For this I conquei^d on the Rhine, 
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MrnliirM thrir ton yrarndnidf^erv in fJiau), ^ 

AdjoiirM tlu'ir fii(e,:uul sii\M tho TiipituL 
I ^rcw l)y every j^uilty triumph le^s : 

'riu; crowd, \\ hen drunk with jo^, their boiils e:tpres?, 
Impatient of the war, ycl fear sueeess, 

Jiiaveartionh dazzle with too brii^lit a ray ; 
liike h.ivN obscene they ehatteral the day : 

(iiddy with rule, and valiant in debate, 

''J’lieN throw the die of war, to save the State. 
.And,(h)di! to ji;ild inii;ratitude with fame, 

A'"»ume the ])atriot*s, we the rebers name, 
rarewell, my friends; your Oeneral, forlorn. 

To your bare pity, and the piihlie scorn, 
jMie: lay that honour and liis laurel down, 

'I’o -erve the \aiii eaprieesof the «;oun ; 
li\po^''J to all indis:iiilie->, the brave, 

Dcscive of (lio<.e they ^lery’d but to save, 

'I’o rods and a ves ! -- No, the slave-* ran'i ilare 
Play w itii my ;;iief, and ttmipt iny la-'t despair. 

'Miis shall the honours which it won maintain. 

Or do nu' Justice, ere I huj'iiiy chain. 


*S7. Jtilj/ 4. 

TluTolias arrived no mail since oiir last; so tliat 
we liavo no nuumcr of foreitiju news, excej)t we 
were to <^lve you, for .siicli, tlic many spcenlations 
wliich an; on foot concerning whnt was iinporled 
by the last advicdfs 'J'lu'se arc, it seems, siviy bat- 
Ifilions and seventeen squadrons appointt'.d to serve 
in the siege of Totirnay; the garrison of which 
])lacc consists of but eleven battalions and four 
squadrons. Letters of the twenty -ninth of the last 
month, from Berlin, have brought advice, that thft 
Kings of Denmark and Prussia, and his Majesty 
-Augustus, were within few days to come to an in- 
terview at Potsdam. These letters mention, that 
two Polish Princes, of the family of Sapieha and 
laibermirsky, lately arrived from Paris, confirm 
the leportsof the misery in France for want of pro- 
visions, and give a particular instance of it ; '^hich 
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is, tfeat on the day Monsieur Ronille returnocl to 
Court, the common people gathered in crowds about 
,tthe Dauphin’s coach, crying ‘‘Peace and bread, 
bread and peace' ” 


Mrs. Distaff has taken upon her, while she 
writes this paper, to turn her thoughts wholly to^ 
the service of her own sex, and to propose remedies 
against the greatest vexations attending fern vie life. 
She has for this end written a small treatise con- 
cerning the Second Word, w’ith an appeiidilfe on thp 
use of a Reply, very proper for all such as arc mar- 
ried to ])ersons cither ill-bred or ill-natured. There 
is in this tract a digression for the use of virgins, 
concoriung the words, I will. 

A gentlewoman who has a very delicate ear, wants 
a maid who can whisper, and help her in tlie go- 
vernment of her family. If the said servant can 
clear-starch, lisp, and tread softly, she shall have 
suitable encouragement iu her wages. 
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